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Bear Aware: Protecting 
People and Wildlife

How to Keep Bears Out of 
Your Curbside Carts

Store carts securely - Keep your cart 
in an enclosed area such as a garage, 
shed, or bear-resistant container until 
collection day.
 
Freeze food waste - Store food scraps 
in your freezer until the morning of 
pickup to minimize odors that attract 
bears.

Morning-of placement - Put carts at the 
curb the morning of your scheduled 
pickup, not the night before.  
 
Secure cart lids - Use bungee cords 
or ratchet straps to keep lids tightly 
closed. Remove them before collection.
 
Neutralize odors - Sprinkle baking soda 
in your organics cart to help neutralize 
and absorb odors that attract bears.

Bear-proof carts are available for purchase 
at local hardware stores. Please notify WM 
at (530) 274-3090 of any changes to your 
service needs.
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Christmas Trees Disposal

Use your green curbside cart to dispose of 
your Christmas tree. Make sure to remove 
all decorations, tinsel, and flocking, and 
cut your tree into small sections that fit 
comfortably inside your cart. You can also 
drop off trees at designated WM bins in the 
following locations:

December 26 - February 6, 2026

•	 Eric Rood Administration Center
950 Maidu, Nevada City  
(drop box at Cement Hill entrance)

•	 McCourtney Road Transfer Station 
14741 Wolf Mountain Rd. Grass Valley

January 11, 2026

•	 Lake Wildwood Wastewater Plant
12622 Pleasant Valley Road, Penn Valley

•	 Lake of Pines Wastewater Plant 
10803 Riata Way, Auburn

•	 Alta Sierra Fire Department 
11833 Tammy Way, Grass Valley
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Every single day, improper disposal of 
batteries causes fires somewhere in the waste 
collection infrastructure—whether at a material 
recovery facility, a transfer station, a landfill, or 
the back of a truck. 

That's because most disposed batteries still 
contain residual energy that can ignite when 
in contact with flammable materials, putting 
workers, infrastructure, the community, and the 
environment at risk. 

Please make the right call when it’s time to 
get rid of old batteries. Never place them 
inside your curbside carts. Bring household 
batteries—those commonly used to power 
tools, laptops, cell phones, and other handheld 
devices—to the Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) facility at the McCourtney Road Transfer 
Station for free disposal. 

Residents may also dispose of batteries (AAA, 
AA, B, C, D, small button batteries, including 
rechargeable and cell phone batteries) on their 
regular collection day. Place these batteries in 
a clear, sealable plastic bag and set the sealed 
bag on top of your recycling cart.

You may also drop off your batteries at the 
collection centers listed on the right.

Keep Batteries Out of 
Curbside Carts

Local Collection Centers

• City Hall: 317 Broad St, Nevada City

• Briar Patch Community Market

• Eric Rood Administrative Center

• Grass Valley Library

• Madelyn Helling Library

• B&C Ace Hardware

• North San Juan Transfer Station

• Washington Transfer Station

For more information about sorting and 
responsible disposal of hazardous waste, 
visit home.wm.com/nevada-county.

Holiday Service Reminder

Collection will not occur on Thanksgiving, Christmas, or New Year’s Day 
so our crews can celebrate with their families. When the holiday falls on a 
weekday, collection will be delayed one day for the remainder of the week.

During the holidays, most people tend to generate more waste than usual, 
so plan accordingly. Keep cart lids fully closed, break down boxes, and 
consider spreading larger items across multiple weeks for efficient service.


