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Geosyntec Cover Ltr Austin Transfer Station NOD 1 Response 
 

Via Hand Delivery                   31 January 2020 

Ms. Kristen A. Hernandez 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
MSW Permits Section, Waste Permits Division (MC-124) 
12100 Park 35 Circle, Bldg. F 
Austin, Texas  78753 

Subject: Tracking No. 24549480 

 

Response to Notice of Deficiency – New Registration Application 
Austin Community Transfer Station – Travis County 
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) – Registration No. 40306 
RN100215938/CN600127856 

Dear Ms. Hernandez: 

On behalf of Waste Management of Texas, Inc. (WMTX), Geosyntec Consultants (Geosyntec) has prepared 
this cover letter and accompanying materials in response to the notice of deficiency (NOD) comments on 
the above-referenced registration application, as transmitted in a 12 November 2019 letter from the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to WMTX.  

RESPONSE TO NOD ITEMS 

TCEQ’s NOD comments were provided in the Table of Deficiencies included with the agency’s 
12 November 2019 letter.  As requested, WMTX’s responses to the NOD items are provided in tabular 
format using the Table of Deficiencies, and the responses are provided in a new column entitled “NOD 
Response.”  The NOD response table is attached to this cover letter.  Note that references to the application 
page numbers in the responses refer to the page numbers of the updated (replacement/new addition) pages. 

OTHER REQUESTED REVISIONS 

In addition to the revisions made in response to TCEQ’s NOD comments, WMTX is requesting certain 
other revisions to the application.  An itemized list of these requested revisions, explaining each requested 
revision and where each such revision is located in the application, is provided in a table attached to this 
letter.  Additionally, the main substantive revisions are summarized in the table below. 
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Description of Requested Revision Purpose and/or Benefit 

Shifted Transfer Station Building 
Location (still wholly within landfill 
permit boundary, but further away from 
Giles Road) 

Moved at neighbor’s request.  Results in greater setback 
distance from Giles Road, and building orientation that will 
reduce visibility of entrance openings from public roadways 
and adjacent properties.  Greater setback and adjusted 
building orientation will improve visual aesthetics and 
screening, and further reduce the potential for off-site odors, 
noise, and windblown litter.  Adjusted location removes 
building footprint (and associated site development) from 
City of Austin limits and zoning. 

Reduced Registration Boundary Area 
(significantly smaller area of 
approximately 11.4 acres instead of full 
360-acre landfill permit boundary) 

Addresses public concerns that questioned why the transfer 
station needed the full 360 acres of the Austin Community 
Recycling & Disposal Facility (RDF) landfill site.  Limits 
registered transfer station operations (i.e., waste processing 
and storage) to a much smaller area that is indicative of the 
actual limits of transfer station operations and where such 
operations will actually occur.  This change will impose an 
enforceable restriction on transfer station operations to the 
smaller registration boundary area. 

Reduced Operating Hours (no waste 
acceptance or processing on Sundays) 

WMTX has decided to reduce the requested transfer station 
operating hours by eliminating acceptance and processing 
of waste on Sundays. 
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Description of Requested Revision Purpose and/or Benefit 

Reduced Allowable Maximum Waste 
Storage Times (reduced from 72 hours 
to 48 hours) 

Limits the maximum allowable time that waste may be 
temporarily stored on-site to 48 hours (reduced from 72 
hours), to address public concerns about the duration of 
temporary waste storage on weekends and holidays. 
 
As stated in the initial application submittal, during typical 
operating conditions, waste will be transferred off-site on a 
daily basis (i.e., on-site less than 24 hours).   

Addition of optional Citizen’s Recycling 
Drop-Off Area 

The application has been revised to include an optional 
Citizen’s Recycling Drop-Off Area. 

 

INTERNET POSTING OF REGISTRATION APPLICATION REVISIONS 

An electronic copy of this submittal, including the registration application revisions, has been posted to the 
internet at the same URL as the initial online posting of the application. 

APPLICANT’S CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Revisions to applicable pages of the Part I Application Form are provided with this submittal as described 
in the table of changes attached to this letter.  This Part I Application Form includes a completed, signed, 
and notarized Signature Page containing the applicant’s certification statement. 

REGISTRATION APPLICATION REVISIONS 

Registration application revisions are enclosed.  The text revisions are provided in “redline/strikethrough” 
(i.e., marked) format, as well as “clean” (i.e., unmarked) replacement page format.  The specific registration 
application revisions being made in response to TCEQ’s NOD comments are identified in the attached 
Table of Deficiencies – with Applicant Responses. 
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TABULATED LIST OF REQUESTED APPLICATION 
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Location Description of Change 
Binder Cover Pages Added MSW Registration No. (now assigned) and date of this 

revision. 

Part I Form, Page 1 Added MSW Registration No. (now assigned) and date of this 
revision. 

Part I Form, Page 3, Item 11 Updated to only list permit or approval items that are within or 
otherwise applicable to the requested revised transfer station 
registration boundary. 

Part I Form, Page 3, Item 12 Added RN (now issued). 
Part I Form, Page 6, Item 18 Box checked for both Class A and Class B, because the Supervisor 

will obtain either license (not both) as indicated in Section 3.1.1 
(Page IV-7) of the Site Operating Plan (SOP). 

Part I Form, Page 9 Local Government Jurisdiction changed to “N/A” consistent with 
requested revisions to transfer station building location and 
registration boundary and post-application changes by the City of 
Austin to the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) (which 
removed site from ETJ).  Also checked box “Yes” to indicate that 
the facility will be located in an area where there is a county 
ordinance purporting to prohibit storage, processing or disposal of 
municipal or industrial solid waste, although the county ordinance 
does not apply to this application. 

Part I Form, Page 10 Updated Signature Page provided. 
Part I Form, Page 11 Updated to place a check mark in the box for Waste Storage, 

Processing and Disposal Ordinances.  As indicated, a copy of the 
ordinance is attached to Part I as “Exhibit A to the Part I Form,” 
although, as noted above, the ordinance does not apply to this 
application. 

Part I/II Table of Contents and 
Part I/II Report 

For convenience based on the changes itemized below, a full 
replacement of the Part I/II Table of Contents and Report is being 
provided. 

Part I/II Cover Page Added MSW Registration No. (now assigned) and date of this 
revision. 

Part I/II Supplemental Report 
Cover Page 

Added MSW Registration No. (now assigned) and date of this 
revision. 

Part I/II Report, Section 1.1 Minor clarification of terminology used. 
Part I/II Report, Section 1.2 Corrected typographical error(s). 



 

Geosyntec Cover Ltr Austin Transfer Station NOD 1 Response  List of Changes - 2 
January 2020 

 

Location Description of Change 
Part I/II Report, Section 2.1 Updated transfer station facility acreage (reflecting different 

acreage than landfill facility), and clarified building structure 
characteristics. 

Part I/II Report, Section 2.2 Clarification of terminology for landfill facility and transfer station 
registration boundary. 

Part I/II Report, Sections 2.3, 
2.4 

Corrected typographical error(s). 

Part I/II Report, Section 3.1 In addition to deleting acceptance of contaminated beverages, 
correct typographical errors and redundant language. 

Part I/II Report, Section 3.2 In addition to revising storage timeframes, revised Table I/II-1.  
Also corrected typographical errors and redundant or inconsistent 
language. 

Part I/II Report, Sections 3.3.1, 
3.3.2, and 3.4 

Corrected typographical error(s). 

Part I/II Report, Section 3.5 Updated as described in response to Comment NT2. 
Part I/II Report, Section 3.6 Updated Table I/II-2 footnote to clarify conservative assumption 

regarding transfer vehicle capacity for this calculation. 
Part I/II Report, Sections 4.1, 
4.2 

Updated language for revised transfer station registration boundary. 

Part I/II Report, Section 4.3 Updated easement description for revised transfer station 
registration boundary. 

Part I/II Report, Sections 4.4 to 
4.6, 5.1, and 5.3 

Corrected typographical error(s).  Clarified 
description/applicability of other permits. 

Part I/II Report, Section 5.5 Improved readability of bullet list; revised acknowledgement 
statements for air and stormwater permits based on process to be 
followed for the transfer station. 

Part I/II Report, Section 6.1 Clarified that land use information is current. 
Part I/II Report, Section 6.1.1 Clarified that there is no zoning within the transfer station 

registration boundary.  Clarified the history and current status of 
extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ). 

Part I/II Report, Section 6.1.2 Updated Table I/II-3 and narrative of land uses/features based on 
proximity to revised transfer station registration boundary (and re-
ordered categories in descending order); clarified facility 
terminology. 

Part I/II Report, Section 6.1.3 Clarified language and facility terminology and updated for current 
growth trends (e.g., zip code population data in Table I/II-4). 
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Location Description of Change 
Part I/II Report, Section 6.1.4 Updated proximity to specified uses based on revised transfer 

station registration boundary; clarified that information is current. 
Part I/II Report, Section 6.2 Updated to delete mention of water well (no longer within 500-ft of 

revised transfer station registration boundary). 
Part I/II Report, Section 6.4.1 Updated number of easements based on revised transfer station 

registration boundary. 
Part I/II Report, Section 6.4.2 Clarified facility terminology and provided more description of 

buffer/set-back. 
Part I/II Report, Section 6.5 Clarified age of Austin Community RDF landfill, removed 

redundant phrase. 
Part I/II Report, Section 7.1 Updated as described in response to Comment T4, and corrected 

typographical error.  Added Tables I/II-6, and I/II-7, and additional 
discussion on the comparison between transfer station traffic vs. 
landfill traffic.  Added to list of conclusions. 

Part I/II Report, Section 7.2, 
8.2, 8.3, 8.5 

Clarified facility terminology. 

Part I/II Report, Section 9.2 Updated surface water description for revised transfer station 
registration boundary. 

Part I/II Report, Section 9.3 Updated as described in response to Comment NT6. 
Part I/II Report, Sections 10, 
10.1, 10.2 

Clarified facility terminology and corrected typographical errors. 

Part I/II Report, Section 11.1 Updated floodplain description for revised transfer station 
registration boundary, updated information on Decker Creek, and 
clarified facility terminology. 

Part I/II Report, Sections 11.2 
and 12 

Updated wetlands and species description for revised transfer 
station registration boundary and corrected typographical errors. 

Part I/II Report, Section 13 Updated as described in response to Comment NT7 and clarified 
facility terminology. 

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA - 
General Location Maps 

Appendix cover page revised for drawing revision dates; 
maps updated for revised transfer station registration boundary and 
building location. [Full replacement of this appendix with revised 
items] 

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIB - 
Adjacent Land Ownership 
Map and List 

Updated adjacent landowner map and list for revised (i.e., reduced) 
transfer station registration boundary (and resulting smaller 1/4-
mile offset). [Full replacement of this appendix with revised items] 



 

Geosyntec Cover Ltr Austin Transfer Station NOD 1 Response  List of Changes - 4 
January 2020 

 

Location Description of Change 
Part I/II, Appendix I/IIC - 
Registration Boundary Surveys 

Updated registration boundary legal description and map for 
revised (i.e., reduced) transfer station registration boundary.  
Added copy of Easement Map with notations on transfer station 
location. [Full replacement of this appendix with revised items] 

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIE - 
Evidence of Competency 

Updated job titles to correct minor inconsistencies, and minor 
clarification of personnel experience to reflect transfer station 
management. [Replace cover page and Pages I/IIE-3 to 4 of this 
appendix] 

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIG - 
Land Use 

Based on updates to Part I/II Report, Section 6.1.1, add City of 
Austin Ordinance removing site from its extraterritorial jurisdiction 
(ETJ). [add new Pages I/IIG-61 to 62 to this appendix] 

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIH - 
Transportation 

Updated as described in response to Comment T5 (added 
coordination letters).  [Add new Pages I/IIH-86 to 92 to this 
appendix] 

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIK - 
Texas Historical Commission 

Updated as described in response to Comment NT7 (added THC 
response). [Add new pages I/IIK-32 to 33 to this appendix] 

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIL - 
CAPCOG Documentation 

Updated as described in response to Comment NT8 (CAPCOG 
documentation). [Add new pages I/IIL-1 to 16 into this appendix] 

Part III Table of Contents and 
Part III Report 

For convenience based on the changes itemized below, a full 
replacement of the Part III Table of Contents and Report is being 
provided. 

Part III Cover Page Added MSW Registration No. (now assigned) and date of this 
revision. 

Part III Narrative Report Cover 
Page 

Added MSW Registration No. (now assigned) and date of this 
revision. 

Part III Report, Section 1.1 Minor text deletion based on revised transfer station registration 
boundary. 

Part III Report, Section 1.4 Added abbreviated facility name (acronym). 
Part III Report, Section 2.2 Defined acronym and updated language for fencing relative to 

transfer station facility. 
Part III Report, Section 2.3.2 Updated as described in response to Comment T17 (clarified where 

temporary waste storage will occur). 
Part III Report, Section 2.3.3 Updated as described in response to Comment T14 (clarified 

terminology and described ponded water prevention with respect to 
odor control). 

Part III Report, Section 2.3.4 Updated as described in response to Comments T16 and  T17 
(added performance data discussion, clarified terminology). 
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Location Description of Change 
Part III Report, Section 2.3.5 Updated as described in response to Comments T17 and NT18 

(clarified where temporary waste storage will occur, clarified that 
there will be no waste operations on Sundays), and updated for 
revised transfer station building location and its effect on noise 
pollution control. 

Part III Report, Section 2.4 Updated as described in response to Comment T17 (clarified where 
temporary waste storage will occur). 

Part III Report, Section 2.4.1 Clarified language on storage area and state waters. 
Part III Report, Section 2.4.2 Clarified language to better describe where processing will occur. 
Part III Report, Section 3.3 Clarification based on revised transfer station registration 

boundary. 
Part III Report, Section 4.2 Updated as described in response to Comment T17 (clarified where 

temporary waste storage will occur), and for updated tipping floor 
dimensions. 

Part III Report, Section 4.3 Clarified language on building and how roof will prevent 
precipitation from coming in contact with waste. 

Part III Report, Section 4.4 Updated as described in response to Comment T17 (clarified where 
temporary waste storage will occur), and for reduced temporary 
waste storage times. 

Part III, Attachment 1 - 
General Location Maps 

Attachment cover page revised for drawing revision dates 
Drawings updated for revised transfer station registration boundary 
and building location. [Replacement of all drawings in this 
appendix except Drawing III-1-1] 

Part III, Attachment 2 - 
Surface Water Drainage 
Report 

Updated drainage analysis (and accordingly, report text and 
appendices) for revised transfer station registration boundary.  
Analysis reflects minor updates to drainage sub-areas, change in 
detention pond location for revised registration boundary, updates 
to runoff characteristics for revised layout (e.g., impervious areas), 
and elimination of Attachment 2B (there is no longer a need for a 
channel or culvert design). [Full replacement of this attachment 
with the revised version] 

Part IV Site Operating Plan 
(SOP) 

For convenience based on the changes itemized below, a full 
replacement of the SOP is being provided. 

Part IV SOP Cover Page Added MSW Registration No. (now assigned) and date of this 
revision. 

SOP Section 1.1 Defined acronym. 
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Location Description of Change 
SOP Section 2 Updated as described in response to Comment NT25 (off-site 

record location). 
SOP Section 2.2 Clarified signature requirements are per the cited rule if applicable. 
SOP Section 3.1.1 Added MSW Facility Class A license as an allowable type of 

license. 
SOP Sections 3.1.2, 3.1.3 Corrected typographical error(s). 
SOP Section 4.2 Revised unloading area (i.e., tipping floor) dimensions, updated 

allowable storage times, removed superfluous language on 
destination of transferred MSW. 

SOP Section 4.3 Updated as described in response to Comment NT20 (clarified 
where wastewater will be transported). 

SOP Section 5 Updated as described in response to Comment NT21 (regulatory 
citation and language on contaminated water management). 

SOP Section 6.1 Updated as described in response to Comment NT22 and NT23 
(clarified where temporary waste storage will occur, added 
reference to optional Citizen's Recycling Drop-off Area). 

SOP Section 6.2 Updated as described in response to Comment NT24 (clarified 
storage of food wastes in approved containers). 

SOP Section 6.3 Added optional Citizen's Recycling Drop-Off Area and related 
descriptions. 

SOP Sections 7 and 7.1 Updated as described in response to Comments NT26 and NT27 
(added reference to local fire codes and language on water supply). 

SOP Section 8.2.2 Corrected typographical error(s). 
SOP Section 8.3 Updated as described in response to Comment T30 (clarifying 

language on spill prevention). 
SOP Section 8.4 Updated (reduced) operating hours and provided justification for 

requested operating hours (addresses Comment NT31).  This 
section has been subdivided into two sub-sections for clarify. 

SOP Section 8.6 Updated as described in response to Comment NT32 (description 
of windblown material prevention/control). 

SOP Section 8.7 Updated for consistency regarding transfer trailers being tarped. 
SOP Section 8.8 Updated as described in response to Comment NT29 (description 

of all-weather roads and prevention of contact with mud). 
SOP Section 8.9 Enhanced discussion of noise pollution control and visual 

screening. 
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Location Description of Change 
SOP Section 8.10 Updated as described in response to Comment NT33 (information 

on tracking of waste receipts to prevent overloading). 
SOP Section 8.11 Updated as described in response to Comment NT34 (wash water 

management description). 
SOP Section 8.12 Updated as described in response to Comments NT35, NT36, and 

NT37 (enhanced discussion of measures to prevent off-site 
nuisance odors). 

SOP Section 10.1 Updated to be consistent with the Waste Acceptance Plan in Part 
I/II. 

SOP Section 10.2 and Table 
IV-3 

Corrected typographical error(s). 
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Municipal Solid Waste Registration No. 40306
Austin Community Transfer Station

Table of Deficiencies - With Applicant Responses

NOD
ID

MRI 
ID

App. Part Citation Location 1st NOD Type NOD Description NOD Response

THE RESPONSES BELOW THROUGH NOD ID # NT37 ARE IN RESPONSE TO TCEQ COMMENTS DATED 11/12/2019.

NT1 125 Part II 330.61(b)(1)
Part I/II Report, Section 

3, Page I/II-7
Incomplete

Explain on Table IV-3 how contaminated beverages will be handled in Pt. I/II 
and Pt. IV.

The facility does not intend to accept contaminated beverages.  Accordingly, the Waste Acceptance Plan presented in Section 
3.1 of the Part I/II Report (Page I/II-8) has been revised to delete contaminated beverages from the list of allowable wastes.  
Based on the foregoing, no changes are necessary to Table IV-3 of the Part IV Site Operating Plan (SOP).

NT2 129 Part II 330.61(b)(1)(B)
Part I/II Report, Section 

3, Page I/II-10
Incomplete Provide intended destination of the solid waste received.

The requested information is provided in Section 3.5 of the Part I/II Report (Page I/II-11).  A minor revision has been made to 
this section to delete superfluous information not required by the cited Rule.  For consistency, this change as also been made 
to Section 4.2 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-12).

T3 134 Part II 330.61(h)
Part I/II Report, Section 
6, starting on Page I/II-

17
Incomplete Revise Table I/II-3 with current acreage information for the listed land uses. 

Please note that this comment also relates to NOD ID # NT10.  In response to NOD ID # NT10, an updated land use map has 
been provided.  The land use mapping data were obtained from the City of Austin in November 2019.  Table I/II-3 in 6.1.2 of 
the Part I/II Report (Page I/II-18) has been revised accordingly, and the footnote has been revised to reflect that the table 
represents current conditions.  Also, the similar table presented on Drawing I/IIA-8 of Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA has been 
revised.  

T4 140 Part II 330.61(i)(1)
Part I/II Report, Section 

7, Pages I/II-25 to 27
Incomplete Identify roads used to access the site. 

The Part I/II Report, Section 7.1 (Page I/II-25) has been revised as requested to identify the roads that will be used to access 
the site.

T5 141 Part II 330.61(i)(2)
Part I/II Report, Section 
7, Page I/II-27 (detailed 
data in Appendix I/IIH)

Incomplete Provide TXDOT response.

The Texas Department of Transportation's (TxDOT's) response to the 25 September 2019 coordination letter was received in a 
letter from TxDOT dated 22 October 2019.  A copy of this letter is provided as requested, to be added to Part I/II, Appendix 
I/IIH as Application Page No. I/IIH-86, along with a follow-up letter to TxDOT dated 29 January 2020, to be added as Page No. 
I/IIH-87 through 92.  Finally, TxDOT's reply letter dated 30 January 2020 is provided (to be added as Page No. I/IIH-93)

NT6 157 Part II 330.61(k)(3)(A)
Part I/II Report, Section 

9.3, Page I/II-33
Ambiguous Include statement certifying an updated stormwater discharge permit.

The Part I/II Report, Section 9.3 (Page I/II-35) has been revised as requested to provide a certification statement signed by the 
owner/operator.

NT7 169 Part II 330.61(o)
Part I/II Report, Section 

13, Page I/II-38; 
Appendix I/IIK

Omitted

The Texas Historical Commission's (THC's) response to the 25 September 2019 request for project review letter was received 
in a response from THC dated 25 October 2019.  A copy of THC's response is provided as requested, to be added to Part I/II, 
Appendix I/IIK as Application Page Nos. I/IIK-32 and 33.  Part I/II Report, Section 6.1.4 (page I/II-21) and Section 13 (Page I/II-
40) have also been revised accordingly.

NT8 170 Part II 330.61(p)
Part I/II Report, Section 

14, Page I/II-39; 
Appendix I/IIL

Omitted

Part I/II, Appendix I/IIL contains documentation to demonstrate that a conformance review request for compliance with the 
Regional Solid Waste Management Plan (RSWMP) was sent to the Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG), along with a 
copy of Parts I and II of the application.  WMTX appeared before the CAPCOG Solid Waste Advisory Committee on 23 January 
2020, at which time they provided an overview of the proposed transfer station.  On 23 January 2020 the SWAC voted that 
they lack sufficient information to make a conformance recommendation to the CAPCOG Executive Committee.  As such, to-
date, CAPCOG has not issued a "review letter" (i.e., a determination on whether the application is in conformance with the 
CAPCOG RSWMP).  Subsequently, WMTX filed (concurrently with this TCEQ Comment Response submittal), a completed 
CAPCOG Regional solid Waste Management Plan Conformance Checklist.  A copy of the 31 January 2020 CAPCOG 
correspondence and completed conformance checklist is being provided for inclusion into Part I/II, Appendix I/IIL (added 
pages I/IIL-1 to 16).

T9 174 Part II 330.61(c)(2)
Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA, 

Drawing I/IIA-13
Incomplete Update to include note 3.

The call-out of Note 3 on Drawing I/IIA-13 in Appendix I/IIA of Part I/II was a typographical error; there is no Note 3 on the 
drawing.  Drawing I/IIA-13 has been revised to delete the call-out.

NT10 176 Part II 330.61(c)(4)
Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA, 

Drawing I/IIA-8
Incomplete Provide a current land use map. 

Drawings I/IIA-8 and I/IIA-9 in Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA provide general and detailed land use mapping information, 
respectively.  In response to this comment, land use mapping data were obtained from the City of Austin in November 2019 
and were used to update Drawing I/IIA-9.   Drawing I/IIA-9 has been revised to show and reference the source of this latest 
available land use map.  Drawing I/IIA-8 has also been revised with an updated table of surrounding land use percentages 
within one mile of the facility.

NT11 181 Part II 330.61(c)(9)

Part I/II, Appendix IIA 
Drawings; survey 

drawing of property 
provided in Appendix 

I/IIC (Pg I/IIC-6)

Incomplete Provide Page 4 of 4 of the facility plat records.

Page 4 of 4 of the plat was inadvertently omitted from the initial hardcopy submittal due to a photocopying error.  The 
requested page is being provided with this submittal.  Due to other requested changes involving a revised transfer station 
registration boundary, a full replacement of Part I/II, Appendix I/IIC is being provided.  The fourth page of the plat is now 
numbered as Page No. I/IIC-8. of this appendix.

T12 200 Part II 330.61(e)
Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA, 

Drawing I/IIA-3
Omitted

Drawing I/IIA-3 of Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA, titled "General Topographic Map,", uses the United States Geological Survey 7.5-
minute series quadrangle sheets for the facility.  The initial submittal of this drawing used an incorrect scale bar.  Drawing 
I/IIA-3 has been revised to correct the scale bar.

T13 201 Part II 330.61(f)
Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA, 

Drawing I/IIA-4
Incorrect Provide correct scale. Drawing I/IIA-4 of Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA has been revised as requested to correct the scale bar.

T14 276 Part III 330.63(b)(2)(C)
Part III Report, Section 

2.3.3, Page III-3
Incomplete Describe measures for control of ponded water. 

Section 2.3.3 of the Part III Report (Page III-5) has been revised as requested to describe the design measures for control of 
ponded water.  Note that the comment was made on the report section on odor control, and in that context the added 
language on ponded water controls is tailored to prevention of odors from ponded water that has come in contact with waste 
(i.e., within the transfer station building).

WPD MSW NOD Table v1 
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Table of Deficiencies - With Applicant Responses

NOD
ID

MRI 
ID

App. Part Citation Location 1st NOD Type NOD Description NOD Response

T15 277 Part III 330.63(b)(2)(D)

Part III Report, Section 
2.3.4, Page III-4; and Part 

III Attachment 1 
Drawings

Incomplete Include storage area and wheel wash in site Plan drawing. 

This comment was discussed with TCEQ on 22 November 2019 to clarify the comment.  As discussed, the September 2019 
version of Attachment 1 Drawing III-1-3 presented existing conditions in the general area of the proposed transfer station, 
including identification of an existing wheel wash and existing storage areas.  The identified wheel wash and storage areas 
will not be used by the transfer station.  Also note that the existing "storage areas" identified on the September 2019 drawing 
are not waste storage areas.

Drawing III-1-3 has been revised to delete the existing "storage areas" and to note that that existing infrastructure in and 
around the transfer station building and access areas will be decommissioned as needed prior to transfer station building 
construction.  Part I/II, Appendix I/IIA, Drawing I/IIA-7 has also been revised in the same manner for consistency.  Also note 
that as part of this response package, the Applicant has made a minor shift to the location of the transfer station building.  
The aforementioned drawings have also been revised to reflect the updated proposed transfer station building location.

T16 278 Part III 330.63(b)(2)(D)

Part III Report, Section 
2.3.4, Page III-4; and Part 

III Attachment 1 
Drawings

Incomplete Provide performance data for storage and processing units.
This comment was discussed with TCEQ on 22 November 2019 to clarify the comment.  As discussed, it was requested that 
performance data on design capacity vs. maximum waste acceptance rate be provided in the Part III Site Development Plan for 
the transfer station.  Accordingly, Section 2.3.4 of the Part III Report (Page III-5) has been revised to provide these data.

T17 280 Part III 330.63(b)(2)(F)

Part III Report, Section 
2.3.4, Page III-4; and Part 

III Attachment 1 
Drawings

Incomplete
Provide engineering designs for containment of storage. Current google 
images show buildings in proposed area, describe change that would occur. 

Sections 2.3.2 and 2.3.4 of the Part III Report (Pages III-4 and 5, respectively) have been revised to note that waste storage will 
take place (and thus be contained within) the transfer station building.  Also, the Drawing III-1-3 revisions described in 
response to Comment ID # T15 also added a note to clarify the need for decommissioning of infrastructure (e.g., existing site 
features in the transfer station area).  

NT18 283 Part III 330.63(b)(2)(I)
Part III Report, Section 

2.3.5, Pages III-5
Inconsistent

States facility will not operate on Sunday, but the proposed operating hours 
state operation on Sundays at 9:00 pm.

Section 2.3.5 of the Part III Report (Page III-6) has been revised to make a statement that is consistent with the proposed 
operating hours in the Part IV SOP.

NT19 716 Part III 330.459(a)
Part III, Attachment 3 

(Closure Plan), Section 2, 
Page 3-2

Incomplete Update closure plan to include a plan for storage units.

The transfer station building is the waste management unit where waste storage will take place - as indicated in the first 
paragraph of Section 2 of the Closure Plan (Page 3-2).  Responses to Comment ID #s T15 and T17 have clarified that the 
previously identified "storage areas" identified on some of the September 2019 drawings (e.g., Drawing III-1-3) are not waste 
storage areas.  Accordingly, the Closure Plan as- submitted is complete, thus no changes have been made to the Closure Plan.

NT20 992 Part IV 330.203(b)
SOP Section 4.2, Page IV-

11
Ambiguous Provide reference of intended destination of generated wastes.

The requested information is provided in Section 4.3 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-12), which has been slightly modified for 
clarity.

NT21 1010 Part IV 330.205(c)
SOP Section 4.3, Page IV-
12 and Section 5, Page 

IV-13
Ambiguous Indicate management of wastewaters in accordance with 330.207. Section 5 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-13) has been revised to include the requested language.

NT22 1026 Part IV 330.209(a)
SOP Section 6.1, Page IV-

14
Ambiguous

Provide details on waste storage methods to not provide food or harborage 
for animals and vectors.

Section 6.1 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-14) has been revised to clarify where and for how long waste will be stored and how it 
will be enclosed/covered.  These methods are intended to limit the length of time waste is stored on the tipping floor, to 
prevent animals and vectors from being attracted to food or to give them the opportunity for harborage.

NT23 1027 Part IV 330.209(b)
SOP Section 6.1, Page IV-

14
Ambiguous Provide location of on-site storage for source-separated recyclables.

Section 6.1 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-14) has been revised to cross-reference Drawings III-1-2 and III-1-4 of Part III, 
Attachment 1 - which have been revised to show the location of a, optional Citizen's Recycling Drop-off Area that has been 
designated in an area away from the transfer station waste processing area.  Section 6.3 of the SOP (Page IV-15) has also been 
revised to describe the optional Citizen's Recycling Drop-off Area.

NT24 1029 Part IV 330.211
SOP Section 6.1, Page IV-

14
Incomplete Address type of containers for storage of waste containing food waste. 

Section 6.2 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-14) has been revised as requested to address the specific rule requirements regarding 
storage of waste containing food wastes.

NT25 1038 Part IV 330.219(a) SOP Section 2, Page IV-2 Incomplete Provide off-site location. Section 2 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-2) has been revised as requested.

NT26 1053 Part IV 330.221(c)
SOP Section 7, Page IV-

16
Incomplete Address fire protection plan compliance with local fire codes.

Section 7 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-16) has been revised as requested to indicate that the plan has been prepared to address 
compliance with local fire codes, and Section 7.1 has been revised in a similar manner to reference the requirement to comply 
with local fire codes for the transfer station building design.

NT27 1054 Part IV 330.221(a)
SOP Section 7, Page IV-

16
Ambiguous Provide details on water availability for firefighting purposes. 

Section 7.1 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-16) has been revised as requested to clarify the source of the pressurized water supply, 
and also to reference that the transfer station building will be designed to comply with applicable local fire codes with respect 
to topics such as provision of an approved water supply and/or fire hydrant access as required by the building permit.

NT28 1058 Part IV 330.223(b)
SOP Section 8.1.3, Page 

IV-20
Inconsistent Show adequate turning radii for access roads in facility drawings.

This comment was discussed with TCEQ on 22 November 2019 to clarify the comment.  From this discussion, the concern 
raised by the comment was whether the presence of a wheel wash would interfere with vehicle turnaround areas.  As 
described in response to Comment ID # T15, the wheel wash will be decommissioned before the transfer station commences 
operation, and drawing revisions have been made accordingly.  This will allow for unimpeded vehicle turnaround areas as 
shown on the drawings.

NT29 1059 Part IV 330.223(b)
SOP Section 8.1.3, Page 
IV-20; Section 8.8, Page 

IV-24
Incomplete Provide details on the measures for controlling mud tracking.

Section 8.8 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-26) has been revised to better clarify the types of all-weather road surfaces that may be 
used, and how the use of all-weather surfacing is a mud control measure because it will prevent the formation of mud.

T30 1067 Part IV 330.227
SOP Section 8.3, Page IV-

22
Omitted

Section 8.3 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-22) has been revised to better clarify where waste processing and storage will occur, 
and to cross-reference the drawing in the Site Development Plan presenting relevant design information for the tipping floor 
and the transfer station building being enclosed.

NT31 1069 Part IV 330.229(a)
Alternate hours are 
requested - see SOP 

Section 8.4, Page IV-22
Inconsistent

(a) Provide justification of waste acceptance and operating hours and (b) 
Revise or delete sentence stating facility not accepting/processing waste on 
Sunday. (facility accepts waste from 9pm Sunday). 

The registration application has been revised to not include hours for waste acceptance and processing on Sundays. Section 
8.4 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-22) has been revised accordingly.  Additionally, Section 8.4 has been revised as requested to 
provide a justification of the proposed waste acceptance and operating hours (Page IV-23 to 24).
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Municipal Solid Waste Registration No. 40306
Austin Community Transfer Station

Table of Deficiencies - With Applicant Responses

NOD
ID

MRI 
ID

App. Part Citation Location 1st NOD Type NOD Description NOD Response

NT32 1075 Part IV 330.233(a)(1)
SOP Section 8.6, Page IV-

23 & 24
Ambiguous Describe litter control devices to be used.

Section 8.6 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-25) has been revised as requested to describe the litter control devices/measures to be 
used.  As noted, windblown litter will be minimized by unloading and transferring waste within the enclosed transfer station 
building.

NT33 1083 Part IV 330.241(a)
SOP Section 8.10, Page 

IV-25
Incomplete

Describe procedure facility design capacity will not be exceeded or reference 
location of description. 

Section 8.10 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-26) has been revised as requested to describe the procedure the facility will use to 
ensure the facility design capacity rate is not exceeded.

NT34 1088 Part IV 330.243(b)
SOP Section 8.11, Page 

IV-25
Incomplete Provide methods to be employed in preventing water accumulation. 

Section 8.11 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-27) has been revised as requested to indicate that the tipping floor will be sloped 
towards a floor drain, which will prevent the accumulation of wash waters.  Also on a closely-related topic, in response to 
Comment ID # NT37, Section 8.12 of the SOP has also been revised to reference the sloped tipping floor as a means of 
preventing ponded water.

NT35 1092 Part IV 330.245(c)
SOP Section 8.12, Page 

IV-26
Omitted Include details of odor retaining containers and vessels to be used. Section 8.12 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-27 to 28) has been revised as requested (see added bullet list in this Section).

NT36 1095 Part IV 330.245(f)(1) – (4)
SOP Section 8.12, Page 

IV-26
Ambiguous Indicate measures to be used. Section 8.12 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-27 to 28) has been revised as requested (see added bullet list in this Section).

NT37 1099 Part IV 330.245(k)
SOP Section 8.12, Page 

IV-26
Incomplete Address methods for preventing and controlling ponded water. Section 8.12 of the Part IV SOP (Page IV-27 to 28) has been revised as requested (see added bullet list in this Section).
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REDLINE/STRIKETHROUGH 

(i.e., “MARKED”) PAGES 

 

To facilitate TCEQ’s review, the attached pages present a redline/strikethrough “marked” 
version of the proposed text revisions to the registration application.  Note that due to re-
pagination of the redline/strikethrough version, the page numbers may not match the final 
page numbers in the “clean” (replacement page) version. 

For convenience, divider tabs are provided to indicate which portion of the application the 
revisions pertain.  The designation “ST” on the tabs is an abbreviation for “strikethrough” 
and is intended to help identify the tabs that contain the redline/strikethrough versions, as 
opposed to the “clean” replacement pages provided subsequently with this response. 
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CLEAN REPLACEMENT PAGES 
 

The pages that follow completely replace the previous versions of these pages.  For 
convenience, divider tabs are provided to indicate which portion of the application the 
revisions pertain. 

 



 

 
Applicant: 

Waste Management of Texas, Inc. 
 
 

REGISTRATION APPLICATION 
 

AUSTIN COMMUNITY TRANSFER STATION 
TYPE V MSW FACILITY 

REGISTRATION NO. MSW-40306 
AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
 

VOLUME I OF I 
 
 

Owner/Operator: 
Waste Management of Texas, Inc. 

 
 

Physical Site Address: 
9900 Giles Road 

Austin, Texas  78754 
(512) 272-6245 

 
 

Prepared by: 
 
 
 

 
8217 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 200 

Austin, Texas 78757 
(512) 451-4003 

 
 

Submitted September 2019; Revised January 2020 
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PART I APPLICATION FORM 

 



TCEQ-0650, Part I Application (rev. 09-01-2019) Form - Page 1 of 11 

Facility Name: Austin Community Transfer Station 
Permittee/Registrant Name: Waste Management of Texas, Inc. 
MSW Authorization #:40306 
Initial Submittal Date: 9/26/2019 
Revision Date: 1/31/2020 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

Part I Application Form for New Permit, Permit 
Amendment, or Registration for a 

Municipal Solid Waste Facility 

1.  Reason for Submittal 

 Initial Submittal  Notice of Deficiency (NOD) Response 

2.  Authorization Type 

 Permit  Registration 

3.  Application Type 

 New Permit  Permit Major Amendment  Permit Major Amendment (Limited Scope) 

 New Registration 

4.  Application Fees 

Amount 
 $2,050 for Permits and Permit Amendments  $150 for Registrations 

Payment Method 
 Check  Online through ePay portal <https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/epay/> 

If paid online, enter ePay Trace Number: 582EA000359216 

5.  Application URL 

Is the application submitted for a Type I Arid Exempt (AE) or Type IV AE facility? 

 Yes  No 

If the answer is “No”, provide the URL address of a publicly accessible internet web site 
where the application and all revisions to that application will be posted. 
http://www.wm.com/wm/permits-texas/permits.jsp 

  

https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/epay/
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6.  Application Publishing 

Party Responsible for Publishing Notice: 

 Applicant   Agent in Service  Consultant 

Contact Name: Scott Graves Title: Principal 

7.  Alternative Language Notice 

Is an alternative language notice required for this application? (For determination refer to 
Alternative Language Checklist on the Public Notice Verification Form TCEQ-20244-Waste) 

 Yes  No 

8.  Public Place Location of Application 

Name of the Public Place: University Hills Branch Library 

Physical Address: 4721 Loyola Ln 

City: Austin   County: Travis  State: TX  Zip Code: 78723 

(Area code) Telephone Number: 512-974-9940 

9.  Consolidated Permit Processing 

Is this submittal part of a consolidated permit processing request, in accordance with 30 
TAC Chapter 33? 

 Yes  No   Not Applicable 

If “Yes”, state the other TCEQ program authorizations requested:        

10.  Confidential Documents 

Does the application contain confidential documents? 

 Yes  No 

If “Yes”, cross-reference the confidential documents throughout the application and submit 
as a separate attachment in a binder clearly marked “CONFIDENTIAL.” 

  



TCEQ-0650, Part I Application (rev. 09-01-2019) Form - Page 3 of 11 

11.  Permits and Construction Approvals 

Permit or Approval Received Pending Not 
Applicable 

Hazardous Waste Management Program under the 
Texas Solid Waste Disposal Act    

Underground Injection Control Program under the 
Texas Injection Well Act    

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
Program under the Clean Water Act and Waste 
Discharge Program under Texas Water Code, 
Chapter 26 

   

Prevention of Significant Deterioration Program under 
the Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA). 
Nonattainment Program under the FCAA 

   

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants Preconstruction Approval under the FCAA    

Ocean Dumping Permits under the Marine Protection 
Research and Sanctuaries Act    

Dredge or Fill Permits under the CWA    

Licenses under the Texas Radiation Control Act    

Other (describe) TCEQ Permit MSW-249D (Type I 
Landfill)    

Other (describe) TPDES Permit TXR05AJ96*    

Other (describe) Title V Air O-01525*; Air New Source 
Reg No. 85436*    

Other (describe)  
Petroleum Storage Tank Reg Nos. 15649 and 78669; 
*Refers to permits received for the Austin Community 
RDF facility.  Refer to Section 5.5 of the Part I/II 
Report for more information. 
 

   

12.  General Facility Information 

Facility Name: Austin Community Transfer Station 

Contact Name: Charles Rivette    Title: Director 

MSW Authorization No. (if available): 40306 

Regulated Entity Reference No. (if issued)*: RN100215938 

Physical or Street Address (if available): 9900 Giles Road 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: TX  Zip Code: 78754 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-272-6245 

Latitude (Degrees, Minutes Seconds): 30° 20' 02.59" N 

Longitude (Degrees, Minutes Seconds): 97° 37' 22.85" W 

Benchmark Elevation (above mean sea level): 636.049ft. 
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Provide a description of the location of the facility with respect to known or easily 
identifiable landmarks: The facility is located at 9900 Giles Road, approximately 
500-feet north of the intersection of Giles Road and US Highway 290 in Austin, 
Travis County, Texas 

Detail access routes from the nearest United States or state highway to the facility: US 
290 to Giles Road.  The facility entrance is on the west side of Giles Road, 
approximately 500-feet north of US 290. 
*If this number has not been issued for the facility, complete a TCEQ Core Data Form (TCEQ-10400) and submit 
it with this application. List the Facility as the Regulated Entity. 

13.  Facility Type(s)  

 Type I    Type IV    Type V  

 Type I AE   Type IV AE    Type VI 

14.  Activities Conducted at the Facility  
 Storage   Processing    Disposal 

15.  Facility Waste Management Unit(s)  

 Landfill Unit(s)    Incinerator(s) 

 Class 1 Landfill Unit(s)   Autoclave(s) 

 Process Tank(s)    Refrigeration Unit(s) 

 Storage Tank(s)    Mobile Processing Unit(s) 

 Tipping Floor     Type VI Demonstration Unit 

 Storage Area     Compost Pile(s) and/or Vessel(s) 

 Container(s)     Other (specify):       

 Roll-off Boxes     Other (specify):       

 Surface Impoundment   Other (specify)       

16.  Description of Proposed Facility or Changes to Existing Facility 

Provide a brief description of the proposed activities if application is for a new facility, or 
the proposed changes to an existing facility or permit conditions if the application is for an 
amendment. 
This is a registration application for a proposed new Type V MSW facility 
(transfer station) that will be located within the permitted boundaries of an MSW 
Type I facility (namely, the Austin Community RDF, TCEQ Permit No. MSW-249D). 
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17.  Facility Contact Information 

Site Operator (Permittee/Registrant) Name: Waste Management of Texas, Inc. 

Customer Reference No. (if issued)*: CN600127856 

Contact Name: Charles Rivette    Title: Director 

Mailing Address: 9900 Giles Road 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: TX  Zip Code: 78754 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-272-6245 

Email Address:  crivette@wm.com 

TX Secretary of State (SOS) Filing Number:  0022300000 

*If the Site Operator (Permittee/Registrant) does not have this number, complete a TCEQ Core Data Form 
(TCEQ-10400) and submit it with this application. List the Site Operator (Permittee/Registrant) as the Customer. 
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Operator Name1: Same as "Site Operator (Permittee/Registrant)" 

Customer Reference No. (if issued)*:       

Contact Name:         Title:       

Mailing Address:       

City:        County:        State:        Zip Code:       

(Area Code) Telephone Number:       

Email Address:       

TX SOS Filing Number:       

1If the Operator is the same as Site Operator/Permittee type “Same as “Site Operator (Permittee/Registrant)”. 
*If the Operator does not have this number, complete a TCEQ Core Data Form (TCEQ-10400) and submit it with 
this application. List the Operator as the customer. 

Consultant Name (if applicable): Geosyntec Consultants 

Texas Board of Professional Engineers Firm Registration Number: 1182 

Contact Name: Scott Graves   Title: Principal 

Mailing Address: 8217 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 200 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: TX  Zip Code: 78754 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-451-4003 

E-Mail Address: sgraves@geosyntec.com 

Agent in Service Name (required only for out-of-state):       

Mailing Address:       

City:        County:        State:        Zip Code:       

(Area Code) Telephone Number:       

E-Mail Address:       

18.  Facility Supervisor’s License 

Select the Type of License that the Solid Waste Facility Supervisor, as defined in 30 TAC 
Chapter 30, Occupational Licenses and Registrations, will obtain prior to commencing 
facility operations. 

 Class A  Class B 

19.  Ownership Status of the Facility 

 Corporation   Limited Partnership  Federal Government 

 Individual   City Government   Other Government 

 Sole Proprietorship  County Government  Military 

 General Partnership  State Government  Other (specify):      
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Does the Site Operator (Permittee/Registrant) own all the facility units and all the facility 
property? 

 Yes  No 

If “No”, provide the information requested below for any additional ownership. 

Owner Name:       

Street or P.O. Box:       

City:        County:        State:        Zip Code:       

(Area Code) Telephone Number:       

Email Address (optional):       

20.  Other Governmental Entities Information 

Texas Department of Transportation District: Austin District 

District Engineer’s Name: Tucker Ferguson, P.E. 

Street Address or P.O. Box: 7901 N. I-35 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: Texas  Zip Code: 78753 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-832-7000 

E-Mail Address (optional):       

The Local Governmental Authority Responsible for Road Maintenance (if 
applicable): Travis County, TNR Road and Bridge Division 

Contact Person’s Name: Supervisor, Austin East Maintenance Facility 

Street Address or P.O. Box: 8902 FM 969 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: TX  Zip Code: 78724 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: (512) 854-9433 

E-Mail Address (optional):        

City Mayor Information 

City Mayor’s Name: Not Applicable (N/A) - transfer station facility not within 

corporate limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of a city 

Office Address:       

City:        County:        State:        Zip Code:       

(Area Code) Telephone Number:       

E-Mail Address (optional):       



TCEQ-0650, Part I Application (rev. 09-01-2019) Form - Page 8 of 11 

City Health Authority:N/A - transfer station facility not within corporate limits or ETJ of a 

city 

Contact Person’s Name:       

Street Address or P.O. Box:       

City:        County:        State:        Zip Code:       

(Area Code) Telephone Number:       

E-Mail Address (optional):       

County Judge Information 

County Judge’s Name: Sarah Eckhardt 

Street Address or P.O. Box: 700 Lavaca, Suite 2.300 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: Texas  Zip Code: 78767 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-854-9555 

E-Mail Address (optional):       

County Health Authority: Travis County Health and Human Services 

Contact Person’s Name: Sherri Fleming 

Street Address or P.O. Box: 100 N Interstate 35 Frontage Road #2000 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: Texas  Zip Code: 78701 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-854-4100 

E-Mail Address (optional):       

State Representative Information 

District Number: 50 

State Representative’s Name: Celia Israel 

District Office Address: P.O. Box 2910 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: Texas  Zip Code: 78768 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-463-0821 

E-Mail Address (optional):       

State Senator Information 

District Number: 14 

State Senator’s Name: Kirk Watson 

District Office Address: P.O. Box 12068 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: Texas   Zip Code: 78711 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-463-0114 

E-Mail Address (optional):       



TCEQ-0650, Part I Application (rev. 09-01-2019) Form - Page 9 of 11 

Council of Government (COG) Name: Capital Area Council of Governments 

COG Representative’s Name: Kenneth May 

COG Representative’s Title: Solid Waste Coordinator 

Street Address or P.O. Box: 6800 Burleson Road, Building 310, Suite 165 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: Texas  Zip Code: 78744 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-916-6000 

E-Mail Address (optional):

River Basin Authority Name: Lower Colorado River Authority 

Contact Person’s Name: Phil Wilson 

Watershed Sub-Basin Name: Lower Colorado River 

Street Address or P.O. Box: 3700 Lake Austin Boulivard 

City: Austin  County: Travis  State: Texas  Zip Code: 78703 

(Area Code) Telephone Number: 512-578-3200 

E-Mail Address (optional):

Coastal Management Program 

Is the facility within the Coastal Management Program boundary? 

 Yes  No 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

The facility is located in the following District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: 

 Albuquerque, NM  Galveston, TX 

 Ft. Worth, TX  Tulsa, OK 

Local Government Jurisdiction 

Within City Limits of: N/A 

Within Extraterritorial Jurisdiction of: N/A 

Is the facility located in an area in which the governing body of the municipality or county 
has prohibited the storage, processing or disposal of municipal or industrial solid waste? 

 Yes  No 

If “Yes”, provide a copy of the ordinance or order as an attachment. 

(1) (1) See clarification on cover page of Exhibit A to Part I Form.
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Part I Attachments 

(See Instructions for P.E. seal requirements.) 

Required Attachments  Attachment No. 
Supplementary Technical Report Part I/II Report 
Property Legal Description Appendix I/IIC 
Property Metes and Bounds Description Appendix I/IIC 
Facility Legal Description Appendix I/IIC 
    Facility Metes and Bounds Description Appendix I/IIC 
    Metes and Bounds Drawings Appendix I/IIC 
    On-Site Easements Drawing Appendix I/IIC 
Land Ownership Map Appendix I/IIB 
Land Ownership List  Appendix I/IIB 
   Electronic List or Mailing Labels  with Cover Letter 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) County Map Appendix I/IIA 
General Location Map Appendix I/IIA 
General Topographic Map Appendix I/IIA 
Verification of Legal Status Appendix I/IID 
Property Owner Affidavit Appendix I/IID 
Evidence of Competency Appendix I/IIE 
Additional Attachments as Applicable- Select all those apply and add as necessary 

 TCEQ Core Data Form(s) with Cover Letter 
 Signatory Authority Delegation Appendix I/IIF 
 Fee Payment Receipt with Cover Letter on App Form 
 Confidential Documents       
 Waste Storage, Processing and Disposal Ordinances Exhibit A to Part I Form 
 Final Plat Record of Property Appendix I/IIC 
 Certificate of Fact (Certificate of Incorporation) Appendix I/IID 
 Assumed Name Certificate       



 
Austin Community Transfer Station, Travis County 

Type V MSW Facility, Transfer Station Registration Application 
Part I Form, Exhibit A 

 

 
GW7107    Geosyntec Consultants 

January 2020 
Page No. Exhibit A-Cvr  

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A TO PART I FORM 

COPY OF ORDINANCE 

TRAVIS COUNTY REGULATIONS FOR SITING OF SOLID 
WASTE FACILITIES (Amended 9/17/2019) 

 

Note:  On Page 9 of the Part I Form under Local Government Jurisdiction, the box is checked 
“Yes” to indicate that the facility will be located in an area where there is a county ordinance 
purporting to prohibit storage, processing or disposal of municipal or industrial solid waste. 
Although the county ordinance does not apply to this application, a copy is provided. 



Amendments added through 9/17/2019, Item 21  Page 1 of 10 

Chapter 312. Siting of Solid Waste Facilities1 
Contents 
312.001 Definitions 1 
312.002 Application of Ordinance 4 
312.003 Siting Criteria for Minor Facilities 6 
312.004 Siting Criteria for Major Facilities 6 
312.005 Special Siting Criteria: Airports 7 
312.006 Special Siting Criteria: Floodplains 7 
312.0061 Landfills 7 
312.007 Variances 8 
312.008 Severability 10 
312.009 No Implied Determinations 10 

312.001 Definitions2 

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, in this chapter: 
(1) “Airport” means an airport that is open to the general public for 

the landing or takeoff of aircraft with or without a prior request to 
use the airport.  

(1.1) “Clean Wood” means tree trunks and stumps, branches, brush, 
wood or wood products that have been cut or shaped, including 
wet, air-dried, and kiln-dried products. Clean wood does not 
include wood products that have been painted, pigment-stained, 
or pressure treated by toxic preservatives including copper 
chromium arsenate, pentachlorophenol, or creosote or any 
other toxic preservative. Clean wood does not include 
vegetation killed by any systemic herbicide. 

(2) “Executive Manager” or “County Executive” means the County 
Executive of the Travis County Transportation and Natural 
Resources Department.  

(3) “Health care facility” means a hospital, a nursing home, or 
overnight facility that provides medical care or treatment under 
the direction of a licensed physician to four or more persons 
unrelated to the proprietor or operator of the facility.  

(4) “Individual residence” means any structure intended to serve as 
the primary residence of, and is actually inhabited by a human 
being. A structure is presumed to be an individual residence if it 

                                                           
1 Chapter 62 was adopted by the Travis County Commissioners Court on 7/22/2003, (item 34). 
Chapter 62 was renumbered as Chapter 312 on June 1, 2018 (approved May 15, 2018, Item 7). 
“Executive Manager” updated to “County Executive” throughout May 29, 2018, Item 8. Chapter 
312 was amended September 17, 2019, Item 21, with an effective date of September 17, 2019. 
2 Section 312.001 was amended 9/17/2019, Item 21. 
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is designed for human residential habitation and is connected to 
water and electrical utilities.  

(5) “Minor facility” means a transfer station or recycling facility.  
(6) “Major Facility” means any solid waste processing and disposal 

facility other than a minor facility or landfills classified as Type I 
or IV by TCEQ rules at Title 30, Texas Administrative Code, as 
it existed on the effective date of the subsection. 

(6.1) “Mulch” means ground, coarse, woody yard trimmings, clean 
wood and other vegetative material. Paper and manure may be 
added to mulch. “Mulch” also means to treat or cover with 
mulch.  

(7) “Neighborhood” means any manufactured or mobile home 
development, apartment or condominium complex, subdivision, 
or community, having a total of nine or more individual 
residences or residential units and an overall average density of 
one residential unit or more per acre. 

(7.1) “Person” means an individual, corporation, organization, 
government or governmental subdivision or agency, business 
trust, partnership, association, or any other legal entity. 

(8) “Place of worship” means an enclosed structure that is owned 
by a religious institution or organization and that is used 
primarily as a place of regular group ceremony or meditation, 
education, and fellowship, and the purpose of which is to 
manifest or develop reverence, homage, and commitment in 
behalf of a religious faith.  

(9) “Processing and disposal” means the discharging, depositing, 
injecting, dumping, spilling, leaking, placing, collecting, handling, 
transporting, storing, or processing of solid waste, including the 
systematic control of the activities of generation, source 
separation, treatment, composting, recycling beneficial use, 
resource recovery, or land application.  

(10) “Public park or historic facility” means real property owned or 
operated, or a facility officially designated as historic pursuant to 
express statutory authority, by a unit of federal, state, or local 
government, and that is used for the primary purpose of public 
congregation or visitation for recreation or historical or scientific 
education.  

(11) “Public water well” means a water well that is owned or 
operated by a utility subject to regulation by TCEQ and that 
presently supplies or is capable of supplying potable water.  
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(12) “Receptor” means a public water well, school or day-care 
center, place of worship, health care facility, public park or 
historic facility, individual residence, or neighborhood.  

(13) “Recycling facility” means a solid waste processing and disposal 
facility where paper, plastic, glass, or metal materials, that are 
scrapped, discarded, used, surplus, or obsolete, or have served 
their intended use, and are collected, separated, or processed 
and returned to use in the form of new products or raw materials 
in the production of new products rather than being permanently 
disposed of at the recycling facility.  

(14) “School or day-care center” means a public or private facility, 
other than a home school, attendance at which satisfies the 
compulsory school attendance requirements of Section 25.085 
and Section 25.086, Education Code, as the sections existed on 
the effective date of this chapter, or a daycare center as defined 
in Section 42.002, Human Resources Code, as the section 
existed on the effective date of this chapter.  

(15) ”Solid waste” means solid, liquid, semisolid, or contained 
gaseous waste resulting from or incidental to municipal, 
community, commercial, industrial, institutional, agricultural, 
mining, or recreational activities, including sludge, garbage, 
rubbish, refuse, ashes, street cleaning, dead animals, 
abandoned automobiles, and other discarded material. The term 
does not include the following:  
(A) solid or dissolved material in domestic sewage, or solid 

or dissolved material in irrigation return flows, or 
industrial discharges subject to regulation by permit 
issued under Chapter 26, Water Code;  

(B) soil, dirt, rock, sand, and other natural or man-made inert 
solid materials used to fill land if the object of the fill is to 
make the land suitable for the construction of surface 
improvements;  

(C) waste materials that result from activities associated with 
the exploration, development or production of oil or as or 
geothermal resources and other substances or material 
regulated by the Railroad Commission of Texas under 
Section 91.101 Natural Resources Code; or  

(D) hazardous waste.  
(16) [Reserved] 
(17) “Solid waste processing and disposal facility” means land, 

structures, appurtenances, and other improvements on land, 
used for management or disposal of solid waste, including any 
incinerator, landfill, transfer station, or land application, 
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beneficial use, or composting site. The term includes a publicly 
or privately owned solid waste facility consisting of several 
processing, storage, or disposal operational units, such as one 
or more landfills, surface impoundments, or a combination of 
units.  

(17.5) “TCAD” means Travis Central Appraisal District. 
(18) “TCEQ” means the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality or any successor agency.  
(19) “Transfer station” means a fixed facility used solely to facilitate 

the transfer of solid waste from collection vehicles to long-haul 
vehicles for transport to another solid waste processing and 
disposal facility for further or final processing and disposal.  

(20) “Unit” means a discrete area of land or an excavation, or a 
building, where solid waste is processed or disposed, and that 
may be smaller than the facility within which the unit is located, 
and that does not include land, structures, appurtenances, and 
other improvements on land, that are beyond that discrete area 
or building, in which solid waste is processed or disposed. 

312.002 Application of Ordinance3 

(a) Processing and disposal of solid waste in areas not meeting the 
requirements of County Code sections 312.003 through 312.0061 is 
declared to be an inappropriate land use and is prohibited, unless 
Travis County issues a variance pursuant to section 312.007. This 
chapter does not apply to:  
(1) areas inside the full purpose corporate limits of any municipality;  
(2) an area for which a complete application for a permit or other 

authorization under Chapter 361, Health & Safety Code, has 
been filed with, and that is pending before, TCEQ prior to the 
effective date of the applicable provision of this chapter and that 
is finally approved by TCEQ;  

(3) an area for which a permit or other authorization under Chapter 
361, Health & Safety Code, has been issued by TCEQ prior to 
the effective date of the applicable provision of this chapter and 
remains in effect;  

(4) an area to which Section 361.090, Health & Safety Code, 
applies;  

(5) processing and disposal of biosolids at a municipally-owned 
municipal wastewater treatment and biosolids facility; or 

                                                           
3 312.002 was amended 9/17/2019, Item 21. 
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(6) any activity that otherwise qualifies as solid waste processing 
and disposal, but constitutes a de minimis activity, including the 
following:  
(A) collection stations for household hazardous waste or 

citywide or roadside cleanups;  
(B) composting and land application of source-separated 

yard trimmings, clean wood material, vegetative material, 
manure, and paper;  

(C) mulch processing and production, both without manure;  
(D) agricultural operations that compost and use agricultural 

materials onsite, and disposal of litter or other solid waste 
generated by a person on that person’s own land, for 
other than commercial purposes not exceeding 2,000 
pounds per year; 

(E) a minor change to the pattern or place of processing and 
disposal within the outermost perimeter of a facility’s 
footprint, that does not increase the maximum height or 
overall volumetric capacity of the facility, or any similar 
activity that the County Executive determines to be de 
minimis. 

(b) The exception for areas described in Section 312.002(a)(3)–(4) 
includes only those types of processing or disposal and only those 
discrete units specifically authorized by TCEQ. Other types of 
processing and disposal and processing, and processing disposal 
outside or in excess of the capacity of those units, are not excepted 
from this chapter. 

(c) Where this chapter requires solid waste to be processed and disposed 
of at certain distances from a receptor, those distances shall be 
measured from the edge of each individual unit in which solid waste 
processing and disposal is to be permitted to the edge of the area lying 
within 100 feet of a receptor that existed as of the date the application 
for the permit or other authorization in question is filed. No requirement 
to process or dispose of solid waste at a certain distance from an 
individual residence, school or day-care center, place of worship, 
health care facility, public park or historic facility shall apply if a person 
has filed with the County Executive and in the Travis County Real 
Property Records written consent to the processing or disposal of solid 
waste at a distance closer than that specified by this chapter.  

(d) Unless otherwise required by state or federal law, no department, 
official, or employee under the supervision of the Travis County 
Commissioners Court may issue a county permit or other approval for 
a solid waste management or disposal facility that does not meet the 
requirements of this chapter. Any permit issued based on false, 
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incorrect, or incomplete information produced in association with the 
permit application is voidable.  

312.003 Siting Criteria for Minor Facilities4 

Solid waste may be processed and disposed of at a minor facility only if the 
minor facility is located at least 350 feet from all:  

(1) public water wells,  
(2) schools or day-care centers,  
(3) places of worship,  
(4) health care facilities,  
(5) public parks or historic facilities, and  
(6) individual residences.  

312.004 Siting Criteria for Major Facilities 

Solid waste may be processed and disposed of at a major facility only if the 
major facility is located: 

(1) at least 1500 feet from all:  
(A) public water wells,  
(B) schools or day-care centers,  
(C) places of worship,  
(D) health care facilities,  
(E) public parks and historic facilities, and  
(F) individual residences;  

(2) at least 5280 feet from all neighborhoods;  
(3) at least 500 feet from the recharge zone of the Colorado River 

Alluvial Aquifer, including associated terrace deposits, as 
depicted by the Geologic Atlas of Texas, Qal and Qt Map Units, 
Austin Sheet, University of Texas at Austin Bureau of Economic 
Geology, 1974 (reprinted 1995);  

(4) outside the recharge and contributing zones of the Barton 
Springs and Northern segments of the Edwards Aquifer, as 
mapped by TCEQ under 30 Texas Administrative Code 213 and 
housed at TCEQ’s Region 11 Office, and the Trinity Aquifer 
recharge zone as depicted by Aquifers of Texas, Ashworth, J.B. 
and Hopkins, J., Report No. 345, Texas Water Development 
Board (1995);  

                                                           
4 312.003 was amended 9/17/2019, item 21 
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(5) at least 3,000 feet from Lake Travis, Lake Austin, or any other 
public surface drinking water reservoir; or  

(6) where the major facility will take its primary vehicular access 
from a road that is or will prior to commencement of operations 
at the facility be capable of withstanding a minimum of 
2,000,000 18-kip single axle loads for a 20-year period 
assuming 750 trucks per day. 

312.005 Special Siting Criteria: Airports5 

Putrescible solid waste may be processed and disposed of only in an area:  
(1) greater than 10,000 feet from the runway ends of any airport at 

which jet aircraft take off and land; and  
(2) greater than 5,000 feet from the runway ends of any other 

airport.  

312.006 Special Siting Criteria: Floodplains6 

Solid waste may be processed and disposed of only in an area that complies with 
the requirements of Chapter 464, Travis County Code. 

312.0061 Landfills7 

(a) This section applies to the processing and disposal of solid waste at 
Type I through IV landfills as defined by TCEQ regulations in effect on 
the date of this section. 

(b) Solid waste processing and disposal at Type I through IV landfills is 
prohibited except as follows: 
(1) Processing and disposal of Type IV solid waste is not prohibited 

on the land in TCAD Property ID Numbers 297471, 298867 
(“IESI Travis County Landfill”); 

(2) Processing and disposal of Type I through IV solid waste is not 
prohibited on the land in TCAD Property ID Numbers  352540, 
352534, 300573, 351860, 300484, 300492, 300553, 300557, 
300568, 300588, 300606, 301083, 301490, 301491, 351835, 
351839, 351852, 351854, 351855, 351856, 351858, 351863, 
351864, 351868, 351869, 351870, 351873, 352531, 352532, 
352536, 352537, 352538, 352539, 352562, 374038, 382570, 
382571,726401, 352559, 352541 (“TDS Landfill”); 

                                                           
5 312.005 was amended 9/17/2019, Item 21. 
6 312.006 was amended 9/17/2019, Item 21. 
7 312.00061 was added 9/17/2019, Item 21. 
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(3) Processing and disposal of Type I through IV solid waste is not 
prohibited on the land in TCAD Property ID Number 840515 
(“West Travis County Site”); and 

(4)  The types of processing and disposal of Type I through IV solid 
waste is not prohibited in units authorized in a permit issued 
before the effective date of this section on the land in TCAD 
Property ID Numbers 236645 and 711099. Other types of 
processing and disposal and processing and disposal outside or 
in excess of the capacity of those units are prohibited there. 
(“WMI”) 

(c) No other TCAD parcels may be used for solid waste processing and 
disposal. 

(d) References to TCAD Property ID Numbers means those in existence 
on the effective date of this section.  

312.007 Variances8 

(a) If all requirements of this section are met to Travis County's 
satisfaction, Travis County may issue a variance for the processing 
and disposal of solid waste in an area where it is otherwise declared 
inappropriate and prohibited under Section 312.002(a). A person 
seeking a variance shall submit to the County Executive the following 
information, the amount and detail of the information shall be 
commensurate with the volume of and potential for adverse impacts 
from the proposed processing and disposal activities, as determined by 
the County Executive: 
(1) Satisfactory evidence of the impracticability of locating or having 

located a facility in an area where the processing and disposal 
of solid waste is not prohibited by this chapter;  

(2) Satisfactory assurances that the facility operator will comply with 
all necessary conditions and employ all necessary measures to 
protect public health, safety, and welfare by mitigating any 
adverse impacts on adjacent property, natural resources, and 
persons who reside, work, or recreate adjacent to the facility; 

(3) Satisfactory evidence of the degree to which the proposed 
facility or expansion will contribute to meeting the solid waste 
management needs of the Capitol Area Planning Council 
region; 

(4) Copies of the notices of violation, notices of enforcement, final 
judicial or administrative orders, agreed orders or settlements, 
and all other compliance history information required under 

                                                           
8 312.007 was amended 9/17/2019, Item 21. 
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Subchapter Q, Chapter 5, Water Code, and the rules adopted 
thereunder, for the facility in question and any other facility in 
the State of Texas under the control of the same operator, 
supplemented by copies of any notices, of violation, notices of 
enforcement, citations, indictments, final judicial or 
administrative orders, agreed orders or settlements, and other 
compliance history information issued or produced after the date 
of the foregoing Subchapter Q, Chapter 5, Water Code, 
information; and  

(5) A certification that written notice of the variance request, 
including a request that written comments be submitted to 
Travis County within 30 days, was both posted prominently at 
the site of the facility and mailed to all property owners either 
within 350 feet of the facility if it is a minor facility, or within 1500 
feet of the facility if it is a major facility, or a Type I through IV 
landfill as defined by TCEQ regulations in effect on the effective 
date of this section, and to any homeowners association of any 
neighborhood if a major facility or Type I through IV landfill is 
proposed within 5,280 feet of the neighborhood. Property 
ownership shall be determined by reference to records of the 
Travis Central Appraisal District. 

(b) Within 30 days after the end of the written comment period, the County 
Executive shall issue a written determination of whether to issue the 
variance under Subsection (c) below and post it on the Travis County 
web site. Persons entitled to mailed notice under Section 312.007(b)(5) 
or the person requesting the variance may file a written appeal to the 
Commissioners Court within 30 days of an adverse determination by 
the County Executive. If an appeal is filed, at the earliest practicable 
date the Commissioners Court shall hold a public hearing and 
determine whether to issue the variance under Subsection (d) below. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) Travis County may issue a variance order authorizing, and specially 

designating as an appropriate land use, the processing and disposal of 
solid waste in the area if the County finds that the following 
requirements are met: 
(1) It is impracticable to process and dispose of the solid waste at a 

facility located in an area where the processing and disposal of 
solid waste is not prohibited by this chapter; 

(2) Taking into account the information described in Section 
312.007(a)(1) through (4) and any other significant and reliable 
information obtained by the County, there are adequate 
assurances that the operator will comply with all necessary 
conditions and employ all necessary measures to protect the 
public health, safety, and welfare by mitigating any adverse 
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impacts on persons, property, and natural resources adjacent to 
the facility, and that the operator has agreed to an adequate 
remediation plan that the operator shall be obligated to 
implement in the event of any release of pollutants or waste 
from the facility; and 

(3) The facility will provide an overall public benefit in light of the 
solid waste management needs of the Capitol Area Planning 
Council region.  

312.008 Severability 

If this ordinance is declared partially void or unenforceable by an order of a court 
of competent jurisdiction, the remaining parts of this ordinance shall be construed 
as remaining in effect to the full degree allowed by that order.  

312.009 No Implied Determinations9 

The exemption from this chapter of any solid waste processing and disposal 
facility, or the failure of this chapter to prohibit processing and disposal of solid 
waste in any particular area does not constitute the County's determination that 
either such a facility or the disposal and processing of solid waste in such an 
area is an appropriate land use.  
The County reserves the right to participate fully in administrative and legal 
proceedings regarding such areas and facilities, including but not limited to land 
use compatibility hearings under 30 Texas Administration Code Section 331.60, 
and to base its positions in such proceedings on the individual circumstances of 
the facility or area in question, including but not limited to a position that a permit 
should be amended or denied on the basis of land use as provided by Section 
361.089, Health & Safety Code. 

                                                           
9 312.009 was amended 9/17/2019, Item 17. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Terms of Reference 

Waste Management of Texas, Inc. (WMTX) is submitting an application to register a Type V 
municipal solid waste (MSW) transfer station facility.  Within this report, the terms “facility” and 
“site” refer to the transfer station facility and its registration boundary, unless expressly stated 
otherwise.  The proposed facility will be located within the permitted boundaries of an MSW 
Type I facility (namely, the Austin Community Recycling and Disposal Facility (RDF), TCEQ 
Permit No. MSW-249D).  The facility is located on the east side of Austin, Texas, in Travis 
County. 

The purpose of the transfer station is to provide an efficient means to transfer MSW to duly-
permitted landfills as the Austin Community RDF landfill nears its full capacity and after the 
landfill has ceased accepting waste and is in the process of being/is closed.  The proposed facility 
will provide WMTX with the ability to transfer MSW from collection vehicles to larger transfer 
trailers for shipment to duly-permitted landfills.   

The complete registration application is divided into Parts I through IV as required by 30 TAC 
§330.57.  Part I includes the Part I Application Form, this report, and attached appendices.  These 
materials collectively present site and applicant information to address the items required by 
30 TAC §330.59; 30 TAC §281.5; and 30 TAC §305.45.  Part II presents an existing conditions 
summary and information on the character of the facility and surrounding area.  Part II has been 
combined with Part I, as allowed.  This includes provision of a single Part I/II Supplemental 
Technical Report (i.e., this report), referencing and attaching as appendices the various required 
informational items of Parts I and II   

Part III presents facility design information, schematic designs of the facility, and required plans.  
Part IV presents the Site Operating Plan (SOP), which describes the general procedures for 
conducting day-to-day operations at the facility. 

1.2 Organization of Part I/II Supplemental Technical Report 

The remainder of this report is organized as follows: 

• a facility description is presented in Section 2 (includes reference to maps showing the 
facility location and facility layout); 
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• the waste acceptance plan is presented in Section 3; 

• property, owner, and operator information are discussed in Section 4; 

• the applicability and status of other permits is addressed in Section 5, along with other 
applicant acknowledgements; 

• a land use evaluation and discussion on the facility’s potential impact on the surrounding 
area is addressed Section 6; 

• information on transportation (roads, traffic, airports) is presented in Section 7; 

• information on geologic conditions and soils is addressed in Section 8; 

• information on groundwater and surface water conditions at and near the site are addressed 
in Section 9; 

• abandonment of any oil and gas wells and water wells discovered are discussed in Section 
10; 

• floodplains data and wetlands are discussed in Section 11; 

• information on endangered or threatened species is discussed in Section 12; 

• compliance with the Texas Antiquities Code and related Texas Historical Commission 
(THC) documentation is addressed in Section 13; and 

• documentation of council of governments review request (submitted to the Capitol Area 
Council of Governments (CAPCOG)) is discussed in Section 14. 

Appendices to this report contain maps/drawings, data, and relevant documentation of the topics 
discussed in this report.  The appendices are organized as follows: 

• Appendix I/IIA presents a series of location maps; 

• Appendix I/IIB presents an adjacent land ownership map and a landowner list; 

• Appendix I/IIC includes ownership-related information, including a legal description of 
the registration boundary; 
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• Appendix I/IID provides a property owner affidavit and documents the legal authority of 
the applicant; 

• Appendix I/IIE addresses evidence of competency of the operator; 

• Appendix I/IIF presents letters of appointment that define the roles of certain individuals 
involved in the application; 

• Appendix I/IIG presents land use information; 

• Appendix I/IIH provides transportation information and coordination documentation; 

• Appendix I/II-I provides wetlands documentation; 

• Appendix I/IIJ provides documentation on endangered and threatened species; 

• Appendix I/IIK provides THC antiquities code coordination documentation; and 

• Appendix I/IIL provides CAPCOG correspondence. 
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2. FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

This section provides information on the general facility location, to address 30 TAC §330.59(b) 
and (c), as well as §330.61(c), (e), (f), and (g) to show proximity to surrounding features.  Facility 
layout, pursuant to §330.61(d), is also addressed. 

2.1 Overview 

As mentioned, the proposed facility will be located within the permit boundary of an MSW Type 
I facility (namely, the Austin Community RDF, TCEQ Permit No. MSW-249D).  The transfer 
station registration boundary will occupy an area of approximately 10.8 acres within the 359.71-
acre Austin Community RDF.  The proposed facility is located approximately 500-ft north of US 
Highway 290 and Giles Lane, on the east side of Austin, in Travis County, Texas.  The proposed 
transfer station will occupy an area near the existing Austin Community RDF entrance and scales 
west of Giles Lane, as shown on maps and drawings included in Appendix I/IIA.  The transfer 
station itself (i.e., the building) will be less than one acre in size.  In total, the area to actually be 
developed for transfer station operations (the building, associated all-weather access roads and 
vehicle turnaround areas, approach ramps, parking, support features, etc.) will be less than 
approximately 10 acres.  The transfer station building and area developed for transfer station 
operations will be located outside of the waste disposal footprint of the landfill. 

The proposed transfer station building will be an enclosed structure (i.e., a pre-engineered metal 
building with a roof, exterior walls on three sides, openings on the fourth side for collection 
vehicles to enter the building to unload, covered load-out tunnels on the sides of the building with 
building openings at the load-out tunnels, and ancillary support features).  The transfer station 
building will have a reinforced concrete slab tipping floor with an area of approximately 25,000 
square feet, and reinforced concrete push walls to resist typical forces for transfer operations.  
Details on the layout of the transfer station, design features, and design criteria are provided in the 
Site Development Plan (Part III) portion of the application, as required.   

The transfer station will utilize the Austin Community RDF’s existing gate and scale house.  
Incoming loads will be weighed and directed to the tipping floor inside the enclosed transfer station 
building.  Solid waste unloaded in this area will be pushed by a front-end loader(s) into the transfer 
trailers, which will haul the waste to an area landfill for disposal. 
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2.2 Existing Conditions Summary 

The transfer station registration boundary will be entirely within the permit boundary of the 
existing Austin Community RDF (also referred to herein as the “landfill facility”).  The Austin 
Community RDF is an active operating Type I MSW landfill whose remaining landfill capacity is 
limited.  The proposed transfer station will commence operations as the landfill nears its full 
capacity and is receiving only de minimis quantities of waste, or after the landfill has ceased 
accepting waste and is in the process of being/is closed. 

The approximately 360-acre landfill facility includes two MSW management units: one 
approximately 64-acre unit on the eastern portion of the landfill facility (“East Hill”), and one 
approximately 178-acre unit on the western portion of the landfill facility (“West Hill”).  The 
overall landfill facility also includes a closed industrial waste unit, and a closed area of initial 
MSW disposal referred to as the “Phase I Unit”.  These waste management units are shown on a 
facility layout plan included in Appendix I/IIA of this application.  As shown, the transfer station 
registration boundary will be located outside of the waste disposal footprints of these waste 
management units. 

The existing Austin Community RDF infrastructure includes a perimeter fence, gate house and 
scales, landfill office building, maintenance shop/office building, all-weather roads, soil borrow 
and stockpile areas, environmental monitoring systems (landfill gas and groundwater), a lined 
leachate evaporation pond, stormwater management features, and solid waste disposal areas.  As 
noted, the approximately 10.8-acre transfer station facility area on the eastern portion of the landfill 
facility where the transfer station registration boundary, building, and supporting operational 
features will be located are not within the landfill waste footprint limits.  Furthermore, the area 
used for transfer station operations will not interfere with the landfill’s environmental monitoring 
systems or other landfill-related infrastructure that will remain in place after closure of the landfill. 

2.3 Maps and Drawings 

A group of maps and drawings are presented in Appendix I/IIA to show the general location of the 
facility, proximity to surrounding features, land use of the area, etc.  This appendix also includes 
a facility layout plan for the transfer station.  As mentioned, the required transfer station process 
and design drawings are provided in the Site Development Plan (Part III), as required. 
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2.4 Adjacent Land Ownership 

A map presenting the adjacent land ownership is included in Appendix I/IIB.  The map shows 
properties within ¼-mile of the registration boundary and addresses mineral interest ownership 
under the facility.  A land ownership list, keyed to the land ownership maps, is also provided in 
Appendix I/IIB.  A compact disk (CD) containing the land owners list in electronic format is 
provided with the original binders of this application submitted to TCEQ, at the front of the binder 
after the cover letter. 

This information has been provided to satisfy the requirements of 30 TAC §330.59(c)(3), 30 TAC 
§305.45(a)(6)(D), and 30 TAC §281.5. 
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3. WASTE ACCEPTANCE PLAN 

This section provides information on waste acceptance to address 30 TAC §330.61(b), including 
a description of the waste characteristics, the maximum amount of waste to be received daily and 
annually for five years, and other amounts and durations of, and capacity for, receipt and/or 
storage, as detailed herein.  This section also provides information on the anticipated facility 
service area (i.e., sources/generation areas of the waste) and population-equivalent served. 

3.1 Waste Characteristics 

The proposed facility is a Type V MSW facility (a transfer station).  The general classifications of 
solid waste that may are allowed to be accepted at the transfer station, and that are prohibited from 
acceptance, are provided below.  The waste classifications are defined in 30 TAC §330.3. 

Allowable Wastes:  The facility is allowed to accept the following classifications of solid wastes, 
for subsequent transfer to a properly-permitted MSW landfill facility for disposal: 

• household waste; 
• yard waste; 
• commercial waste; 
• construction waste; 
• demolition waste; 
• brush; 
• rubbish; 
• Class 2 non-hazardous industrial solid waste; 
• Class 3 non-hazardous industrial solid waste; 
• shredded or quartered tires; and 
• certain special wastes.  Special waste is defined by 30 TAC §330.3(148).  Only those 

special wastes listed below are allowed to be accepted at this facility without prior written 
approval from the Executive Director.  Further, such special waste must be compatible with 
the compaction and loading equipment operated at the facility, unless modifications are 
made to the facility to accommodate the special waste. 

o Dead animals and slaughterhouse waste that are incidental to routine collection of 
MSW and that can be systematically processed along with other solid waste. 
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o Drugs and contaminated foods, other than those contained in normal household 
waste. 

o Empty containers which have been used for pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, or 
rodenticides, provided the containers have been triple rinsed, crushed, or rendered 
unusable upon receipt at the gate. 

o Incidental amounts of non-regulated asbestos-containing materials (non-RACM). 
An incidental amount is defined as the maximum of 10-percent of the waste 
received on an annual basis by scale weight (annual basis is defined as the most 
recent four consecutive quarters). 

o Waste from oil, gas, and geothermal activities subject to regulation by the Railroad 
Commission of Texas when those wastes are to be processed, treated, or disposed 
of at a solid waste management facility.  Only those wastes authorized for disposal 
at a solid waste management facility will be accepted. 

o Waste generated outside the boundaries of Texas that contains any industrial waste; 
any waste associated with oil, gas, and geothermal exploration, production, or 
development activities; or any material that is listed in the bullets above. 

o Special waste other than as described above and approved for acceptance by the 
TCEQ Executive Director. 

Prohibited Wastes:  The facility is prohibited from accepting, and shall not accept, the following 
wastes: 

• regulated hazardous waste; 

• polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs); 

• liquid wastes; 

• certain special wastes not listed above as allowable, namely: 

o hazardous waste from conditionally exempt small-quantity generators that may be 
exempt from full controls under Title 30 TAC Chapter 335, Subchapter N (relating 
to Household Materials Which Could Be Classified as Hazardous Wastes); 

o Class 1 non-hazardous industrial waste; 

o untreated medical waste; 

o municipal wastewater treatment plant sludges, other types of domestic sewage 
treatment plant sludges, and water-supply treatment plant sludges; 
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o septic tank pumpings; 

o grease and grit trap wastes; 

o wastes from commercial or industrial wastewater treatment plants; air pollution 
control facilities; and tanks, drums, or containers used for shipping or storing any 
material that has been listed as a hazardous constituent in 40 CFR, Part 261, 
Appendix VIII but has not been listed as a commercial chemical product in 40 CFR 
§261.33(e) or (f); 

o soil contaminated by petroleum products, crude oils, or chemicals in concentrations 
of greater than 1,500 milligrams per kilogram total petroleum hydrocarbons; or 
contaminated by constituents of concern that exceed the concentrations listed in 
Table 1 of 30 TAC §335.521(a)(1); 

o incinerator ash; 

o used oil; 

o lead acid storage batteries; and 

o used-oil filters from internal combustion engines. 
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3.2 Waste Acceptance Amounts and Storage Durations 

Waste acceptance rates are tabulated below in Table I/II-1. 

TABLE I/II-1 
5-YEAR PROJECTION OF WASTE ACCEPTANCE RATES 

 

Year of 
Operation 

Estimated Annual 
Waste Acceptance 
Rate(1) (tons/year) 

Estimated Daily 
Average Waste 

Acceptance Rate(1) 
(tons/day) 

Maximum 
Amount of Solid 

Waste Allowed to 
be Received 
Annually(2) 
(tons/year) 

Maximum 
Amount of Solid 

Waste Allowed to 
be Received Daily 

(tons/day) 

1 669,200 2,145 998,400 3,200 
2 669,200 2,145 998,400 3,200 
3 669,200 2,145 998,400 3,200 
4 669,200 2,145 998,400 3,200 
5 669,200 2,145 998,400 3,200 

Notes:     

(1)  Individual daily acceptance rates are expected to fluctuate on a day-to-day basis.  The basis for 
the estimated daily average and estimated annual waste acceptance rate is the assumption that the 
Austin Community RDF landfill (Permit MSW-249D) is accepting only de minimis waste quantities 
or has ceased accepting waste and is in the process of being/is closed.  The resulting transfer station 
daily average and annual waste acceptance rate is an estimate based on the market conditions projected 
to exist under this assumption.  For this, the estimated annual waste acceptance rate is calculated by 
multiplying the average daily rate by 312 days (i.e., operating 6 days/week, 52 weeks/year), rounded 
to the nearest hundred tons. 

(2)  The maximum amount of waste that would be allowed to be received annually is calculated by 
multiplying the maximum allowable daily waste acceptance rate (registered limit) by 312 days (i.e., 
operating 6 days/week, 52 weeks/year), rounded to the nearest hundred tons. 

In addition to the waste acceptance rates tabulated above, the following storage-related amounts 
and durations are established: 

• On average, solid waste accepted at the facility will be transferred on a daily basis (i.e., 
remaining at the facility for less than 24 hours). 
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• The maximum length of time material will remain (i.e., be temporarily stored) on-site is 48 
hours. 

• The maximum amount of waste that may be stored at the facility for more than 24 hours is 
2,500 tons. 

3.3 Facility Service Area 

3.3.1 Waste Sources and Generation Areas 

The facility will serve, in general,  individuals, businesses, communities, institutions, and public 
and private solid waste collection vehicles in the City of Austin, Travis County, and surrounding 
counties.   

3.3.2 Population-Equivalent Served 

The average population-equivalent of areas served by the facility, using the above 5-year average 
daily projected waste acceptance rates and a per capita disposal rate of 5 lbs/person/day, is 858,000 
persons. 

3.4 Facility Design Capacity 

It is important to recognize that the facility, based on its size and other design attributes, has the 
theoretical design capacity to safely and efficiently transfer more than the maximum amounts 
tabulated in Table I/II-1 on a daily (and annual) basis.  For example, the transfer station has been 
designed with additional tipping floor area for staging and storage of waste.  Table I/II-2, presented 
on the following page, provides a summary of the facility’s theoretical design capacity, along with 
associated assumptions that form the basis for these calculations. 

3.5 Intended Destination of Solid Waste Received at this Facility 

The destination of the solid waste received by the facility is a properly-permitted Type I MSW 
facility, where the waste will be disposed. 

3.6 Facility Qualification as a Registration 

Per 30 TAC §330.9(b)(4), this transfer station facility qualifies for a registration because it will be 
located within the permitted boundaries of an MSW Type I facility (namely, the Austin 
Community RDF, TCEQ Permit No. MSW-249D).   
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TABLE I/II-2 
THEORETICAL FACILITY DESIGN CAPACITY 

Item Value Notes 

Unloading 
Number of Tipping Floor Unloading 
Positions 6 - 

Average Time to Unload a Collection 
Vehicle (minutes) 8 Conservative value - typically able to unload more 

quickly 

Number of Vehicles Unloaded Per Hour, Per 
Position 7 

Calculated as 60 minutes per hour divided by the 
average loading time (and rounded down to nearest 
whole number) 

Hourly Unloading Capacity (tons/hour) 294 
Calculated as number of vehicles per hour per 
position x number of positions x average collection 
vehicle capacity (i.e., 7 tons) 

Daily Unloading Capacity (tons/day) 5,880 

Calculated as the hourly capacity multiplied by the 
number of operating hours per day (assumed to be 
20 hours - but not a limiting parameter of the 
registration) 

Load-out Capacity 
Number of Transfer Trailer Loading 
Positions 2 - 

Average Time to Load a Transfer Trailer 
(minutes) 15 Conservative value - typically able to transfer and 

load-out more quickly 

Number of Vehicles Loaded Per Hour, Per 
Position 4 

Calculated as 60 minutes per hour divided by the 
average loading time (and rounded down to nearest 
whole number) 

Hourly Load-out Capacity (tons/hour) 160 
Calculated as number of vehicles per hour per 
position x number of positions x average transfer 
trailer vehicle capacity (i.e., 20 tons) 

Daily Load-out Capacity (tons/day) 3,200 

Calculated as the hourly capacity multiplied by the 
number of operating hours per day (assumed to be 
20 hours - but not a limiting parameter of the 
registration) 

 
Theoretical Maximum Design Capacity 
The above scenario, while not particularly likely (because it assumes the transfer station is running at its peak 
efficiency for a 20-hour day), is used to establish the maximum design-basis transfer rate of the facility.  The 20-
hour day assumption is not a limiting parameter of this registration.  Also, a conservatively-low transfer vehicle 
capacity was assumed solely for the purposes of generating a conservative load-out design capacity calculation.  
From the above scenario, the limiting factor for determining the design capacity is the Daily Load-out Capacity plus 
the Available Storage to be provided.  As such, the theoretical daily design capacity of the facility is: 3,200 tons/day 
+ 2,500 tons/day = 5,700 tons/day. 
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4. PROPERTY, OWNER, AND OPERATOR INFORMATION 

This section provides property and owner-related information, to address the requirements of 30 
TAC §330.59(d) through (h). 

4.1 Legal Description of Facility 

A legal description of the transfer station registration boundary is presented in Appendix I/IIC. 

4.2 Property Ownership 

As shown on the documentation provided in Appendix I/IIC, WMTX is the owner of the land that 
comprises the Austin Community RDF permit boundary, and accordingly owns the land within 
the transfer station registration boundary that is situated entirely within the permit boundary of the 
existing Austin Community RDF. 

Property owner affidavits and legal authority are discussed subsequently in Section 4.4 (with legal 
authority documentation in Appendix I/IID). 

4.3 Easements 

A survey of easements within the Austin Community RDF permit boundary is presented on a 
survey drawing in Appendix I/IIC.  These easement locations are derived from the surveyor’s 
easement research on recorded easements listed in the real property records of Travis County for 
the subject parcels of land.  A duplicate of this survey map that has been modified to show the 
transfer station registration boundary and proposed transfer station building location is also 
provided in Appendix I/IIC.  As shown, there are four utility easements (and zero drainage or 
pipeline easements) within or adjacent to the transfer station registration boundary, but there are 
no easements in the area that will be occupied by the transfer station building.  Accordingly, no 
solid waste loading or storage will occur within any easement (or right of way) that crosses the 
facility.   

4.4 Property Owner Affidavit and Legal Authority 

WMTX is the owner and operator of the facility.  WMTX is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Waste 
Management, Inc., a Delaware corporation based in Houston, Texas, whose shares are publicly 
traded on the New York Stock Exchange.  No other person or entity owns more than 20-percent 
of the company or facility. 
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A signed property owner affidavit, pursuant to 30 TAC §330.59(d)(2), is presented in Appendix 
I/IID.  The legal authority and status of the applicant has been verified as required by 30 TAC 
§330.59(e) and §281.5 and is also included in Appendix I/IID. 

4.5 Evidence of Competency – Facility Operator 

Information demonstrating the competency of the facility operator is presented in Appendix I/IIE. 

4.6 Appointment Letters 

Letters that authorize the Applicant’s Agent to sign the application, and that designate the 
Engineer, are presented in Appendix I/IIF. 
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5. OTHER PERMITS/AUTHORIZATIONS/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

5.1 Other Permits or Approvals/Authorizations 

Besides this TCEQ registration application for the proposed Type V MSW facility (transfer 
station), other facility permits, authorizations, or construction approvals within the transfer station 
registration boundary, or that are otherwise applicable/relevant, are identified on the Part I 
Application Form. 

5.2 Non-Applicable Regulatory Programs 

The facility will not accept or manage hazardous or radioactive waste, perform underground 
injection or ocean dumping of waste, or discharge waste into waters of the U.S.  Also, the facility 
does not propose to perform subsurface area drip dispersal.  No jurisdictional wetlands will be 
affected.  Therefore, the facility does not require any additional permits or construction approvals 
under the following programs:  

• Hazardous Waste Management Program under the Texas Solid Waste Disposal Act; 

• Underground Injection Control (UIC) Program under the Texas Injection Well Act;  

• Ocean dumping permits under the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act; 

• Dredge or fill permits under the Federal Clean Water Act; 

• Licenses under the Texas Radiation Control Act; or 

• Subsurface area drip dispersal system permits under Texas Water Code, Chapter 32. 

5.3 Application Fees 

On behalf of the applicant, Geosyntec Consultants has paid the $150 registration application fee.  
The e-pay receipt confirmation number is provided on the Part I Application Form, and a copy of 
the payment receipt is attached to the overall application cover letter at the front of the application 
binder. 

5.4 Internet Posting 

In accordance with 30 TAC §330.57(i), a complete copy of this application will be posted (upon 
submittal of the application to TCEQ) to the internet at the publicly-accessible website identified 
(Web address link provided) on the Part I Application Form.  Future revisions and supplements to 
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the application will be posted at the same location.  The internet posting is for informational 
purposes only. 

5.5 Other Owner/Operator Acknowledgements and Informational Items 

The owner/operator acknowledges the following: 

• The construction and operation of this facility must comply with Subchapter U of 30 TAC 
Chapter 330 (relating to Standard Air Permits for Municipal Solid Waste Landfill Facilities 
and Transfer Stations), or other approved air authorizations.  As indicated in the Part I 
Application Form, the Austin Community RDF facility has received an Air New Source 
Review (Standard Air Permit) Registration and holds a Title V Air Permit.  These air 
authorizations will be amended as needed to incorporate the transfer station as a co-located 
facility within the landfill permit boundary before the transfer station is placed into 
operation or when otherwise required. 

• Liquids resulting from the operation of this facility will be disposed of in a manner that 
will not cause surface water or groundwater pollution.  The facility will provide for the 
treatment of wastewaters resulting from waste management activities and from cleaning 
and washing.  The operator will ensure that stormwater and wastewater management is in 
compliance with the regulations of the Commission.  As indicated in the table in the Part I 
Application Form, the Austin Community RDF facility has received a TPDES Storm Water 
Multi-Sector General Permit.  Permit coverage for the transfer station under the TPDES 
program will be obtained as described and certified in Section 9.3 of this Part I/II Report.   

• It is the responsibility of the owner or operator to possess the property-related rights and 
interests required by applicable provisions of 30 TAC §330.67. 

• It is the responsibility of the owner or operator to obtain any permits or approvals that may 
be required by local agencies, such as for building construction, discharge of 
uncontaminated waters into ditches under control of a drainage district, discharge of 
effluent into a local sanitary sewer, etc. 

• The owner or operator will be aware of and meet their requirements and responsibilities 
associated with the public notice process for registrations, as required by applicable 
provisions of 30 TAC §330.69. 

• The owner or operator will be aware of and meet their requirements and responsibilities 
associated with standard registration conditions for MSW facilities, as required by 
applicable provisions of 30 TAC §330.73.  
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6. LAND USE 

6.1 Land Use Information 

A land use evaluation was conducted for this project to assess the potential impact of the facility 
on the surrounding area.  A comprehensive land use analysis was performed by Richardson 
Verdoorn (RVi) in 2006 for the TCEQ-permitted expansion of the Austin Community RDF (TCEQ 
Permit No. MSW-249D). The RVi analysis was adopted as the baseline for the current Austin 
Community Transfer Station land use evaluation, and updated for this registration application as 
appropriate to reflect current land use conditions and growth trends.  The results of the analysis 
are summarized in the following sections and updated with more current information where 
applicable.  A copy of the RVi land use analysis is included in Appendix I/IIG.  

Existing land uses in the area were determined using City of Austin GIS data (including land use 
maps), the City of Austin’s Property Profile website, 2018 aerial imagery, the THC’s Texas 
Historic Sites Atlas, and the Travis County Cemetery Project.  CAPCOG’s Regional Solid Waste 
Management Plan: 2002-2022 was also reviewed for information relevant to land use 
compatibility.   

6.1.1 Zoning 

There is no zoning within the proposed transfer station registration boundary.  Zoning within the 
two-mile radius of the site and the zoning district definitions are shown on Drawing I/IIA-10. The 
transfer station registration boundary is not within the city limits of any municipality, nor is it 
within the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of a municipality.  When this registration application 
was initially filed on 27 September 2019, the site was within the ETJ of the City of Austin; 
however, the City of Austin subsequently released portions of the WMTX property, including the 
entire area occupied by the transfer station registration boundary, from its ETJ.  A copy of the City 
of Austin Ordinance releasing the land from its ETJ is included in Appendix I/IIG. 

6.1.2 Surrounding Land Use 

Overview of Surrounding Land Uses 

The characteristics of the surrounding land use within a one-mile radius of the transfer station 
registration boundary were investigated, and the results show that land within the one-mile radius 
of the site is developed with a wide variety of commercial, industrial, residential, institutional, and 
recreational uses.  The area includes residential areas, one school, recreational facilities, a day care, 
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a golf course, a church, ponds (stock tanks and stormwater management ponds), and landfills, as 
well as large portions of undeveloped “open” land. A “General Land Use Map” is presented on 
Drawing I/IIA-8, and a “Detailed Land Use Map” is presented in Drawing I/IIA-9.  A “Structures 
and Inhabitable Buildings Map,” showing buildings and inhabitable structures within 500 feet of 
the site, is presented on Drawing I/IIA-12.  The following table provides an approximate 
breakdown, by percent of total area, of the existing land uses within one mile of the transfer station 
registration boundary (and excluding the land within the registration boundary) (see also Drawing 
I/IIA-8 and I/IIA-9). 

TABLE I/II-3 
SUMMARY OF SURROUNDING LAND USE 

Land Use Area in Acres* Percentage of Total 
Area 

Industrial 1,169 46.7 
Open 758 30.3 

Commercial 171 6.8 
Recreational 169 6.7 
Residential 162 6.5 

Water 51 2.0 
Institutional 25 1.0 

Total 2,505 100 
*based on examination of aerial imagery and City of Austin (COA) Land Use 
mapping information. 

 

Directional Land Uses 

A description of the surrounding land use in each direction around the site, within one mile of the 
transfer station registration boundary, is presented below. 

• North.  The closed Sunset Farms Landfill lies directly to the north of the site.  Beyond that 
landfill, land use is a mix of undeveloped/agricultural and residential, including a school 
and a day care facility.  

• East. Land use east of the site is a mix of industrial, undeveloped, residential, recreational, 
and commercial.  A church and a large semiconductor manufacturer are located east of the 
site. 
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• South.  Land use immediately south of the site is a mix of retail commercial and 
warehousing.  Further south,  across U.S. Highway 290, land use is a mix of 
undeveloped/agricultural, retail commercial/office, institutional, warehousing, residential, 
and industrial, including a pipeline terminal/fuel storage facility. 

• West.  The Austin Community RDF and the closed Travis County Landfill are located west 
of the site.  Besides those landfills, land use towards the west is a mix of industrial and 
commercial. 

Summary 

The surrounding land use within one mile of the site is summarized below. 

• There are 880 residential units, including: 

o Approximately 691 single family homes; and 

o 2 multifamily properties with approximately 189 housing units. 

• There are approximately 43 businesses representing a mix of commercial, manufacturing, 
and industrial activity. 

• Undeveloped, park/park-like, or agricultural land, which includes the following: 

o Bluebonnet Hill Golf Course; 

o Southern Walnut Creek Greenbelt; 

o Walnut Creek Sports Park; 

o Harris Branch Recreational Center and Neighborhood Park; and 

o Undeveloped/agricultural land. 

• There are three landfills: the active Austin Community RDF, the closed Sunset Farms 
Landfill, and the closed Travis County Landfill. 

• The Community Bible Fellowship Church is approximately 300 feet east of the site.   

The total land area within a one-mile radius is 3.9 square miles.  Based on the number of housing 
units in the area, it is estimated that the population density within a one-mile radius of the site is 
about 582 people per square mile.  This is estimated by assuming an average of 2.58 people per 
household (the average for Travis County based on the latest available 2013-2017 U.S. Census 
Bureau American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate [census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/ 
traviscountytexas/PST045218]).  Overall, the land within a one-mile radius of the transfer station 
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registration boundary has a lower population density than Travis County as a whole, where the 
average population density is about 1,034 people per square mile (based on the same 5-Year 
Estimate referenced above).  The land within one mile of the transfer station registration boundary 
can be summarized as being a suburban area used for a mix of industrial, residential, and 
commercial. 

6.1.3 Growth Trends and Directions of Major Development 

The 2006 RVi Land Use Analysis included in Appendix I/IIG provides a detailed description of 
growth trends near the Austin Community RDF site through the mid-2000s.  The Austin 
Community RDF and vicinity was at that time, and continues to be, located in one of the most 
rapidly growing sectors of the Austin metropolitan area.  The five-mile radius around the existing 
Austin Community RDF has continued and will continue to experience substantial residential 
growth.  From 2000 through the first half of 2006, the area within five miles around the Austin 
Community RDF increased by 6,580 households, from 49,447 households to 56,027.  With respect 
to the proposed transfer station facility and growth trends at the time of this application, much of 
the residential growth within five miles is occurring within major new subdivisions located north 
and east of the facility.  Based on historical aerial imagery available since 2006, the area 
surrounding the site has continued to experience rapid growth. 

Population growth estimates in the eight ZIP codes that make up the majority of the area within 
five miles of the transfer station registration  boundary were made using the City of Austin’s “DTI 
2040 Population and Employment Forecast.”  Projected growth in these ZIP codes is estimated as 
follows: 

TABLE I/II-4 
REGIONAL GROWTH 

ZIP code 2020 Population 
Forecast 

2040 Population 
Forecast 

% growth from 
2020 to 2040 

78754 
(site is in this ZIP code) 19,975 34,727 74% 

78752 25,536  37,752 48% 
78753 47,114  56,769 20% 
78723 39,282  52,638 34% 
78724 22,138  34,419 55% 
78725 13,972 25,678 84% 
78653 14,759  43,371 194% 
78660 32,776 43,853 34% 
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6.1.4 Proximity to Specified Uses 

The aforementioned general and detailed land use maps (Drawings I/IIA-8 and I/IIA-9, 
respectively) show the proximity to residences and other land uses within a one-mile radius of the 
transfer station registration  boundary, and the surrounding land use was summarized in the 
previous subsections.  The proximity to specified uses within one mile of the facility is as follows: 

• Residences.  Based on a review of the latest available aerial imagery (obtained in January 
2020, with latest available imagery dated January 13, 2018), it is estimated that there are 
approximately 880 existing residences located within one mile of the facility.  The nearest 
existing residence is approximately 3,037 feet north of the facility, in the Parkside at Harris 
Branch subdivision. 

• Commercial Establishments.  Based on a review of aerial imagery (obtained in January 
2020, with latest available imagery dated January 13, 2018), it is estimated that there are 
approximately 43 businesses within one mile of the site, representing a mix of both 
commercial and industrial activity.  However, the majority of the business activity is 
industrial.  Excluding the Austin Community RDF, the nearest business is the 7-Eleven 
Convenience Store located to the south of the site. 

• Churches.  There is one church located within one mile of the site: The Community Bible 
Fellowship Church is located on Giles Lane, approximately 300 feet east of the site. 

• Historic/Archaeologically Significant Sites.  There are no historic sites located within one 
mile of the site.  

Horizon Environmental Services, Inc. performed a Cultural Resources Survey in 2003 
which included undisturbed portions of the Austin Community RDF site as of the date of 
the field assessment. The assessment concluded that there would be “no effect” to cultural 
resources by the then-proposed expansion of the Austin Community RDF. The survey was 
forwarded to the THC for concurrence.  The THC concurred that no historic properties 
were affected and the landfill expansion project may proceed.  The correspondence with 
the THC, as well as the Cultural Resources Survey, are included in Appendix I/IIK. 

In 2019, additional coordination has occurred with the THC to inform them of the proposed 
transfer station and request their review of the project for conformance with the Texas 
Antiquities Code.  The THC replied to the request with a response dated 25 October 2019 
that indicated “No Significant Sites – Project May Proceed.”  This documentation of 
coordination for this project is also included in Appendix I/IIK. 
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• Parks.  There are three recreational areas and one golf course located within one mile of 
the site.  Walnut Creek Sports Park is located approximately 0.75 mile south of the site 
along Daffan Lane.  Southern Walnut Creek Greenbelt is located approximately 0.9 mile 
south of the site, south of Old Manor Road.  Harris Branch Recreational Center and Harris 
Branch Neighborhood Park are located approximately 0.8 mile north of the site on 
Farmhaven Road.  The Bluebonnet Hill Golf Course (public) is located approximately 
2,700 feet southeast of the site on Decker Lane. 

• Schools and Day Care Centers.  There is one school located within one mile of the site.  
The Bluebonnet Trail Elementary School is located approximately 5,029 feet northwest of 
the site on Farmhaven Road.  There is one licensed day care facility located within one 
mile of the site.  The Children’s Courtyard is located approximately 3,580 feet northeast of 
the site on Harris Branch Parkway. 

• Ponds and Lakes. There are scattered ponds (mostly stock tanks and stormwater 
management basins) located within the one-mile radius around the site.  There are no lakes 
within one mile of the site. 

• Other.  There are no known sites having exceptional aesthetic quality within one mile of 
the facility. 

6.2 Wells Within 500-Feet of the Facility 

In Appendix I/IIA, drawings are included that present water well map and an oil and gas well map.  
These maps include a 500-ft offset line from the transfer station registration boundary, and reveal 
the following: 

• Water Wells:  There are no known off-site water well locations within 500 feet of the 
registration boundary. Further, there are also no known existing water wells located within 
the facility boundary.  Water well abandonment is discussed subsequently in Section 10.1. 

• Oil and Gas Wells:  There are no known off-site oil and gas well locations within 500 feet 
of the registration boundary.  Further, there are also no known oil and gas wells located 
within the facility boundary.  Oil and gas well abandonment is discussed subsequently in 
Section 10.2. 
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6.3 Prevailing Wind Direction 

A wind rose is included on a location map in Appendix I/IIA (see Drawing I/IIA-12).  The wind 
rose indicates that the prevailing wind direction in the area is from the south. 

6.4 Easements and Buffer Zones 

6.4.1 Easements 

As discussed previously in Section 4.3 of this report, there are four utility easements (and zero 
drainage or pipeline easements) within or adjacent to the transfer station registration boundary, but 
there are no easements in the area that will be occupied by the transfer station building.  
Accordingly, no solid waste loading or storage will occur within any easement (or right of way) 
that crosses the facility, nor in any buffer zone.   

6.4.2 Buffer Zones 

30 TAC §330.543(b) requires that a minimum 50-ft separating distance be maintained between the 
facility boundary and solid waste storage and processing areas.  The buffer zone must provide for 
safe passage for fire-fighting and other emergency vehicles. 

The buffer zones are evident on the facility layout plan presented in Part III, Attachment 1, 
Drawing III-1-4), and the shortest buffer distance is labeled on this plan (i.e., a 56-ft distance from 
the transfer station building to the eastern registration boundary, but because the adjoining land to 
the east is owned by WMTX the shortest setback from land not owned/controlled by WMTX is 
249-ft).  As shown, a 50-ft or greater buffer will be maintained between the transfer station and 
the facility boundary. 

 
6.5 Conclusions Regarding Land Use 

The Austin Community Transfer Station is viewed as a compatible land use for the following 
reasons: 

1. The Austin Community RDF (landfill) has been in existence for over 45 years (the initial 
MSW landfill permit for the property was issued in 1974), and solid waste management 
activities have been a continuous, predominant land use in the area since 1968.  The transfer 
station operation would be a continuation of this established land use. 
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2. The closed Travis County Landfill and the closed Sunset Farms Landfill are located 
directly south and north of the site, respectively.  In addition, the Austin Community RDF 
will be filled to capacity and closed in the near future.  The presence of these landfills 
further establishes the presence of waste management activities as a land use, and these 
nearby features will limit the ability to significantly develop or change the use of that 
nearby land. 
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7. TRANSPORTATION 

7.1 Roads and Traffic 

A comprehensive Transportation Study evaluating roads and traffic was performed for the Austin 
Community RDF for Permit MSW-249D – covering a study period through the year 2027.  This 
process included agency coordination with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), 
who provided affirmation that they have “no objections” to the findings of the study that the main 
roads that will be used to access the site are available and adequate.  Copies of the Transportation 
Study and the TxDOT coordination letters and response are provided in Appendix I/IIH of this 
application as supporting information relevant to the following: 

• availability and adequacy of roads that the owner or operator will use to access the site, 
which are the same roads for the transfer station as they were for the Austin Community 
RDF, as studied, namely: 

o US 290; 

o Giles Lane; and 

o Johnny Morris Road. 

• the volume of vehicular traffic on access roads within one mile of the facility, both existing 
and expected, during the expected life of the facility; and 

• the volume of traffic expected to be generated by the facility on the access roads within 
one mile of the proposed facility, which, as discussed below, is greater for the Austin 
Community RDF than will be for the transfer station. 

Volume of Traffic Associated with Proposed Transfer Station: 

If the transfer station were to operate at its maximum daily waste acceptance rate (see Section 3.2, 
Table I/II-1 in the Part I/II Supplemental Technical Report), the estimated facility-generated 
vehicles are tabulated below in Table I/II-5. 
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TABLE I/II-5 

TRANSFER STATION PEAK DAILY TRAFFIC GENERATION ESTIMATE 
 

Vehicle Type Truck Capacity 
(tons) 

Estimated 
Distribution of 

Waste Stream(1) 
(tons/day) 

Estimated Vehicle 
Counts(2) 

(vehicles/day) 

Collection - Rear Loader 6 700 117 
Collection - Front Loader 10 2,200 220 
Collection - Rolloffs 5 290 58 
Private Individuals 0.25 10 40 

Subtotal 3,200 435 
Transfer Trailers 25 3,200 128 
Facility Personnel/Misc. - - 10 

Total Vehicles per Day 573 
Total Trips per Day 1,146 

Notes:    

(1)  The distribution of waste stream is based on operator experience with hauling and 
transfer stations, and assumes a peak day (i.e., receiving waste at the maximum 
allowable daily rate). 

(2)  Vehicle counts refer to one-way trips (i.e., vehicles entering the site).  To obtain 
the total number of vehicle trips on public roadways, the vehicle counts should be 
doubled (to account for vehicles both entering and leaving the facility on the same 
day). 
(3)  Vehicles for facility personnel/miscellaneous were conservatively estimated as 
being 10 vehicles per day (considered a conservatively high estimate). 

 

Comparison of Transfer Station Traffic to Landfill Traffic: 

For the year 2027, the comprehensive Transportation Study conducted for the Austin Community 
RDF estimated 667 vehicles (i.e., 1,334 trips) per day.  Actual 2019 scale records from the Austin 
Community RDF provide accurate daily vehicle counts and waste tonnage received.  From this, 
comparisons can be made of the actual waste vehicle daily traffic being generated by the landfill 
versus the estimated daily traffic that will be generated by the transfer station.  These comparisons 
are presented below in Table I/II-6.  
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TABLE I/II-6 

COMPARISON OF LANDFILL TRAFFIC TO TRANSFER STATION TRAFFIC 
 

Item 

2019 Landfill 
Daily 

Tonnage 
Values 

2019 Landfill 
Daily 

Traffic  
Values  

(# of Vehicles) 

Transfer 
Station 
Daily 

Tonnage 
Estimates 

Transfer 
Station  
Daily  

Traffic 
Estimates  

(# of Vehicles) 

Peak Day 5,213 623 3,200 573 
Average of Busiest Day of Each Month 4,345 592 3,006 538 
Average of M-F Operating Days  3,469 550 2,442 437 
Average of All Operating Days 3,045 504 2,145 384 

 
Operation of the transfer station will be phased in as the landfill phases out of operation – i.e., the 
transfer station will not commence operation until the landfill nears its full capacity and is 
accepting only de minimis amounts of waste. Thus, the cumulative traffic impacts from the co-
located facilities will be minimal as the two facilities will not be fully operational at the same time.  
As shown by the comparisons presented above, the daily number of vehicles (and corresponding 
vehicle trips in and out of the site) will go down for the transfer station on its peak and average 
operating days, as compared to the daily number of vehicles generated by the landfill on its peak 
and average operating days.  The transfer station traffic volumes are also less than those that were 
the basis of the Transportation Study for the Austin Community RDF permit.   

Volume of Vehicular Traffic on Roads Used to Access the Transfer Station: 

Data on the volume of vehicular traffic, existing and projected, on the roads within one mile of the 
proposed transfer station that will be used to access the facility are tabulated below in Table I/II-
7.  The existing data were obtained from recent TxDOT-published traffic count data sources, as 
referenced in the footnotes to the table.  The projected data were calculated using the population 
forecast in the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) 2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan (regional growth percentage from 2020 to 2040). 
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TABLE I/II-7 

VOLUME OF TRAFFIC ON AREA ROADS 
 

Road Segment/Location 

TxDOT- 
Published 

Traffic 
Counts(1)(2) 

(vpd) 

Landfill-
Generated 

Traffic 
Contribution(3)  

(%) 

Projected 
2040 

Traffic(4)  
(vpd) 

Transfer 
Station-

Generated 
Traffic 

Contribution(5)  
(%) 

US 290 at Giles Lane 62,306 1.1% 116,859 0.5% 
Giles Lane - South of Transfer Station 
Entrance 8,619 11.6% 18,184 5.0% 
Giles Lane - North of Transfer Station 
Entrance 6,648 3.7% 14,026 1.6% 
Johnny Morris Road - South of US 290 5,990 5.6% 12,637 2.4% 
Key:  vpd = Vehicles per Day     
1.  Data Source for US 290: TxDOT 2018 District Traffic Web Viewer, AADT Annuals. 

2.  Data Source for Giles Ln. and Johnny Morris Rd.: TxDOT “2015 Austin Urban Traffic Map (Sheet 83 of 139 
Urban Sheets),” Average Daily Traffic Counts(Sept. 2016). 

3.  Landfill-generated traffic contribution is based on the 2019 peak landfill daily vehicle trips (i.e., 623 vehicles x 2 
trips = 1,246 vehicle trips). 

4.  Projected 2040 traffic is calculated using the regional growth percentage presented in the CAMPO 2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan population forecast. 

5.  Transfer station-generated traffic contribution is based on the peak transfer station daily vehicle trips (i.e., 573 
vehicles x 2 trips = 1,146 vehicle trips). 

 
The above TxDOT traffic data are from years when the Austin Community RDF was operating; 
therefore, landfill-generated traffic are included in these counts.  The key takeaway from Table 
I/II-7 is that the transfer station, with a registered maximum daily waste acceptance rate and, thus, 
a constant maximum value of peak daily traffic over the life of the facility – will contribute a small 
and ever-decreasing percentage of the total traffic volumes on these area roadways during the life 
of the transfer station. 

Traffic Conclusions: 

From the data presented herein and for the reasons described below, this proposed facility (i.e., the 
transfer station) will result in lower facility-generated traffic volumes as compared to the Austin 
Community RDF.  Therefore, it is apparent that the transfer station will have less traffic impact on 
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surrounding roadways than the already-approved and operating landfill.  Accordingly, it is 
concluded that the roads the operator will use to access the site are available and adequate.  This 
conclusion is based on the following rationale: 

• The comprehensive Transportation Study (attached) for the landfill was for a study period 
through the year 2027. 

• The comprehensive Transportation Study for the landfill considered planned 
improvements to US 290 and the Giles Lane intersection.  These improvements, now 
constructed, have improved safety and traffic flow. 

• The comprehensive Transportation Study was based on the landfill generating 667 vehicles 
per day (i.e., 1,334 trips per day) in 2027.  Accurate landfill vehicle counts from scale 
records reveal that on the peak landfill operating day of 2019 when the most tonnage was 
received and the most traffic was generated, 623 vehicles crossed the scale (i.e., 1,246 
trips). 

• The transfer station will restrict its allowable tonnage to not exceed a maximum allowable 
value; using the waste hauling truck capacities, throughout its expected life the transfer 
station facility is projected to generate no more than 573 vehicles per day (i.e., 1,146 trips) 
on a peak day if operating at the maximum allowable waste acceptance rate. 

• The transfer station daily waste acceptance rates will fluctuate from day-to-day, but are 
projected to be, on average, well below the allowable daily maximum (see Table I/II-6).  
Accordingly, the transfer station traffic generation is also well below that of a peak day 
(e.g., about 437 vehicles (874 trips) on an average weekday – again, also indicating a 
reduction compared to average daily landfill traffic generation at the Austin Community 
RDF. 

• The distribution of transfer station traffic throughout the day is anticipated to be similar to 
that of the landfill.  The waste vehicle types will also be similar. 

• It can be reasonably concluded that the proposed transfer station will have less overall 
traffic impact compared to the landfill, and that the roads used to access the site are 
available and adequate, based on the following considerations: (i) the transfer station traffic 
volumes will be reduced as compared to those actually being experienced at the Austin 
Community RDF on its peak and average daily (and annual) basis; (ii) the transfer station 
will generate less traffic than the landfill that was used as the basis for the comprehensive 
Transportation Study; and (iii) the transfer station’s maximum peak daily traffic will 
remain constant over time due to the registered limit on the transfer station’s maximum 
allowable daily waste acceptance, resulting in a small and ever-decreasing contribution 
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percentage to the traffic volumes projected on area roadways over the expected life of the 
transfer station. 

A coordination letter was submitted to TxDOT in September 2019 for this proposed transfer station 
(see Appendix I/IIH), requesting their review and concurrence of these findings.  TxDOT’s 
October 2019 reply and documentation of additional follow-up coordination is also included in 
Appendix I/IIH. 

7.2 Airports 

An airport map is provided in Appendix I/IIA.  The map presents the current edition of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) Sectional Aeronautical Chart for the area, identifies the site 
location, and shows a six-mile offset radius from the facility’s registration boundary.  As shown, 
there is one small public-use airport within six miles of the facility: the Austin Executive Airport 
(formerly known as the Bird’s Nest Airport), located approximately 5.1 miles northeast of the 
facility.  A small private-use airport, the Dryden Airport, is located approximately 4.2 miles south 
of the facility.  As additional information, it is noted that the nearest large, public/commercial use 
airport is Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (ABIA), which is more than 8.2 miles south of 
the facility. 

Because the proposed transfer station is located much more than 10,000 feet from the end of any 
airport runway, a demonstration of airport safety per 30 TAC §330.545(a) is not required.  
Furthermore, because the proposed transfer station is not a “landfill unit” or “lateral expansion” of 
a landfill unit, the FAA and airport notifications for landfills within a six-mile radius of an airport 
(or five-mile radius of any large commercial airport runways), per 30 TAC §330.545(b), are not 
applicable. 

The transfer station will manage solid waste indoors, within a single-story building with a roof, of 
a height much lower than surrounding terrain.  Therefore, no adverse impacts to air traffic or airport 
safety will be created by transfer station operations.    
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8. GENERAL GEOLOGY AND SOILS STATEMENT 

8.1 Geology 

The site is underlain by the Upper Cretaceous age Taylor Group.  The Taylor Group consists of 
massive beds of shale and marl, with clayey chalk, clay, sand, and some nodular and phosphatic 
zones.  Beneath the site, the upper portion of the Taylor is composed of weathered montmorillonite 
clay with high shrink/swell potential.  The clay is generally hard and occasionally contains shell 
fragments.  Underlying the weathered material is the unweathered Taylor Group, which in the site 
area is composed of calcareous claystone.  The top if this unit is most often encountered between 
20 and 50 ft below ground surface.  Below the claystone is an unweathered marl layer.  Based on 
regional data, the base of the Taylor Group in the site area is at a depth of approximately 700 ft 
below ground surface [Golder Associates, Permit Amendment Application, Austin Community 
Recycling & Disposal Facility, January 2008]. 

Underlying the Taylor Group is the Austin Chalk, which consists of massive beds of chalk and 
marl with bentonitic seams, glauconite, and pyrite nodules.  The Austin Chalk is approximately 
400-ft thick.  Below the Austin Chalk are the Eagle Ford Group, Buda Limestone, and Del Rio 
Clay, which have a combined thickness of approximately 150 feet.  Underlying those units are the 
Edwards and associated limestones, which have a thickness of approximately 300-ft.  The base of 
the Edwards and associated limestones is approximately 1,600 feet below ground surface [Golder 
Associates, Permit Amendment Application, Austin Community Recycling & Disposal Facility, 
January 2008]. 

8.2 Topography and Soils 

The site is located in Travis County, Texas.  The topography of Travis County decreases from west 
to east, with the greatest change in relief associated with the inactive Balcones Fault Zone.  The 
Balcones Fault Zone divides Travis County into two physiographic provinces: the Gulf Coastal 
Plains to the east; and the Great Plains to the west.  The Gulf Coastal Plain physiographic province 
is further subdivided into the Rolling Prairie Physiographic Region and the Blackland Prairie 
Physiographic Region.  The site is located in the Blackland Prairie Physiographic Region. 

The natural surface relief in the site area is towards both the Walnut Creek and Decker Creek 
drainage watersheds.  Drainage features of the site are erosional valleys which generally transport 
surface water toward the southern, western, and eastern portions of the site.  There is a natural 
drainage divide that passes through the eastern portion of the landfill facility, and the proposed 
transfer station facility is on the east side of this divide (with topography draining generally 
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eastward, ultimately reaching the Decker Creek watershed).  Maps showing the general site 
topography are included with this report in Appendix I/IIA. 

Shallow soils in the eastern portion of the landfill facility (where the proposed transfer station 
facility will be located) are predominantly Heiden Series, Houston-Black Series, and Ferris-Heiden 
complex.  The Heiden Series are well-drained clay soils that are developed in calcareous marl 
under a cover of grasses.  The Houston-Black Series consist of deep, moderately well drained soils 
that have developed in calcareous marls, alluvial clays, and chalk under prairie grasses.  The Ferris-
Heiden soils consist of deep clay soils developed in calcareous marls. 

8.3 Faults 

The Balcones Fault Zone passes through the center of Travis County, from the northeast to 
southwest.  The fault system is approximately six to eight miles wide and is located 2-3 miles west 
of the site.  No movement has occurred along the fault since the Miocene Epoch, 12.5 to 5 million 
years ago. 

A detailed fault study was previously prepared for the Austin Community RDF landfill in March 
1994 by Rust Environmental and Infrastructure as part of the Subtitle D location restrictions 
evaluation and was evaluated and updated as needed in January 2008 by Golder Associates.  From 
this, the nearest mapped inactive fault is located approximately 0.7 miles west of the western edge 
of the facility boundary (which is over 1.7 miles, or about 9,000-feet west of the proposed transfer 
station).  There are no active faults or surface expressions of faults at the site or in the area. 

8.4 Seismic Impact Zones 

It is important to note that regulatory requirements regarding the siting of MSW facilities include 
requirements for “municipal solid waste landfill units and lateral expansions” to not be located in 
seismic impact zones unless certain demonstrations are made (30 TAC §330.557).  For this 
application – a proposed transfer station – this location restriction is not applicable.  However, as 
general information on the seismicity (or lack thereof) in the area, an evaluation was performed 
for this application to assess whether the facility is in a seismic impact zone, based on available 
United States Geologic Survey (USGS) seismic hazard maps online at: 
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/hazards/hazmaps/.  The results of this evaluation clearly indicate that 
facility is not in a seismic impact zone (i.e., an area with a 10 percent or greater probability that 
the maximum horizontal acceleration in lithified earth material, expressed as a percentage of the 
earth’s gravitational pull (g), will exceed 0.10g in 250 years). 
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8.5 Unstable Areas 

An unstable area assessment was previously prepared for the Austin Community RDF landfill as 
part of approved location restrictions, with the conclusion that no unstable areas exist at, or 
adjacent to, the site.  The site is situated on a substantial thickness of stiff and stable Taylor Group 
materials that provide a good foundation, and is underlain by bedrock terrain, not prone to 
differential subsidence or karst activity, not in a setting susceptible to natural or human-induced 
events or forces that could impair structures, and not in an area susceptible to mass movement. 
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9. GROUNDWATER AND SURFACE WATER STATEMENT 

9.1 Groundwater 

The Taylor Group, which directly underlies the site, produces only a small amount of the total 
groundwater used in Travis County.  In the site area, groundwater in the Taylor Group primarily 
occurs within the weathered portions, perched on top of unweathered claystone.  These clays have 
a relatively high shrink/swell potential, and during dry periods, desiccation cracks may form and 
allow precipitation to enter the formation.  Perched groundwater, where present, generally moves 
in subdued conformity to topography following the weathered/unweathered interface.  On the 
eastern portion of the site, where the proposed transfer station will be located, the interface slopes 
gently toward the east. 

The first significant aquifer underlying the site is the Edwards and associated limestones, at a depth 
of about 1,600 feet below ground surface.  The site is located east of the downdip limit of fresh to 
slightly saline water, and the groundwater in the Edwards beneath the site is not considered potable 
because of high concentrations of dissolved solids.  The site is more than five (5) miles away from 
a recharge zone of the Edwards.  At the site, the Edwards is overlain by confining units that serve 
as low permeability aquitards. 

9.2 Surface Water 

The transfer station facility is located within the Gilleland Creek-Colorado River watershed of the 
Lower Colorado River Basin (more specifically, within the Decker Creek sub-watershed).  For 
reference, it is noted that the western portion of the landfill facility (non-transfer station areas) is 
located within the Walnut Creek Watershed of the Lower Colorado River Basin. 

The major regional surface water features within the vicinity of the site include Ferguson Creek, 
Walnut Creek, Harris Branch, Gilleland Creek, Decker Creek, and Walter E. Long Lake.  There 
are also several tributaries/branches of these creeks scattered around the vicinity of the site, along 
with scattered stock-tank-type ponds randomly located within a one-mile radius of the site.  The 
general topographic maps presented in Appendix I/IIA show the streams and surface water bodies 
in the general site vicinity. 

As mentioned, there is a natural drainage divide that passes through the eastern portion of the 
landfill facility, and the proposed transfer station facility is on the east side of this divide (with 
topography draining surface water generally eastward, ultimately reaching the Decker Creek 
watershed).  Drainage west of this divide (not associated with transfer station areas) flows west, 
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10. ABANDONED OIL AND WATER WELLS 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.61(l), this section provides a description and discussion of all existing 
or abandoned water and oil and gas wells situated within the facility boundary.  Previously in this 
report, information was presented on water and oil and gas wells within 500 feet of the proposed 
facility (but not within the registration boundary).  The information presented is based on a Texas 
Water Development Board (TWDB) and TCEQ search for water wells; and a Railroad 
Commission of Texas (RRC) search for crude oil wells, natural gas wells, and other wells 
associated with mineral recovery. 

10.1 Water Wells Within the Facility Boundary 

There are no known water wells within the facility boundary.  In the event that previously unknown 
or abandoned water wells are discovered during development of the transfer station, the facility 
will provide written notification to the TCEQ Executive Director of their location within 30 days 
of their discovery; the facility shall also provide, within 30 days prior to construction, the TCEQ 
Executive Director with written certification that the well has been capped, plugged, and closed in 
accordance with all applicable rules and regulations of the Commission or other state agency. 

10.2 Oil and Gas Wells Within the Facility Boundary 

There are no known oil and gas wells within the facility boundary.  In the event that previously 
unknown or abandoned oil and gas wells are discovered during development of the transfer station, 
the facility will provide written notification to the TCEQ Executive Director of their location 
within 30 days of their discovery.  The facility will also properly cap, plug, and close the wells in 
accordance with all applicable rules and regulations of the RRC.  A copy of the plugging report 
will be submitted to the TCEQ Executive Director within 30 days after the well has been plugged. 
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11. FLOODPLAIN AND WETLANDS STATEMENT 

11.1 Floodplains 

11.1.1 Introduction and Purpose 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.61(m)(1), this section provides data on floodplains.  This section also 
discusses how the facility will be in compliance with the applicable provisions of the floodplain 
location restriction in 30 TAC §330.547 as they pertain to transfer stations. 

11.1.2 FEMA Map 

With respect to mapped floodplains, the site and vicinity are part of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) Numbers 48453C0460K (January 6, 2016) and 48453C0480J (August 18, 2014).  
The latter FIRM covers the location of the proposed transfer station facility.  This area is identified 
by FEMA is an “area of minimal flood hazard,” and there are no mapped 100-year floodplains or 
floodways on or near the site.  West of the site, more than 5,000 feet away from the proposed 
transfer station area, the valley of Walnut Creek includes 100-year floodplains and floodways.  
The FEMA-mapped 100-year flood elevations along Walnut Creek at the point closest to the site 
are approximately 531 feet above sea level (ft, MSL).  Northeast of the site, more than 1,700 feet 
away from the transfer station registration boundary, is the 100-year floodplain of Decker Creek.  
The FEMA-mapped 100-year flood elevations along Decker Creek at the point closest to the site 
are approximately at elevation 601.5 ft, MSL.  In contrast, the proposed transfer station area is 
near a topographic high (drainage divide on a ridge), approximately at elevation 630 ft, MSL. 

A Floodplain Map, using the FEMA FIRMs as base maps, is provided in Appendix I/IIA.  As 
shown on the map and as discussed above, the proposed transfer station facility will not be in or 
near a 100-year floodplain. 

11.1.3 City of Austin Updated (Interim) 100-Year Floodplain 

To assess another source of potentially-relevant floodplain delineation information, the City of 
Austin’s “FloodPro” map viewer tool was used to check whether the proposed transfer station 
facility is affected (i.e., in a City-delineated 100-year floodplain).  The FloodPro mapping tool 
(http://www.ATXfloodpro.com) presents an interim 100-year floodplain based on the current 500-
year floodplain, as an interim means of assessing the effects of larger storm intensities than 
previously thought for a given flood frequency (i.e., as presented in the National Weather Service’s 
2018 “Atlas 14” rainfall study). 
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The FloodPro map viewer tool allows a search by address, and interactive viewing of mapped 
floodplain areas.  Using FloodPro, the information presented above based on the FEMA FIRMs 
was confirmed.  The only difference is that the 100-year flood elevations in Walnut Creek over 
5,000 feet away from the transfer station facility are a few feet (at most) higher on the City of 
Austin interim maps.  From this, the transfer station will be situated on land that is more than 90 
feet higher in elevation than the potential flood levels of Walnut Creek.  The FloodPro map viewer 
also shows that the 100-year flood elevations in Decker Creek, over 1,700 feet away from the 
transfer station facility, are approximately equal to those on the FEMA FIRMs, indicating the 
transfer station will be situated on land that is more than 18 feet higher in elevation than the 
potential flood levels of Decker Creek.  Clearly, the proposed transfer station facility will not be 
impacted by a 100-year flood from either of the two nearest creeks and their associated 100-year 
floodplains/floodways. 

11.2 Wetlands 

As required by 30 TAC §330.61(m)(2), a wetlands determination under applicable federal, state, 
and local laws was made by a qualified Geosyntec ecologist for the proposed transfer station 
facility and adjacent areas that will be developed to support transfer station operations .  

In September 2019, Geosyntec’s ecologist performed a general determination of “Waters of the 
US” (including wetlands).  The wetlands determination consisted of a pre-field inspection desktop 
study, followed by a field inspection of the site.  It is noted that Geosyntec’s 2019 study focused 
on the proposed transfer station facility area that will be developed and potentially disturbed as 
part of the transfer station operations.  The existing landfill areas west of the transfer station site 
were beyond the scope of Geosyntec’s study because a wetlands study was previously conducted 
for the landfill permit application, the existing landfill is operating in accordance with MSW-249D 
(found to be in compliance with wetlands location restrictions), and the transfer station will not be 
located within any landfill footprint (nor will adjacent stormwater conveyances be affected). 

Geosyntec’s 2019 wetlands study findings presented in their environmental site assessment report 
are provided in Appendix I/II-I.  In Geosyntec’s best professional judgment, there do not appear 
to be any wetlands or other jurisdictional water bodies (e.g., streams) within the limits of 
disturbance of the proposed transfer station area.  Accordingly, the demonstrations required by 
paragraphs (1) – (5) of 30 TAC §330.553(b) are not required. 
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12. PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES 

With respect to endangered and/or threatened species, this facility, and operation of this facility, 
must meet 30 TAC §330.551(a), which requires that a facility and the operation of a facility shall 
not result in the destruction or adverse modification of the critical habitat of endangered or 
threatened species, or cause or contribute to the taking of any endangered or threatened species. 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.61(n) and §330.551, a site-specific endangered and threatened species 
assessment was conducted in September 2019 by a Geosyntec ecologist.  The assessment included 
a review of state and federal reference information and a field survey for threatened or endangered 
species and their habitats at the proposed transfer station facility and adjacent areas that will be 
developed to support transfer station operations. 

Geosyntec’s site-specific field survey was conducted to check for listed species or suitable habitats 
for listed species.  Geosyntec concluded that suitable habitat does not occur for any federally-listed 
species that could potentially occur within the County (i.e., Travis County) and that there is no 
critical habitat occurring for any federally listed species within the project area.  Further, with 
respect to state-listed endangered or threatened species, no state-listed species were observed in 
the study area during the investigations or have been documented in the vicinity.  Geosyntec’s 
2019 study findings are provided in Appendix I/IIJ.   

In summary, Geosyntec’s findings are that ongoing facility development and operation is not 
expected to cause or result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitats or 
contribute to the taking or harming of any endangered or threatened species. 

It is noted that Geosyntec’s 2019 study focused on the proposed transfer station facility area that 
will be developed and potentially disturbed as part of the transfer station operations.  The existing 
landfill areas west of the transfer station site were beyond the scope of Geosyntec’s study because 
threatened/endangered species assessments were previously conducted for the landfill permit 
application with findings that landfill development and operation are not expected to cause or 
result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitats or contribute to the taking or 
harming of any endangered or threatened species, and the existing landfill is operating in 
accordance with MSW-249D (found to be in compliance with endangered species location 
restrictions).  As mentioned, the transfer station will not be located within any landfill footprint. 
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13. TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION REVIEW 

As part of the previous landfill permitting activities, culminating with the current (now approved) 
Permit MSW-249D, the landfill facility has been evaluated for compliance with the Natural 
Resources Code, Chapter 191, Texas Antiquities Code.  THC performed their review for the 
landfill facility, and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) issued a “no effect” finding 
(project may proceed). 

For this proposed transfer station registration application, coordination with THC has been 
performed to inform them of this project, and to confirm the understanding that the portion of the 
property proposed for the transfer station facility was covered under the previous finding, or 
otherwise is in compliance with the Texas Antiquities Code, and may proceed. 

A copy of the THC coordination letter, which also includes backup information from the previous 
coordination efforts, is provided with this application as Appendix I/IIK.  As shown in this 
appendix, THC replied to the recent coordination request for this project with a response dated 
October 2019 that indicated “No Significant Sites – Project May Proceed.”   
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14. COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS REVIEW REQUEST 

30 TAC §330.61(p) requires that the owner or operator shall submit documentation that Parts I 
and II of the application were submitted for review to the applicable council of governments for 
compliance with regional solid waste plans.  The owner or operator shall also submit 
documentation that a review letter was requested from any local governments as appropriate for 
compliance with local solid waste plans.  A review letter is not a prerequisite to a final 
determination on a permit or registration application. 

The applicable council of governments for this facility location is CAPCOG.  Documentation that 
Parts I and II of this application were submitted to CAPCOG for their review for compliance with 
regional solid waste plans is provided in Appendix I/IIL. 
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1 WASTE MANAGEMENT 
OF TEXAS INC 
PO BOX 1450 
CHICAGO, IL 60690-1450 

2 BFI WASTE SYSTEMS OF NORTH 
AMERICA 
18500 N ALLIED WAY  
PHEONIX, AZ 85054-6164 

3 CITY OF AUSTIN 
P.O. BOX 1088 
AUSTIN, TX 78761-1088 

4 APPLIED MATERIALS INC 
RUSSELL MAGINEL  
9700 E HIGHWAY 290 
AUSTIN, TX 78724-1102 

5 TRABEV REAL ESTATE LTD 
1500 SCENIC DR APT 105 
AUSTIN, TX 78703-2049 

6 BAHRAMI BEHZAD 
P.O. BOX 82653 
AUSTIN, TX 78708-2653 

7 BAHRAMI BEHZAD 
P.O. BOX 82653 
AUSTIN, TX 78708-2653 

8 BAHRAMI BEHZAD 
P.O. BOX 82653 
AUSTIN, TX 78708-2653 

9 YESCAS HUMBERTO 
6802 SPRUCE GUM LN 
AUSTIN, TX 78744-4946 

10 BAHRAMI BEHZAD 
P.O. BOX 82653 
AUSTIN, TX 78708-2653 

11 BAHRAMI BEHZAD 
P.O. BOX 82653 
AUSTIN, TX 78708-2653 

12 7-ELEVEN INC 
P.O. BOX 711 
DALLAS, TX 75221-0711 
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13 SUAREZ HUMBERTO 
11717 PILLION PL 
MANOR, TX 68653-3767 

14 ROBERTSON FAMILY 
290 PROPERTY LLC 
3506 BONNIE RD 
AUSTIN, TX 78703-2604 

15 BFI WASTE SYSTEMS OF NORTH 
AMERICA 
18500 N ALLIED WAY  
PHEONIX, AZ 85054-6164 

16 CENTRAL TEXAS REGIONAL 
MOBILTY AUTHORITY 
515 CONGRESS AVE STE 2230 
AUSTIN, TX 78701-3506 

17 APPLIED MATERIALS INC  
RUSSELL MANGINEL 
9700 E HIGHWAY 290 
AUSTIN, TX 78724-1102 

18 APPLIED MATERIALS INC  
RUSSELL MANGINEL 
9700 E HIGHWAY 290 
AUSTIN, TX 78724-1102 

19 FIRST CHURCH OF GOD OF 
AUSTIN INC 
PO BOX 141005 
AUSTIN, TX 78714-1005 

20 APPLIED MATERIALS INC 
RUSSELL MAGINEL 
9700 E HIGHWAY 290 
AUSTIN, TX 78724-1102 

21 APPLIED MATERIALS INC 
RUSSELL MAGINEL 
9700 E HIGHWAY 290 
AUSTIN, TX 78724-1102 

22 C L THOMAS HOLDINGS LLC 
PO BOX 1876 
VICTORIA, TX 77902-1876 

23 LAKE P FRANK TRUSTEES & 
LIPCO REAL ESTATE LLC 
P.O. BOX 2134 
AUSTIN, TX 78768-2134 

24 WALLACE H DALTON 
9505 JOHNNY MORRIS RD 
AUSTIN, TX 78724-1527 
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 Mailing List-3 September 2019 

 
ON-SITE MINERAL INTEREST OWNER’S LIST 

 
Mineral interest ownership under the facility was investigated by reviewing the real property appraisal records 

available at the Travis County Appraisal District (District) and contacting the District regarding their records.  
As of September 2019, mineral interest ownership information is not listed in the real property appraisal 
records of the District. 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY AND 
FACILITY REGISTRATION BOUNDARY 

Contents: 
• Legal Description of Facility Registration Boundary - Metes and

Bounds Description

• Survey Drawing of Registration Boundary

• Plat Record

Application Page No. I/IIC-1 
Submitted September 2019; Revised January 2020



10.807 ACRES
WASTE MANAGEMENT OF TEXAS, INC. PROJECT NO.:196-411
TRAVIS COUNTY, TX JANUARY 28, 2020

REGISTRATION BOUNDARY

BEING AN 10.807 ACRE TRACT OF LAND, LOCATED IN THE LUCAS MUNOS 
SURVEY 55, ABSTRACT 513, TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS, AND BEING A 
PORTION OF THE REMAINDER OF A CALLED 108.34 ACRE TRACT 
CONVEYED TO AUSTIN COMMUNITY DISPOSAL COMPANY, INC., PER 
DEED RECORDED IN VOLUME 5918, PAGE 1229 OF THE DEED RECORDS OF 
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS (D.R.T.C.T.), AND A PORTION OF THE 
REMAINDER OF A CALLED 108.272 ACRE TRACT CONVEYED TO TEXAS 
WASTE SYSTEMS, INC., PER DEED RECORDED IN VOLUME 7579, PAGE 500, 
D.R.T.C.T.; SAID 17.001 ACRES OF LAND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING at a ½-inch iron rod found at the easterly common corner of said 108.34 acre 
tract and of Kaye/Mark Subdivision No. 1, per plat recorded Book 86, Page 65B, of the Plat Records of 
Travis County, Texas; said point being on the westerly right-of-way line of Giles Lane as widened per deed 
to Travis County recorded in Volume 7743, Page 456, D.R.T.C.T., and by deed to the City of Austin 
recorded in Volume 10899, Page 103, D.R.T.C.T.;

THENCE, along the common line of said 108.34 acre tract and of said Kaye/Mark Subdivision 
No. 1, N62°09’16”W, a distance of 190.44 feet to a to a calculated point, being approximately 2.50 feet 
westerly of the City of Austin boundary line;

THENCE, over and across said 108. 34 acre tract, N27°47’30”E, a distance of 377.96 feet to a 
calculated point, for the POINT OF BEGINNING hereof;

THENCE, over and across said 108.34 acre tract and said 108.272 acre tract, the following twelve 
(12) courses and distances:

1. N62°30’35”W, a distance of 145.16 feet to a calculated point;

2. N28°34’09”E, a distance of 17.22 feet to a calculated point;

3. N25°24’36”E, a distance of 286.41 feet to a calculated point;

4. N01°36’21”W, a distance of 222.94 feet to a calculated point;

5. N15°56’43”W, a distance of 86.31 feet to a calculated point;

6. N01°40’09”W, a distance of 78.97 feet to a calculated point;

7. N09°09’01”W, a distance of 272.11 feet to a calculated point;

8. N14°35’31”W, a distance of 123.41feet to a calculated point;

9. N08°11’11”W, a distance of 209.68 feet to a calculated point;

10. N05°13’50”W, a distance of 178.02 feet to a calculated point;
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Management and Personnel 

The WMTX principals and supervisors who will be involved in the management and operations 
of the facility are: 

Mr. Donald J. Smith, Vice President 

Mr. Smith holds the title of Area Vice President with WMTX and has responsibility for the 
overall management of WMTX and its wholly owned subsidiaries’ operations throughout Texas.  
He has over 28 years of experience in the solid waste industry, and in addition to being currently 
responsible for all WMTX and affiliate operations in this geographic area, he also handles 
regulatory and legislative affairs in the state of Texas pertaining to the solid waste industry. 

 

Mr. Steve Jacobs, Director of Disposal Operations 

Mr. Jacobs has over 33 years of experience in the solid waste industry, in municipal solid waste 
and hazardous waste landfill operations and management and transfer station operations and 
management.  He has held a variety of positions ranging from equipment operator, to landfill 
manager, to a corporate region manager and an area manager, and now as a director of disposal 
operations in a two-state corporate region.  Through this he has gained a broad experience in the 
areas of landfill and earthwork construction, as well as management of transfer stations.  Mr. 
Jacobs was affiliated with Browning Ferris Industries, Inc. (BFI) for 18 years and CECOS 
International (a wholly-owned subsidiary of BFI) for 4 years before moving to WMTX.  Mr. 
Jacobs has held positions of steadily increasing responsibility for personnel management and 
corporate financial management.  He joined WMTX as an area manager, and transitioned to 
greater responsibility into his current position where he is responsible for the operations of 
multiple municipal solid waste landfills in Texas and Oklahoma.  He holds a current Texas MSW 
Facility Class A license for supervising or managing an MSW facility.   

 

Mr. Charles Rivette, P.E., Director of Planning and Project Development 

Mr. Rivette has over 28 years of experience in the operations and management of municipal and 
hazardous waste landfills and municipal solid waste transfer stations.  He has been involved with 
all aspects of landfill and transfer station management during that period.  Mr. Rivette was 
affiliated with BFI for 11years prior to moving to WMTX.  Presently, Mr. Rivette works daily 
with operations management of over 20 municipal solid waste landfill and transfer station 
facilities in Texas.  These responsibilities include profit/loss; regulatory compliance; oversight of 
permitting, engineering, environmental compliance, landfill liner and final cover construction; 
personnel safety and training; and community relations activities.  He holds a Texas Professional 
Engineer (P.E.) license, and holds a Texas MSW Facility Class A license for supervising or 
managing an MSW facility. 
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Mr. Tim Champagne, Environmental Protection Manager 

Mr. Champagne is currently the environmental protection manager for various WMTX Texas 
MSW facilities.  He has over 25 years of experience in the solid waste industry, including over 
14 years of direct involvement with environmental compliance issues related to municipal solid 
waste in Texas.  He is responsible for managing environmental compliance programs and related 
regulatory coordination at six municipal solid waste landfills, as well as eight other solid waste 
facilities in Texas. 

 

Site Manager 

The Site Manager will have and maintain a Class A or B license as a municipal solid waste 
facility supervisor in accordance with 30 TAC, Chapter 30, Subchapter F: Municipal Solid 
Waste Facility Supervisors.  The Site Manager will be responsible for day-to-day operations. 

 

Employees 

The aforementioned management team and Site Manager will provide oversight and training for 
employees at the facility.   
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8217 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 200 
Austin, Texas 78757 

PH 512.451.4003 
www.Geosyntec.com 

GW7107/Austin Transfer Station Follow Up Coord Ltr to TxDOT 

Via Email (Victor.Vargas@txdot.gov)        29 January 2020 

Mr. Victor Vargas, P.E. 
North Austin Area Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation 
7901 N. I-35 
Austin, Texas  78753 

Subject: Traffic Coordination Follow-Up 
Proposed Municipal Solid Waste Transfer Station (Type V MSW Facility) 
Austin Community Transfer Station – Austin, Travis County, Texas 

Dear Mr. Vargas: 

First and foremost, we want to thank Mr. Tucker Ferguson and the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) for the October 22, 2019, response to our letter of September 25, 2019, informing TxDOT 
about Waste Management of Texas, Inc.’s (WMTX’s) planned application to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to register the above-referenced municipal solid waste (MSW) transfer 
station in Travis County.  We appreciate Mr. Ferguson’s prompt response advising us that TxDOT does 
not have any current restrictions for legal load limits entering U.S. Highway 290, which is the closest 
TxDOT-maintained roadway that will provide access to the proposed transfer station.   

As you know, Mr. Ferguson’s October 2019 letter lists you as the TxDOT point of contact for this matter 
going forward.  We are happy to answer any questions you may have regarding this project.   

We wish to make clear with this letter that the proposed transfer station, once operational, will result in a 
net reduction in site-generated traffic volumes as compared to the existing, current landfill operations at 
the site.  As noted in our September 2019 letter, there is an existing, operational MSW landfill at the site 
proposed for the transfer station, and that landfill has an established historical traffic flow.  The transfer 
station will be located entirely within the existing permitted boundary of the landfill facility (i.e., the 
transfer station and the landfill will be co-located facilities).  The roads within one mile of the site that 
waste-hauling vehicles currently and have historically used to access the landfill facility will be the same 
roads that vehicles use to access the transfer station.    

Operation of the transfer station will be phased in as the landfill phases out of operation – i.e., the transfer 
station will not commence operation until the landfill is nearing capacity and accepting only de minimis 
amounts of waste – thus the cumulative traffic impacts from the co-located facilities will be minimal as 
the two facilities will not be fully operational at the same time.  Detailed information on expected transfer 
station-generated traffic volumes are provided in the enclosed table.  As the traffic data in the enclosed 
table demonstrate, the proposed transfer station – even when operating at its theoretical maximum 
capacity – will generate significantly fewer vehicles per day than the landfill, on the same access roads 
that currently serve the landfill. 
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We also acknowledge TxDOT’s preference that we work with local jurisdictions regarding traffic issues 
on access roads outside of TxDOT’s system.  WMTX is committed to addressing all applicable local 
building and construction requirements regarding road and traffic issues at the appropriate time.  At this 
point in the TCEQ application phase of the project, WMTX is addressing TCEQ’s registration 
requirements.  If the need to coordinate with local transportation agencies and departments arises outside 
of the TCEQ registration process, WMTX will address such needs as they arise – i.e., at such time as a 
local government requirement applies to the project and in accordance with applicable procedures. 

Lastly, we want to take this opportunity to provide TxDOT with the revised ingress and egress plan for 
the proposed transfer station.  WMTX’s application to register the transfer station is under review by 
TCEQ, and WMTX has made certain revisions to the pending application, including a traffic-relevant 
revision to the Site Plan for the proposed facility.  Enclosed is a copy of the revised Site Plan, which you 
will note no longer contains the secondary driveway along Giles Road in the southeast corner of the site 
that was previously envisioned for use by transfer trailers exiting the site.  WMTX no longer proposes to 
use this secondary driveway.  The existing main site driveway that the transfer station will use for ingress 
and egress is the same driveway currently and historically used for ingress and egress to the  existing 
landfill, as discussed in the 2004 Transportation Study attached to Geosyntec’s September 2019 letter.  

If you have any questions or comments regarding this matter, or require additional information, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at (512) 451-4003, or by email at sgraves@geosyntec.com. 

          Sincerely, 

 
 

Scott M. Graves, P.E. 
Principal 

Attachment 
 
Copy to:  Chuck Rivette, WMTX 
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COMPARISON OF LANDFILL TRAFFIC TO TRANSFER STATION TRAFFIC 

(AUSTIN COMMUNITY RDF LANDFILL VS. AUSTIN COMMUNITY TRANSFER STATION) 
     

Item 

2019 
Landfill 

Daily 
Tonnage 
Values 

2019 
Landfill 

Daily 
Traffic  
Values 

Transfer 
Station 
Daily 

Tonnage 
Estimates 

Transfer 
Station  
Daily  

Traffic 
Estimates 

Peak Day 5,213 623 3,200 573 
Average of Busiest Day of Each Month 4,345 592 3,006 538 
Average of M-F Operating Days  3,469 550 2,442 437 
Average of All Operating Days 3,045 504 2,145 384 
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REVISED SITE PLAN 
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vwxyz{|}�~}���w����v��v�����v����������������������������v

Application Page No. I/IIH-93 
Page Added January 2020



Application Page I/IIK-32 
Page Added January 2020



Application Page I/IIK-33 
Page Added January 2020



8217 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 200 
Austin, Texas  78757 

PH 512.451.4003 
FAX 512.306.8042 

www.Geosyntec.com 

 

CAPCOG Checklist Transmittal Ltr 1-31-20 
 

Via Hand Delivery  
 
Mr. Kenneth May                          31 January 2020 
Regional Programs Coordinator 
Regional Services – Solid Waste Planning 
Capital Area Council of Governments  
6800 Burleson Road, Building 310, Suite 165 
Austin, Texas  78744 

Subject: Transmittal of Completed RSWMP Conformance Review Checklist 

 
New TCEQ MSW Transfer Station Registration Application, No. MSW-40306 
Austin Community Transfer Station, Travis County, Texas 

  
Dear Mr. May: 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the January 23, 2020, meeting of the Capital Area Council of Governments’ 
(CAPCOG’s) Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) and engage with the SWAC regarding the above-referenced 
municipal solid waste (MSW) transfer station registration application.  We appreciated the opportunity to provide the 
SWAC with updated information, and to address the SWAC’s questions, regarding the pending application and 
proposed facility. 

As requested, Waste Management of Texas, Inc. (WMTX) has completed CAPCOG’s Regional Solid Waste 
Management Plan (RSWMP) Conformance Review Checklist.  Enclosed is the completed checklist and supporting 
information.  Per the RSWMP, WMTX has completed the checklist to the best its ability to demonstrate how the 
proposed facility will help in promoting the goals and objectives of the RSWMP.  See RSWMP, Vol. II, at 42-43. 

Also enclosed are WMTX’s responses to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ’s) first round of 
comments on the pending registration application and WMTX’s proposed revisions to Parts I and II of the application.  
We will continue to provide CAPCOG with any additional revisions to Parts I and II of the application that are 
submitted to TCEQ in the course of the agency’s ongoing review of the application. 

Returning briefly to the Conformance Review Checklist, WMTX understands that the checklist questions are intended 
track the goals and objectives of the RSWMP.  See RSWMP, Vol. II, at 42.  However, the law requires conformance 
with the RSWMP approved and adopted by TCEQ, not the checklist.  See Tex. Health & Safety Code § 363.066(a).  
With respect to plan conformance, CAPCOG’s RSWMP does not set forth any particular requirements for MSW 
applications or facilities.  Instead, the RSWMP sets out goals and objectives, such as Goal #15 and its associated 
objectives, which pertain to “the Plan Conformance/Facility Application Review Process.”  RSWMP, Vol. I, at 4.   

The objectives listed under Goal #15 of CAPCOG’s RSWMP concern land use compatibility, roadway and drainage 
impacts, the applicant’s compliance history as determined by TCEQ, buffer zones and visual screening, and practices 
to prevent and control windblown litter, stormwater runoff, vectors, odors, and nuisance conditions.  See RSWMP, 
Vol. I, at 4-5.  Each of these topics is addressed in WMTX’s registration application and, in the case of compliance 
history, by TCEQ in the application review process, pursuant to TCEQ’s rules in 30 Tex. Admin. Code Chapter 60.  
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CAPCOG Checklist Transmittal Ltr 1-31-20 

COMPLETED RSWMP CONFORMANCE CHECKLIST 
WITH ATTACHED SUPPORTING INFORMATION* 

REGISTRATION APPLICATION MSW-40306 

AUSTIN COMMUNITY TRANSFER STATION 

*Note:  For brevity and to avoid unnecessary duplication, the supporting information
provided to CAPCOG is being omitted from this copy that is for insertion in the
TCEQ Registration Application Part I/II, Appendix I/IIL.  The supporting
information is composed of excerpts from the TCEQ Registration Application and
TCEQ Compliance History information.
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CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS REGIONAL SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW CHECKLIST 

Adopted by CAPCOG Executive Committee January 12, 2005 
Revised by CAPCOG Executive Committee on August 8, 2018 
Updated Division and Division Director on December 12, 2018 

 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) requires that all municipal solid waste 
(MSW) facilities proposed for siting in the CAPCOG region conform to CAPCOG’s Regional Solid 
Waste Management Plan (RSWMP). (Texas Health and Safety Code §363.066; 30 TAC §330.635.)  
It is the responsibility of the applicant to demonstrate conformance to the RSWMP. 
 
CAPCOG, with the assistance of its Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC), will review permit 
and registration applications filed with the TCEQ to determine their conformance to the RSWMP. All 
applicants must complete this Solid Waste Plan Conformance Checklist, and submit it to CAPCOG as 
described in Volume II of the RSWMP, to assist CAPCOG in making this determination. 
 
The applicant’s representative must complete the Checklist to demonstrate how the proposed facility 
will help in promoting the goals and objectives of the RSWMP. CAPCOG’s Solid Waste Program 
Coordinator will return an incomplete Checklist to the applicant with a written explanation of its 
deficiencies. The applicant may resubmit the Checklist when all the deficiencies are corrected. As 
required under 30 TAC §330.57(e)(2), the applicant must submit any amendments to parts I or II of 
application to CAPCOG. If the applicant amends parts I or II of the application, the applicant must 
also submit an updated conformance review checklist with a cover letter explaining the changes. 
Failure to provide amended applications and checklists may be grounds for a non-conformance 
determination by CAPCOG. 
 
If you need additional space to answer a Checklist question, or the question requires an attachment, 
attach letter-size continuation sheets, reduce or fold attachments to letter size if possible, and insert 
each continuation sheet and attachment following the Checklist page it supplements. Include the 
Checklist question number on the continuation sheet and attachment, and number the sheets in 
sequence—for example, the continuation sheets answering a question on Checklist page 3 should be 
numbered 3-1, 3-2, etc. The grade sheet that the SWAC will use to evaluate your responses to the 
Checklist is attached for your information. 
 
Submit the completed Checklist to Ken May, Regional Programs Coordinator at kmay@capcog.org 
and Rachel Steele, Community & Economic Development at rsteele@capcog.org.  
 
In order to review Volumes I and II of CAPCOG’s RSWMP, local MSW facility siting ordinances, 
and CAPCOG’s model local MSW facility siting ordinance, which includes recommended set-back 
distances between MSW facilities and various sensitive features, please visit: 
http://www.capcog.org/divisions/regional-services/solid-waste-planning.  
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Section 1:  General Applicant Information 
 
1.1 Applicant's Name:Waste Management of Texas, Inc. (WMTX)                

                               
 
1.2 Location of proposed facility 

   Nearest City:     Austin                            County: Travis                
 
1.3   New facility or    Amendment to current permit/registration 

 
1.4 Is this a permit or a registration application? 
   Permit          No.          Registration  No.40306 
 
1.5 What type of MSW facility is being registered or permitted?  
   Type I Landfill   Type IV AE Landfill 

  Type I AE Landfill   Type V Facility 
   Type IV Landfill   Other (please describe) 
 Describe "Other" below: 
       
 
  

1.6 What types of waste(s) will be accepted at your facility?  
  
The facility’s Waste Acceptance Plan in the registration application describes all allowable waste 
streams (see Part I/II Report, Section 3.1).  Additionally, Section 4.1 of the Site Operating Plan 
(SOP) further describes the typical properties and characteristics of the waste.  Copies of this section 
of the SOP and other relevant sections of the SOP are being attached as “Exhibit A” to this package.  
The major classifications of solid waste to be accepted at the facility for transfer to a properly 
permitted MSW facility include household waste, yard waste, commercial waste, Class 2 and Class 3 
non-hazardous industrial waste, construction-demolition waste, brush, rubbish, shredded or quartered 
tires, and wastes incidental to MSW (e.g., municipal household hazardous waste, small dead 
animals).  Certain special wastes may also be accepted at the facility. 
 
Consistent with 30 TAC §330.15, the facility will not accept Class 1 non-hazardous industrial wastes, 
regulated hazardous wastes, regulated asbestos-containing material (RACM), liquid wastes, 
radioactive wastes, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) wastes, untreated medical wastes, or other 
wastes prohibited by TCEQ regulations. 
 
See also the response to Item 1.7 immediately below. 
 
1.7 Do you currently or plan to accept special or industrial waste?  If yes, which classes?  If no, 

write “No.” 
  
Yes.  The facility will accept Class 2 and Class 3 non-hazardous industrial solid waste.  The facility 
will also accept certain special wastes (i.e., those special wastes identified as allowable for 
acceptance in the registration application (see Part I/II Report, Section 3.1)). 
 
The facility's Waste Acceptance Plan also provides a list of prohibited wastes that the facility shall 
not accept.  Please refer to Section 3.1 of the Part I/II Report for a complete list of prohibited wastes.  
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1.8 Do you currently or do you plan on accepting treatment plant sludge, treated sewage or any 

other potentially odorous wastes?      Yes      No 
 
 
1.9 What entity or entities in the CAPCOG Region is this facility intended to serve? 

 
The facility will serve individuals, businesses, communities, institutions, and private and 
public solid waste collection vehicles from the City of Austin, Travis County, and surrounding 
counties. 

 
1.10 Does your facility have an operating or host agreement with any CAPCOG entity or entities?  

If so, please provide a copy. If not, do you plan to enter into one? 
  
          No.  At this time there are no plans to enter into one. 
 
1.11 If the proposed facility is other than a landfill, where will the stored or processed wastes be 

taken for disposal?   
 
The disposal destination of the solid waste collected and transferred by the facility is a properly 
permitted Type I MSW landfill. 

 
1.12 Do you wish to meet with CAPCOG’s SWAC (or a SWAC subcommittee formed for the 

review of this application) prior to CAPCOG commencing its conformance review? 
  Yes      No 

 
1.13 Do you wish to make a presentation to the SWAC when it considers a recommendation to 

CAPCOG’s Executive Committee on this application’s conformance to CAPCOG’s RSWMP?    
  Yes      No  
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Section 2:  Land Use Compatibility and Conformance to Regional Goals and Objectives  
 
The following questions assess conformance to the Regional Solid Waste Management Plan. These 
questions are based on CAPCOG’s Regional Goals and Objectives, which include land use 
compatibility and local community concerns. 
 
2.1.  What measures do you plan to take to make your facility accessible to the general public?  

(e.g., citizens’ collection station, inclement weather plan, posted fee scales, map availability, 
public advertising methods, etc.)  

  
      The facility will be listed/advertised on the internet and in the Yellow Pages to make it 

convenient for customers (including members of the general public) to contact the facility 
regarding waste acceptance, hours of operation, and directions to the site.  The site entrance and 
scales/gate house will be well marked, with signs indicating the site telephone number and hours 
of operation and the types of waste accepted/prohibited.  All fees will be clearly posted for 
customers at the scales/gate house area and additional signage will be provided regarding safety 
requirements and restricted activities.  All-weather roads will be provided and maintained to 
allow customers to access the transfer station building for unloading of waste, including during 
times of inclement weather.  Finally, an optional citizen's recycling drop-off area has been added 
to the proposed facility, as reflected in the revisions to the application as submitted to TCEQ in 
January 2020 (copies of which, for Part I and II revisions, were provided to CAPCOG). 

 
2.2.  Describe your plans to deter illegal dumping through initiatives such as community cleanup 

events, free or reduced rate events, public education, etc.  
 
WMTX will continue to support area-wide cleanup initiatives and community-sponsored cleanup 
events, and provide discounted rates on material resulting from community cleanup events.  
WMTX will also continue to provide public education and provide information on area recycling 
and disposal.  These public education and outreach efforts promote awareness of the need for, 
and methods of, proper waste management, which will help deter illegal dumping. 
 
It is also noted that the facility's operating procedures, as set forth in the registration application, 
will include checking for and cleaning up waste debris and litter along the public access roads 
serving the facility for a distance of two miles in either direction from the site entrance.  The 
visibility of these activities on nearby roads will also serve to deter illegal dumping. 

 
2.3. If applicable, how will your facility manage scrap/used tires?  Please explain in detail. 

 
The facility will accept only tires that are shredded or quartered.  These will be managed in the 
same manner as the other allowable waste streams (i.e., generally speaking: unloaded in the 
transfer station building and transferred to transfer trailers for off-site disposal at a duly-permitted 
MSW facility), as set forth in the SOP included in the registration application.  Whole scrap/used 
tires will not be accepted.  In the event that a whole tire is discovered in an incoming load, the 
tire will be transported off-site to a permitted tire recycling facility. 

 
2.4. What are your plans for managing yard waste and brush?  Please explain in detail. 

 
The facility will accept yard waste and brush.  When practicable (e.g., when a load of yard waste 
and/or brush is a "clean" load (not mixed with other waste)), yard waste and/or brush will be 
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diverted for off-site processing into mulch.  

2.5. Will any of the following items be diverted for recycling or reuse? 

 Electronics   Yard waste & brush 
 White Goods  Scrap Metal 
 Construction/Demolition Debris  Other (please describe) 
 Tires 

2.6. If the proposed facility is other than a landfill, what, if any, measures will be taken to minimize, 
reduce, or recycle the waste before it is hauled off for disposal? 

The facility will be a transfer station.  If "clean" loads (i.e., not mixed with other wastes) of 
recyclable materials of the types noted above in Item 2.5 are received, they will be diverted for 
recycling.  The facility does not propose to conduct sorting of loads to locate these items for 
recycling/reuse.  WMTX will divert recyclable materials from the transfer station by continuing 
to provide recycling services to customers throughout the service area. Recyclable materials 
collected through those collection programs will nto be sent to the transfer station, but rather 
diverted to a Materials Recycling Facility. 

As noted previously, the facility will include an optional citizen's recycling drop-off area, for 
non-commercial customers to drop-off small quantities of acceptable source-separated 
recyclables. 

2.7. If the proposed authorization is a registration, how does the application qualify for a registration 
rather than a permit, and why – in light of the more limited opportunities for members of the 
public to contest a registration compared to a permit – a registration for this facility would better 
serve the public interest than a permit? 

The proposed authorization is a registration.  As explained in Section 3.6 of Part I/II of the 
registration application, per 30 TAC §330.9(b)(4), this transfer station facility qualifies for a 
registration because it will be located within the permitted boundaries of an MSW Type I landfill 
facility (namely, the Austin Community Recycling and Disposal Facility (RDF), TCEQ Permit 
No. MSW-249D).  Public interest will be served by adhering to the registration process and 
opportunity for public participation established by the Texas Legislature and TCEQ through the 
applicable laws and regulations.  

2.8. Is the site of your proposed facility subject to zoning or siting restrictions by federal, state or 
local governments? Please note that you must mark “yes” to this question if any local 
government with jurisdiction over the proposed location has adopted a MSW facility siting 
ordinance pursuant to Texas Health and Safety Code §363.112 or §364 and or adopted any 
floodplain regulations pursuant to Texas Water Code §16.315, regardless of whether or not the 
applicant believes that the ordinance applies to the proposed facility.     Yes  No 

2.9. The applicant must demonstrate compliance with local land use regulations by (i) providing a 
written list of all local land use regulations relevant to the MSW facility, and (ii) providing 
documentation from the applicable zoning or siting entity stating that the proposed facility will 

-Source-Separated Recyclable Material
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be in compliance with its regulations. Make sure to include consideration of any MSW facility 
siting ordinances and floodplain management ordinances adopted by the local government with 
jurisdiction over the proposed site. If the applicant believes that any such local ordinances do not 
apply to the facility, it must provide an explanation and verification of this claim from all local 
governments with jurisdiction over the proposed location. 
                                                                                                                                                         
As mentioned, the transfer station will be within the permit boundary of the Austin Community 
RDF.  The Austin Community RDF holds a development permit from Travis County.  The 
applicant expects that the County development permit may need to be either modified and 
updated to incorporate the development associated with the transfer station, or a new stand-alone 
development permit obtained, along with a building permit.  As has been the case for ongoing 
development activities at the Austin Community RDF, these local development permit 
applications are made prior to the start of actual development activities.  With respect to local 
ordinances, on the filing date of the TCEQ registration application, a portion of the transfer 
station registration boundary was within the city limits of the City of Austin and the remaining 
portion of the transfer station registration boundary was within the City of Austin ETJ.  As such, 
any Travis County ordinance purporting to prohibit or limit waste storage, processing, or disposal 
does not apply to the facility.  The proposed location of the transfer station building has been 
shifted slightly in response to a request from a neighboring church to provide greater buffer 
distances, along with a reduction in the registration boundary.  This is reflected in revisions to the 
application as submitted to TCEQ in January 2020 (copies of which, for Part I and II revisions, 
were provided to CAPCOG).  This relocation and reduction in the registration boundary results in 
the transfer station facility not being located within City of Austin city limits or zoning. 
 

2.10.  Please provide a map identifying all schools, land owned by school districts for future 
schools, public and private water wells, neighborhoods, individual residences, business 
establishments, day care facilities, places of worship, historic sites, health care facilities, areas of 
direct drainage to any public surface drinking supply, areas of direct drainage to a recharge 
aquifer, 100-year floodplain, parks, tourist attractions, scenic roads, airport runways used by 
piston-driven aircraft, airport runways used by turbojet-powered aircraft, wetland areas, fault 
areas that have shifted since the last Ice Age, seismic impact zones, habitat for state and federally 
listed species, and any other potentially sensitive features within a 1-mile radius of the outer 
boundary of the proposed facility site. See definitions listed in CAPCOG’s 2004 Model MSW 
Facility Siting Ordinance if clarification is needed. 
 
A series of maps (taken from the registration application unless otherwise noted) are attached as 
"Exhibit B."  When present within a 1-mile radius of the facility boundary, the features requested 
above are identified on these maps.  Note that the following features are not found within a 1-
mile radius of the outer boundary of the proposed facility. 
     1.  Land owned by school districts for future schools 
     2.  Areas of direct drainage to a public surface drinking supply 
     3.  An historic site 
     4.  Areas of direct drainage to an aquifer recharge zone 
     5.  a tourist attraction 
     6.  a designated scenic road 
     7.  Airport runways, both for piston-driven and turbojet-powered aircraft 
     8.  Fault areas that have shifted since the last Ice Age 
     9.  Seismic impact zones 
    10.  Habitat for state-or-federally-listed endangered species 
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Also, it is noted that no other potentially sensitive features were found within a 1-mile radius of 
the outer boundary of the proposed facility site. 
 
A site-specific wetlands study was performed for this project (Addressed in Part I/II Section 11.2 
and Appendix I/II-I).  No potentially-jurisdictional wetlands or other jurisdictional water bodies 
were found within the limits of disturbance of the transfer station area. 
 
A site-specific endangered and threatened species study was performed for this project 
(addressed in Part I/II Section 12 and Appendix I/IIJ), and the findings are that facility 
development and operation is not expected to cause or result in the destruction or adverse 
modification or contribute to the taking or harming of any listed threatened or endangered 
species. 
 
 
 

2.11. What is the shortest distance between the outer boundary of the proposed facility site and the 
following features within 1 mile of the proposed facility? (if a listed feature is not located within 
1 mile of the outer boundary of the proposed facility, mark “N/A”): 

 
a. An existing school:     5,030 feet 
b. Land owned by a school district for a future school:  N/A feet 
c. A public or private water well:    2,810 feet 
d. A neighborhood:     3,030 feet 
e. An individual residence:    3,030 feet 
f. A day care facility:     3,580 feet 
g. A place of worship:     300 feet 
h. An area of direct drainage to  

any public surface drinking supply:   N/A feet 
i. An historic site:     N/A feet 
j. A health care facility:     1,400 feet 
k. An area of direct drainage to any recharge aquifers: N/A feet 
l. Any officially recognized 100-year floodplain  1,720 feet 
m. A park:       3,680 feet 
n. A tourist attraction      N/A feet 
o. A designated scenic road:    N/A feet 
p. An airport runway used by piston-driven aircraft N/A feet 
q. An airport runway used by turbojet-powered aircraft N/A feet 
r. A wetland area      900 feet 
s. A fault area that has shifted since the last Ice Age N/A feet 
t. A seismic impact zone     N/A feet 
u. Habitat for state- or federally-listed species  N/A feet 
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2.12. Have local governments with jurisdiction over the facility specifically identified this location 
as suitable for the type of MSW handling (disposal or processing) proposed for this location? 
(Under Vol. II of CAPCOG’s RSWMP, if a local government has a MSW siting ordinance in 
place designating the proposed site as suitable for the proposed use, CAPCOG’s RSWMP will 
not contradict it) 
 
The transfer station facilty will be sited within the permit boundary of the Austin Community 
RDF facility, which has been deemed suitable for processing and disposal of MSW by state and 
local governments through issuance of TCEQ Permit No. 249D and local government 
development permits under which the site is now being developed and operated. 

 
 
2.13. The applicant must demonstrate that it has adequately addressed the risk of nuisance 

conditions from a MSW facility impacting nearby persons, property, or land uses by providing a 
written plan containing reasonable and appropriate measures to avoid if possible or minimize if 
avoidance is not possible such conditions through (i) controlling litter blown from the MSW 
facility or released from the operator’s vehicles going to or from the MSW facility, (ii) managing 
the quantity and quality of stormwater from the facility, (iii) controlling birds and disease vectors 
from the facility, (iv) controlling odor from the MSW facility through the use of daily cover and 
other means, (v) controlling excessive noise or light pollution, and (vi) establishing appropriate 
buffers and setbacks. Note that full enclosure of the location where waste would be stored and 
processed (“full enclosure” defined here as enclosure above and at least ¾ around the storage or 
processing area laterally) and operation of active odor controls are presumed to be “reasonable” 
and “appropriate” measures to avoid or minimize odor conditions for any Type V transfer station. 
Where feasible, full enclosure of storage or processing areas and operation of active odor controls 
are also presumed to be “reasonable” and “appropriate” measures to avoid or minimize odor 
conditions for any other Type V facility. If an applicant is proposing a Type V facility without 
full enclosure and active odor controls for the processing and storage areas, the applicant should 
demonstrate either that: 1) other proposed odor control measures will be at least as effective at 
controlling odor as full enclosure and active odor controls or 2) full enclosure of the processing 
and storage areas would be infeasible for the facility. 
 
The SOP in the registration application addresses the operational requirements of 30 TAC 
Chapter 330, Subchapter E (Operational Standards for Municipal Solid Waste Storage and 
Processing Facilities), which are specifically intended to prevent the occurrence of nuisance 
conditions.  Copies of the relevant sections of the SOP are being attached as “Exhibit A” to this 
package, to provide information on the above topics. 
 
The area where waste will be processed (i.e., the transfer station building) will have a roof over 
the building and will have walls around at least 3 of the 4 sides of the building laterally, and 
therefore it will have a "full enclosure" according to the CAPCOG definition stated above.  As 
outlined in the SOP, the facility will also implement active odor control measures.  Based on 
these features, it is apparent that the facility will comply with CAPCOG's recommendations and 
therefore can be presumed to be reasonable and appropriate to avoid or minimize odor 
conditions. 

 
2.14. The applicant must demonstrate that road, drainage, and other infrastructure needs and/or 

problems created by a MSW facility have been fully addressed by providing documentation from 
appropriate governmental entities that such needs and problems have been addressed. At a 

Application Page I/IIL-11 
Page Added January 2020



Page 9 of 13 

minimum, this must include documentation from: 1) the County, 2) if the proposed facility is 
located within the extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) or city limits of a city government, the 
applicable City Government, and 3) if a local school district owns land within 1 mile of the outer 
boundary of the proposed facility, the applicable school district. In the event that such 
documentation cannot be obtained by the applicant, the applicant must present evidence that it 
has made a reasonable and good-faith effort to obtain such documentation.  
 
The applicant has not sought to obtain the documentation requested by this item because it does 
not appear to be applicable to the proposed facility.  Namely, the proposed facility is not 
proposing any off-site road, drainage, or infrastructure improvements (i.e., there are no off-site 
needs being requested from a County, City, or school district).  Also, because the transfer station 
will utilize area roads in a similar manner as the Austin Community RDF landfill's traffic (as 
analyzed, designed, and approved for operation), but with a reduced amount of facility-generated 
traffic, the transfer station will not create road, drainage, or other infrastructure problems - and in 
fact may be considered an improvement of traffic conditions compared to landfill operations. 

 
2.15. The applicant must demonstrate compatibility with existing and planned land uses in the 

vicinity of the MSW facility by providing documentation from appropriate governmental entities 
that the facility is not incompatible with existing and planned land uses. At a minimum, this must 
include documentation from: 1) the County, 2) if the proposed facility is located within the extra-
territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) or city limits of a city government, the applicable City Government, 
and 3) if a local school district owns land within 1 mile of the outer boundary of the proposed 
facility, the applicable school district. In the event that such documentation cannot be obtained by 
the applicant, the applicant must present evidence that it has made a reasonable and good-faith 
effort to obtain such documentation. 
 
Land use information and associated data are provided in Part I/II of the registration application.  
This includes information on existing and planned land uses, along with an assessment of land 
use compatibility based on the established presence of waste management activities in the area 
and limited ability to significantly change the land use of existing area landfills.  While the 
applicant has fulfilled its regulatory obligations regarding the land use information provided in 
the registration application, it has not made efforts to contact local governmental entities 
regarding land use compatibility. 
 

2.16. The applicant must demonstrate that it has addressed the likely visual and aesthetic impacts 
from a MSW facility on nearby persons, property, and land uses by providing a written plan for 
including reasonable buffers and setbacks, landscaping, or other “context sensitive” measures 
that the applicant will employ to minimize such impacts. 
 
The transfer station building, where solid waste will be managed, has buffers to nearby potential 
off-site receptors that are greater than the regulatory minimum 50-ft set-back, as described below.  
Through these set-backs and other facility features, visual and aesthetic impacts will be 
minimized, for the reasons described below. 
    - The transfer station building will be a full enclosure, as described in Item 2.13 above. 
    - To the east, there will be an approximately 250-ft buffer distance between Giles Lane and the 
transfer station building.  There is also an existing elevated earthen screening berm on the 
WMTX property along Giles Lane (vegetated and landscaped with mature trees) which will 
remain in-place.  
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    - The transfer station building openings where vehicles will enter to unload waste will be 
oriented towards the interior of the WMTX property.  The tipping floor (waste unloading and 
storage areas) will not be visible from Giles Lane, and this building orientation plus the larger 
buffer distance will mitigate visual and other potential aesthetic impacts (e.g., noise and odors). 
    - To the north, more than 500 ft from the transfer station building, the adjacent property is the 
closed Sunset Farms Landfill, which is built to such a height as to obscure the transfer station 
from neighboring vantage points further to the north. 
    - To the southeast, more than 850 ft from the transfer station building, the Community Bible 
Fellowship Church is on the other side of Giles Lane, and this set-back, along with the presence 
of the vegetated/treed screening berm and the lack of Sunday transfer station waste operations 
will minimize visual and aesthetic impacts. 
    - To the south, more than 1,000 ft from the transfer station building, the adjacent property are 
retail establishments which face south towards US Hwy 290, away from the transfer station.  This 
set-back, along with the presence of trees, will help obscure the transfer station from the south. 
    - To the west, the on-site landscape is composed of the existing Austin Community RDF 
landfill, which is built to such a height as to obscure the transfer station from neighboring 
vantage points further to the west. 
 

 
2.17. If the proposed facility is a landfill, what will be the maximum permitted and maximum 

potential (theoretical geometric calculation) fill height of the facility?  (Please provide a final 
contour map of the proposed facility.) 

 
N/A - not a landfill Feet above existing grade and      feet above mean sea 
level 

 
2.18. If the permit or registration that is the subject of the application would raise the elevation of 

either an existing MSW facility or natural ground, the applicant must demonstrate that it has 
assessed potential impacts on the natural landscape by providing a written statement that 
identifies the highest elevation natural feature within two miles of the facility and a 
demonstration that the proposed elevation will not cause adverse off-site flooding impacts (as is 
required in part II of the application under 30 TAC §330.61(m)(1)). 
          N/A 
 

2.19. Please provide compliance history for the past five years of all permitted or registered 
facilities operated by the applicant in Texas, using TCEQ records. Please explain what corrective 
actions have been taken to prevent recurrent violations, if any violations occurred. Please list the 
number of Notices of Violations (NOVs) received in the past 5 years for each permitted or 
registered facility operated in Texas. Please list the number of corrective actions taken in 
response to NOVs in the past 5 years for each permitted or registered facility operated in Texas. 
Please list all Enforcement Actions (EAs) for each permitted or registered facility operated in 
Texas. Please list all fines, settlements, or other outcomes of NOV or EA events at all permitted 
or registered facilities operating in Texas. 
 
Enclosed as "Exhibit C" is the compliance history information for the applicant, Waste 
Management of Texas, Inc., compiled from TCEQ’s online records.  If any NOVs have been 
received in the past 5 years, the NOV records are included with the applicable compliance history 
report.  All such NOVs have been resolved, as indicated in the enclosed TCEQ records.  There 
are no records of recurrent violations or EAs (or Notices of Enforcement). 

Application Page I/IIL-13 
Page Added January 2020



Application Page I/IIL-14 
Page Added January 2020



Page 12 of 13 

SWAC CHECKLIST GRADE SHEET 

Checklist 
item 

Conforms 
(Y or N)  

If NO, specified deficiency & suggestions for 
remedy (if appropriate) 

Comments 

2.1    

2.2    

2.3    

2.4    

2.5    

2.6    

2.7    

2.8    

2.9    

2.10    

2.11    

2.12    

2.13    

2.14    

2.15    

2.16    

2.17    

2.18    

2.19    

 
For each item, the SWAC will rate the response as either conforming or deficient. For each item rated deficient, the SWAC will detail 
the deficiency, including indicating which aspect of the RSWMP the response may indicate non-conformance. Where appropriate, the 
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SWAC may make suggestions as to potential remedy. The SWAC may also add comments and/or specific information that would be 
helpful in determining conformance. Any comments or suggestions by the SWAC are for guidance and do not relieve the applicant of 
responsibility for demonstrating conformance. This grade sheet is intended to help the SWAC in its conformance review 
recommendation to CAPCOG’s Executive Committee. A grade of “YES” or “NO” on any item or items does not constrain the SWAC 
in its review and recommendation to the CAPCOG Executive Committee. 
 
CAPCOG reserves the right to present any information to the SWAC and Executive Committee that could be relevant in assessing 
conformance to CAPCOG’s RSWMP, not just the information provided by the applicant in this checklist or in parts I and II of the 
application. This may include, among other things, set-back distance criteria that have been incorporated into any local ordinance or 
that have been recommended in CAPCOG’s 2004 model MSW facility siting ordinance. If, after the SWAC has made a 
recommendation to the Executive Committee, CAPCOG staff or SWAC members become aware of other relevant information not 
considered by the SWAC in making its recommendation, CAPCOG staff reserves the right to bring that information to the SWAC to 
reconsider their recommendation or to present that information directly to the Executive Committee for their consideration. It is 
therefore in the best interests of all parties involved that the applicant be as thorough and comprehensive in providing the requested 
information as early as possible. The CAPCOG Executive Committee will make the final determination of conformance. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This Part III – Site Development Plan (SDP) Narrative Report has been prepared for the Austin 
Community Transfer Station (hereafter also referred to as the “facility” or “site”) consistent with 
the requirements of 30 TAC §330.63.  The Part III SDP addresses the criteria used in the selection 
and design of this facility for safeguarding the health, welfare, and physical property of the public 
and the environment.  This Part III narrative report includes discussion of the drainage, land use, 
zoning, adequacy of access roads and highways, and other considerations specific to this facility. 

1.1 Background 

The Austin Community Transfer Station will provide an efficient means to process the waste that 
is generated in the City of Austin, Travis County, and the surrounding areas and transfer the waste 
to a Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) permitted MSW landfill.  This facility 
qualifies for a registration, per Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §330.9(b)(4), by being 
located within the permitted boundaries of an MSW Type I facility (namely, the Austin 
Community Recycling and Disposal Facility (RDF), TCEQ Permit No. MSW-249D).   

1.2 Site Location 

The transfer station facility is located at 9900 Giles Road, approximately 500 feet north of the 
intersection of Giles Road and US Highway 290, in Travis County, Texas. The site location is 
shown on the general location maps in Part I/II, Appendix A (e.g., see Drawing I/IIA-1). 

1.3 Land Use and Zoning 

An analysis of land use and zoning, and potential impact on the area surrounding the facility, is 
presented in the Part I/II narrative report (see Section 5 of the Part I/II report).  

1.4 Adequacy of Access Roads and Highways 

Adequacy of access roads and highways is addressed in the Part I/II Supplemental Technical 
Report (see Section 7 of that report).  The traffic evaluation presented in Part I/II of the application, 
with additional supporting documentation including a comprehensive Transportation Study 
contained in Appendix I/IIH, concludes that for this transfer station access roads are available and 
adequate.   
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A facility layout plan showing the access points is presented on Part III, Attachment 1, Drawing 
III-1-1.   

Access to the transfer station will continue via the existing landfill (i.e., the Austin Community 
RDF) driveway on Giles Road.  As discussed in Part I/II, Appendix I/IIH, the primary access routes 
to the site are via Giles Road, Johnny Morris Road, and US Highway 290.  Routine maintenance 
of Giles Road and Johnny Morris Road by Travis County should be adequate to keep these 
roadways in good condition over the life of the facility. There are no known weight restrictions on 
these roads in one-mile proximity to the facility, other than the maximum legal weight limit of 
80,000 pounds. 

1.5 Organization of Part III (Site Development Plan) 

The remainder of this report is organized as follows: 

• the general facility design is presented in Section 2; 

• the facility surface water drainage design is discussed in Section 3; 

• the waste processing facility design is discussed in Section 4; 

• the facility closure plan is discussed in Section 5; and 

• cost estimate for closure is discussed in Section 6. 

The attachments to the Site Development Plan are organized as follows: 

• Attachment 1 provides drawings that present additional information on the general facility 
design (related to waste movement and access); 

• Attachment 2 is the Facility Surface Water Drainage Report, with related drawings and 
calculations; 

• Attachment 3 is the Closure Plan; 

• Attachment 4 is the Cost Estimate for Closure.  
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2. GENERAL FACILITY DESIGN 

2.1 Introduction 

Section 2 of this report has been prepared to address the general facility design topics required by 
30 TAC §330.63(b). 

2.2 Facility Access Control 

This section describes how access will be controlled for the facility, pursuant to 30 TAC 
§330.63(b)(1).  The access controls described below are designed to prevent the entry of livestock, 
protect the public from exposure to potential health and safety hazards, and to discourage 
unauthorized entry and uncontrolled disposal of solid waste or hazardous materials.  Refer to 
Section 8 of Part IV (the Site Operating Plan (SOP)) for operating requirements related to access 
control. 

Fencing and gates will serve as the primary access controls.  The perimeter of the Austin 
Community RDF (within which the transfer station facility will be situated) is fenced to control 
access and prevent unauthorized access, and has lockable gates.  Fencing will be composed of (at 
minimum) a four-foot barbed wire fence or a six-foot chain-link fence or equivalent (e.g., iron or 
metal bar-style fencing).  The operating area (i.e., the transfer station) is a building.  The location 
of the main entrance/exit gate is shown on Part III, Attachment 1, Drawing III-1-2 and in greater 
detail on Drawing III-1-4. 

A facility attendant will be on-site during operating hours and will monitor entrance to the facility.  
Entry to the transfer station will be restricted to designated personnel, appropriate subcontractors, 
approved waste haulers, the public, TCEQ personnel, and properly identified persons whose entry 
is authorized by facility management.  The facility attendant will direct waste transport drivers to 
the transfer station.  There, the drivers will be directed to a specific unloading area.  Additionally, 
when appropriate, signs with directional arrows and/or barricades may be placed along site roads 
to direct traffic and control interior access. 

During normal operating hours, facility personnel will be on duty at the scale house and in the 
vicinity of transfer station operations to control access.  When the site is closed to the public, the 
entry gate at the main entrance/exit will be closed to prevent site access, and locked when no 
personnel are present on site. 
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2.3 Waste Movement 

2.3.1 Waste Flow Diagram  

Pursuant to §330.63(b)(2)(A), a waste flow diagram indicating the processing and storage 
sequences (there is no disposal) for wastes received is shown on Part III, Attachment 1, Drawing 
III-1-1. 

2.3.2 Waste Process Schematic 

Pursuant to §330.63(b)(2)(B), a schematic indicating the waste processing and storage areas is 
shown on the “Facility Layout Plan” in Part III, Attachment 1, Drawing III-1-2. As indicated on 
the Facility Layout Plan, waste storage and processing will take place in the transfer station 
building.  Waste may also be temporarily stored in tarped transfer trailers awaiting transport off-
site.  The Facility Layout Plan shows the location of the transfer station building within the 
registration boundary, and also for informational purposes and context, references other features 
on the site that are not associated with the registration (e.g., the permitted landfill features of Permit 
No. MSW-249).  Additional drawings are provided in Part III Attachment 1 to show the layout of 
the transfer station building within the registration boundary at an enlarged scale, and also to show 
the traffic flow patterns to help better define the waste process schematics.  Note that there is no 
disposal proposed as part of this registration application, and that there is no phased sequence of 
development. 
 
2.3.3 Ventilation and Odor Control 

As required by §330.63(b)(2)(C), the transfer station building is designed to provide adequate 
ventilation.  Ventilation in the transfer station building will be provided by the openings through 
which waste hauling vehicles will enter and exit, and vents which will be installed on the 
building roof.  Excessive dust and particulates that occur at the transfer station facility will be 
controlled using water sprays or similar methods.  No significant air emissions are expected to 
result from the operation of the transfer station. 

The transfer station will be operated to provide ventilation for odor control and employee safety.  
The operator will prevent nuisance odors from leaving the transfer station registration boundary.  
If nuisance odors are detected near the transfer station registration boundary, the site will 
immediately take action to abate the condition.  Odors are controlled by limiting operations to 
within the building and limiting the time solid waste may be stored on the tipping floor (refer to 
Part IV - SOP, Sections 4.2 and 8.2).  All processing of solid waste will occur within the transfer 
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station building.  Mist systems (using water) may be used within the transfer station building to 
suppress odors, if needed.  The mist (or similar) systems may also be used to control odors through 
the addition of chemical deodorizers.  Ponding water will be controlled to avoid objectionable 
odors; namely, through: (i) the enclosed transfer station building whose roof will prevent 
precipitation from coming in contact with waste; (ii) the slope of the tipping floor in the transfer 
station building (where waste will be managed and stored) towards a floor drain as described 
below; and (iii) through site grading of areas outside the transfer station building to drain and 
direct stormwater away from the transfer station building. 

2.3.4 Generalized Construction Details 

Waste processing activities (and storage) will take place in the transfer station building.  The 
proposed transfer station building will be an enclosed structure (i.e., a pre-engineered metal 
building with a roof, exterior walls on three sides, openings on the fourth side for collection 
vehicles to enter the building to unload, covered loadout tunnels on the sides of the building with 
building openings at the loadout tunnels, and ancillary support features).  The inside of the transfer 
station building will have a reinforced concrete slab tipping floor with an area of approximately 
25,000 square feet, and reinforced concrete push walls to resist typical forces for transfer 
operations. 

The tipping floor is designed with a slope to drain toward the south of the building.  The building 
is oriented with the openings for collection vehicles to enter the tipping floor for unloading facing 
north.  The east and west sides of the building have openings for loading of transfer trailer vehicles 
in the loadout tunnels.  The tipping floor is designed with a slope to drain toward a grate drain at 
one end of the tipping floor.  The grate drain will convey water (primarily wash water), which will 
be managed as contaminated water, to a minimum 2,000-gallon (nominal) holding tank. 

Performance data on the transfer station is as follows (taken from computations in the Part I/II 
Report, Table I/II-2, with assumptions stated therein): The transfer station is designed with a 
theoretical capacity to receive and process/store a total of 5,700 tons/day.  However, the transfer 
station registration application limits the maximum amount of waste to be received daily to 3,200 
tons/day.  Thus, on a day when the facility receives its maximum amount, the transfer station 
would be operating at 56% of its design capacity.  In accordance with 30 TAC §330.241(a), the 
design capacity will not be exceeded during operation. 

Engineering drawings presenting the site plan, general construction details, and associated design 
criteria for the transfer station are provided in Part III, Attachment 1. 
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2.3.5 Noise Pollution Control 

As required by §330.63(b)(2)(I), the transfer station is designed to control noise pollution. Waste 
processing activities will take place in the transfer station building.  Since these activities are 
confined to be indoors within the enclosed building, generated noise will be largely confined to 
the inside of the transfer station building.  Waste transfer operations and associated noise are also 
screened and buffered from the public roadway (Giles Road) by an existing vegetated earthen berm 
and mature trees on registrant-owned property along Giles Road, along with a setback distance 
from the roadway of about 250 feet.  The transfer station building is also located with setbacks of 
such a distance from adjacent landowners (including nearby residences and businesses) that 
activities at the site will not be readily visible, and at a distance and orientation such that potential 
noise pollution will be attenuated (i.e., by being blocked by the building walls, roof, and existing 
terrain, and/or by being dissipated across the setback distances from potential off-site receptors).  
For example, the transfer station building is located approximately 1,140 feet from the nearest 
business, and approximately 3,000 feet from the nearest residence.  Also, there is one church near 
the southeast corner of the facility boundary, on the other side of Giles Road approximately 860 
feet from the transfer station building.  Not only is there a substantial distance buffering the church 
from transfer station operations, but the transfer station will also not accept and/or transfer waste 
on Sundays.  There are no schools or aesthetically significant sites within a half-mile radius of the 
facility. 

2.4 Sanitation and Water Pollution Control 

As required by §330.63(b)(3) and (4), the transfer station will be designed to facilitate proper 
cleaning.  The transfer station building will be an enclosed structure and will include a metal or 
equivalent material roof that covers the concrete slab waste processing and storage area (i.e., the 
tipping floor).  Waste will be unloaded and processed on the concrete tipping floor.  Floor 
washdown water management is discussed below.  The transfer station site will be graded to 
prevent run-on drainage and flow of stormwater onto the tipping floor. 

2.4.1 Surface Water and Groundwater Protection  

As required by §330.63(b)(3)(A) and §330.63(b)(4), surface drainage in the vicinity of the facility 
will be controlled to prevent surface water runoff onto, into, and off the solid waste processing 
area.  Based on the facility design information presented in this Site Development Plan, the transfer 
station is designed to prevent the discharge of pollutants into waters of the State of Texas or waters 
of the United States, as defined by the Texas Water Code and the Federal Clean Water Act, 
respectively.  The facility will be constructed, maintained, and operated to manage run-on and 
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runoff during the peak discharge of a 25-year rainfall event and prevent the off-site discharge of 
waste material, including, but not limited to, in-process and/or processed materials.  Surface water 
drainage in and around the facility will be controlled to prevent surface water from running into, 
onto, and off the processing area.  Since all contaminated water is managed in a controlled manner, 
as discussed above, surface water and groundwater is protected. 

2.4.2 Floor Wash Down  

As required by §330.63(b)(3)(A) through (D) and §330.243(a), the transfer station will be 
constructed to facilitate proper cleaning.  Waste processing operations within the enclosed transfer 
station building will be conducted on the tipping floor.  All floors in operating areas will be 
constructed of reinforced concrete.  The push walls will be composed of reinforced concrete to 
resist typical forces on transfer operations and be able to be hosed down and scrubbed.  Other walls 
in operating areas will be masonry, concrete, or other hard-surfaced materials that can be hosed 
down and scrubbed.  A connection to a supply of water under pressure will be provided for 
cleaning.  Tipping floor washdown water will drain through a grate drain and be directed to a 
minimum 2,000-gallon (nominal) contaminated water holding tank.  All contaminated water will 
be managed in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 5 of the SOP. 

2.5 Protection of Endangered Species 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.61(n), §330.63(b)(5), and §330.551, site-specific endangered and 
threatened species assessments were conducted by a qualified biologist for this project site.  The 
assessment included a review of state and federal reference information of the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and a field 
survey for threatened or endangered species and their habitats.  The endangered species assessment 
and related documentation is provided in Part I/II, Appendix I/IIJ.  

The outcome of the assessment is that no federally-listed or state-listed endangered or threatened 
species, or any critical habitats for such species, were found at the site.  The findings are that 
ongoing facility development and operation is not expected to cause or result in the destruction or 
adverse modification of critical habitats or contribute to the taking or harming of any endangered 
or threatened species.  
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3. SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE REPORT 

3.1 Introduction 

Section 3 of this report has been prepared to address the applicable surface water drainage design 
topics required by 30 TAC §330.63(c). 

3.2 Drainage Design 

The transfer station will be constructed, maintained, and operated to manage run-on and runoff 
during the peak discharge of a 25-year storm event and prevent the off-site discharge of waste 
material, including, but not limited to, in-process and/or processed materials.  Surface water 
drainage in and around the facility will be controlled to minimize surface water running onto, into, 
and off the processing area.  Details of the drainage system and associated design demonstrations 
are included in Part III, Attachment 2, Surface Water Drainage Report. 

3.3 Floodplain Considerations 

As shown on Drawing I/IIA-15 in Appendix I/IIA of Part I/II and documented/discussed further 
in Section 11 of the Part I/II Supplemental Technical Report, the transfer station facility is not 
located within a 100-year floodplain. 
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4. WASTE PROCESSING FACILITY DESIGN 

4.1 Introduction 

Section 4 of this report presents waste management unit design information, pursuant to 30 TAC 
§330.63(d)(1). The general facility design was previously addressed in Section 2.  Attachment 1 
of this SDP provides the supporting engineering drawings, plans, specifications, and calculations 
for the design of the waste processing facility. 

4.2 Waste Operations 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.63(d)(1)(A), the transfer station facility is designed for rapid processing 
and minimum detention of solid waste, up to and including the registered maximum daily waste 
acceptance rate as set forth in the Waste Acceptance Plan (see Section 3 of the Part I/II 
Supplemental Technical Report).  The area to be used for waste transfer operations will be the 
tipping floor in the building, which is approximately 150 feet by 168 feet.   

All solid waste capable of creating public health hazards or nuisances will be stored indoors within 
the building, processed and transferred promptly, and will not be allowed to result in a nuisance 
or public health hazard.  All solid waste that is stored overnight at the facility will be either stored 
in tarped transfer trailers or stored indoors in the enclosed transfer station building on the tipping 
floor.  

Procedures for the unloading of waste are provided in Section 8 of the SOP.  This includes 
procedures for traffic control on-site, and procedures for the detection and prevention of 
unauthorized waste. 

Unloading of waste in unauthorized areas is prohibited.  Any waste that is identified as having 
been deposited in an unauthorized area will be immediately moved to the proper unloading areas. 

4.3 Spill Prevention and Control 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.63(d)(1)(B), the transfer station facility is designed to control and 
contain spills and contaminated water.  Staging and processing areas at this facility will be located 
within the transfer station building.  The unloading areas are designed to control and contain spills 
and contaminated water.  The building walls in waste operations areas (discussed above in Section 
2.4.2 of this report) will serve as a form of spill containment.  Additionally, the tipping floor is 
designed with a slope to drain toward a grate drain at one end of the tipping floor.  The grate drain 
will convey water (primarily wash water), which will be managed as contaminated water, to a 
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minimum 2,000-gallon (nominal) holding tank.  All contaminated water will be managed in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 5 of the SOP. 

Uncontaminated stormwater run-on and run-off will be directed away from the transfer 
station building entrances by site grading.  The transfer station building interior where waste 
is managed will not result in any storm-generated run-off since the enclosed transfer station 
building will have a roof to prevent precipitation from coming in contact with waste. 

4.4 Waste Storage Period 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.63(d)(1)(A) and (C), the period of time that wastes will remain on-site 
will be limited.  The facility will not accumulate solid waste in quantities that cannot be processed 
within such time as will preclude the creation of odors, insect breeding, or harborage of other 
vectors.  Solid waste will be stored in a manner to prevent fires, ensure safety, prevent a health 
hazard, and preclude food or harborage for animals and vectors, and contained to minimize 
windblown solid waste and litter.  Solid waste that is stored overnight at the facility will be either 
stored in transfer trailers with a tarp cover or stored indoors in the enclosed transfer station building 
on the tipping floor.  The maximum time waste material will be stored on-site is 48 hours. 
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5. CLOSURE PLAN 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.63(h), a facility Closure Plan is included with Part III.  This Plan is 
provided in Part III, Attachment 3.  The Closure Plan has been prepared to meet the requirements 
of 30 TAC §330.459 (closure requirements for MSW Storage and Processing Units).   
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6. COST ESTIMATE FOR CLOSURE  

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.63(j), the cost estimate for closure is included with Part III.  This 
information is provided in Part III, Attachment 4.  The closure cost estimate has been prepared to 
meet the requirements of 30 TAC §330.505.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose 

Pursuant to 30 TAC §330.63(c), this Facility Surface Water Drainage Report (Drainage Report) 
has been developed as part of the Type V Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Transfer Station (TS) 
registration application for the Austin Community Transfer Station, Austin, Texas (site).  This 
Drainage Report has been prepared to demonstrate that the facility design complies with the 
requirements of 30 TAC §330.303.  The Drainage Report includes a narrative description of the 
drainage setting and features at the site under pre-development and post-development conditions 
and is accompanied by supporting hydrology and hydraulic structural design calculations for the 
site’s drainage features.  Specific objectives of this Drainage Report are to: 

• establish the pre-development drainage conditions; 

• summarize the proposed post-development surface water management system design and 
describe the drainage features and components within the TS facility area; 

• describe the post-development drainage conditions; 

• describe the hydrologic method and design parameters applied to estimate peak flow rates 
and runoff volumes for both the pre-development and post-development drainage 
conditions; 

• compare pre-development versus post-development discharges from the site and provide 
analyses and discussion to demonstrate that the existing pre-development drainage 
patterns will not be adversely altered as a result of the proposed TS facility; 

• describe the hydraulic methods and design parameters applied to analyze and design the 
features and components of the surface water management system; 

• present the erosion and sediment control measures, including requirements for surface 
water inspections and maintenance; and 

• present overall conclusions that summarize the results of the surface water drainage 
analysis and design. 
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1.2 Project Overview 

The Austin Community TS facility is located at 9900 Giles Road, approximately 500 feet north of 
the intersection at Giles Road and US Highway 290, in Travis County, Texas.  The Austin 
Community TS facility will provide an efficient means to process and transfer the waste that is 
generated in the City of Austin, Travis County, and the surrounding areas and transfer the waste 
to a Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) permitted MSW landfill.  

This plan addresses surface water drainage design and erosion control as part of the MSW TS 
registration application. Consistent with the requirements of 30 TAC §330.63(c) and §330.303, 
the facility will be constructed, maintained, and operated to manage run-on and runoff during the 
peak discharge of a 25-year rainfall event and will prevent the off-site discharge of waste materials.  

 
1.3 100-Year Floodplain Information 

The proposed TS facility will not be located in a 100-year floodplain. 

This is demonstrated and documented in Part I and II of the registration application (in particular, 
the Part I/II Supplemental Technical Report, Section 11.1, and floodplain map in Appendix I/IIA, 
Drawing I/IIA-15).     
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2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PRE-DEVELOPMENT CONDITION 

Pre-development drainage areas for the transfer station facility location (registration boundary) 
were delineated based on current conditions, using the latest topographic survey (DAS, Inc., 2019).  
This pre-development assessment will allow a proper comparison to post-development conditions 
at the common points-of-interest (the outfalls where surface water exits the site) as discussed later 
in this report.   

For this analysis, the pre-development drainage areas in the TS registration boundary are 
delineated on Figure 2A-1, presented in Attachment 2A of this Drainage Report.  Figure 2A-1 
delineates the approximately 10.8 acres of transfer station area under pre-development conditions 
that drain to the site outfall locations where surface water runoff leaves the TS registration 
boundary.  Note that the western TS registration boundary follows a drainage divide.  Surface 
water runoff flows generated west of this divide are part of the Austin Community Recycling and 
Disposal Facility (RDF) landfill drainage system, and such landfill systems will not be disturbed, 
modified, or otherwise affected by the proposed transfer station.  Thus, there will be no surface 
water “run-on” flowing on to the TS registration boundary from adjacent areas.  There are three 
outfall locations (see Figure 2A-1): i) OF-1 located at the outfall point of drainage area TS-1; ii) 
OF-2 located at the outfall point of drainage area TS-2; and iii) OF-3 located at the outfall point 
of drainage area TS-3. A description of the selected hydrologic method and the analysis/design 
parameters is presented subsequently in this Drainage Report.  
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3. PROPOSED SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

3.1 General 

This section summarizes the proposed surface water management system design and describes the 
drainage features and components within the TS facility.  The surface water management system 
has been designed and will be operated to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Prevent the discharge of wastes or pollutants into or adjacent to waters of the United States. 

2. Prevent the discharge of pollutants into waters of the United States. 

3. Prevent the discharge of dredged or fill material to waters of the United States.  

4. Prevent the discharge of nonpoint source pollution to waters of the United States. 

5. Prevent erosion on areas within the registration boundary and where surface water runoff 
exits the site.  

The TS facility consists of a building with a reinforced concrete slab (tipping floor) under a steel 
frame roofed structure, where unloading and transfer of waste from delivery vehicles to transfer 
trailers will occur.  The TS site will be graded to prevent run-on drainage and flow of stormwater 
onto the tipping floor to prevent the potential for off-site discharge of waste materials.  Surface 
water drainage in and around the facility is controlled to prevent surface water running onto, into, 
and off the TS facility tipping floor.  Tipping floor washdown water will drain through a grate 
drain and be directed to a minimum 2,000-gallon (nominal) contaminated water holding tank.  All 
contaminated water will be managed in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 5 of 
the SOP. 

The TS facility site area will be graded to route stormwater runoff to off-site discharge using 
drainage patterns that are similar to the pre-developed drainage patterns.   

3.2 Surface Water Management System Components 

The drainage patterns for the post-development conditions are consistent with the pre-development 
drainage patterns.  More specifically, there will be no change under post-development conditions 
to drainage area TS-1 or its outfall. The post-development drainage area TS-2 is similar to, but 
slightly larger than, the pre-development drainage area, and with the same outfall location.  Under 
post-development conditions, TS-2 runoff will drain to a proposed stormwater detention pond 
(Detention Pond) located east of the TS building; the pond is designed to attenuate post-
development flowrates.  The TS site plan in Part III, Attachment 1, Drawing III-1-4 shows the 
detention pond layout. Ultimately, surface water will discharge from the Detention Pond at site 
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outfall OF-2 under post-development conditions via two 12-inch diameter culverts will serve as 
the Detention Pond outlet structure at site outfall OF-2.  Finally, the post-development drainage 
area TS-3 is being reduced in size compared to pre-development conditions (because more area is 
being directed to drain to the Detention Pond in area TS-2), and maintaining the same outfall 
location. 
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4. DESCRIPTION OF THE POST-DEVELOPMENT CONDITION 

The post-development conditions and resulting drainage areas are delineated on Figure 2A-2 
presented in Attachment 2A of this Drainage Report.  The post-development surface water 
management features at the site and the routing of surface water was discussed in Section 3.  Figure 
2A-2 shows that the total post-development drainage area is approximately 10.8 acres (consistent 
with pre-development drainage area conditions) and the same site outfalls are identified as in pre-
development conditions.   

A description of the hydrologic method and design parameters is presented subsequently in this 
Drainage Report. Also, in Section 5.5.1, comparisons of the pre-development and post-
development conditions are discussed. 
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5. DRAINAGE CALCULATIONS 

5.1 General 

In accordance with 30 TAC §330.303(a), the surface water management system has been designed 
to be capable of conveying the peak discharges from the 25-year, 24-hour rainfall event.  Design 
and analysis calculations are made to demonstrate that post-development peak discharges exiting 
the facility are less than pre-development flows exiting the facility from the 25-year, 24-hour 
rainfall event.  Calculations have been performed to size the drainage features and to demonstrate 
that flow velocities and tractive stresses in conveyance components will not cause erosion.  The 
hydrology calculations (i.e., calculations of peak runoff rates and total runoff volumes for the pre-
development conditions and post-development conditions) related to the site surface water 
management features are presented as Attachment 2A to the Drainage Report. 

5.2 Design Rainfall Event 

As indicated above and pursuant to 30 TAC §330.63(c)(1)(D)(i), the 25-year, 24-hour rainfall 
depth was utilized as the design rainfall event for the surface water management system design.  
A rainfall depth of 8.65 inches was selected for this analysis to represent the 25-year, 24-hour 
rainfall in Travis County (NOAA Atlas 14, 2019). 

5.3 Hydrologic Model 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Hydrologic Engineering Center – Hydrologic Modeling 
System (HEC-HMS) computer program was used to model the pre-development conditions and 
the post-development conditions.  HEC-HMS is the successor to and replacement for the HEC-1 
program.  Modeling was used to calculate surface water runoff volumes, peak flow rates, routing 
of rainfall event hydrographs through channels, and runoff discharge quantities.  Attachment 2A 
of this Drainage Report presents detailed drainage calculations, including a detailed discussion of 
the parameters used in the analyses and results of the hydrologic modeling efforts. 

5.4 Hydraulics 

Hydraulic computations for sizing surface water management system components (i.e., the 
proposed Detention Pond and its outfall structure) are found in the Attachment 2A – Hydrology to 
this Drainage Report. 
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5.5 Calculation Results Summary 

5.5.1 Discharge Comparisons 

Table 5-1 summarizes the pre- and post-development peak discharge, total discharge volume, peak 
velocities, and the time to the peak discharge rate.  The pre- and post-development drainage sub-
areas contributing to the discharge at the site outfalls are a combined area of approximately 10.8 
acres. For post-development conditions, the Detention Pond discharge contributes to the site 
outfall OF-2. A more detailed description of the hydrologic analysis and modeling results 
summarized above are provided in Attachment 2A.   

TABLE 5-1  

SUMMARY OF PEAK DISCHARGE CONDITIONS AT SITE OUTFALLS (PRE- VS. POST-
DEVELOPMENT COMPARISON) 

LOCATION OUTPUT PARAMETER 

PRE-
DEVELOPMENT 

CONDITIONS 

POST-
DEVELOPMENT 

CONDITIONS 
(25-YEAR EVENT) (25-YEAR EVENT) 

OF-1 
 

PEAK DISCHARGE  
(CFS) 16.8  16.8  

TOTAL RUNOFF VOLUME 
(AC-FT) 1.4  1.4  

TIME TO PEAK DISCHARGE 
(MIN) 4  4  

PEAK VELOCITY  
(FPS) 1.2  1.2  

OF-2 

PEAK DISCHARGE  
(CFS) 37.6 29.4 

TOTAL RUNOFF VOLUME 
(AC-FT) 4.0 5.1 

TIME TO PEAK DISCHARGE 
(MIN) 12 15 

PEAK VELOCITY  
(FPS) 0.6 5.0 

OF-3 

PEAK DISCHARGE  
(CFS) 13.0 8.3 

TOTAL RUNOFF VOLUME 
(AC-FT) 1.3 0.7 

TIME TO PEAK DISCHARGE 
(MIN) 10 4 

PEAK VELOCITY  
(FPS) 2.5 2.8 
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Examination of the calculation results shown above indicates that the predicted peak post-
development discharge rates are less than the peak pre-development discharge rates at the site 
outfalls.  The computed runoff volumes are similar for pre-development and post-development 
conditions at the site outfalls.  Additionally, the times to peak discharge are similar between pre- 
and post-development conditions for the site outfalls. 

The calculated post-development flows leaving site outfalls OF-1 and OF-3 will be at low, non-
erodible velocities. The calculated post-development flow leaving the culvert pipes of the 
Detention Pond near the OF-2 outfall as concentrated flow is at a higher velocity than under the 
pre-development sheet flow conditions.  Accordingly, the culvert outlets will be equipped with an 
energy dissipator (riprap apron or equivalently-effective concrete dissipation device) to reduce 
flow velocity to a low, non-erodible level at OF-2.  

Because the post-development flow rates are reduced, the final construction-level design may be 
further adjusted to optimize the Detention Pond size and outlet structure, and/or to include other 
detention devices such as rainwater collection cisterns to receive runoff from the building roof. 
Any such changes shall be made by a Professional Engineer licensed in Texas and must 
demonstrate that the post-development discharges achieve the required design criteria (i.e., post-
development peak discharge less than pre-development, with acceptable non-erosive discharge 
velocities). 

In summary, the proposed site outfalls will be in the same locations as the existing site outfalls, 
and surface water runoff under proposed post-development conditions is generally routed towards 
the site outfalls in a similar manner to pre-development conditions.  The proposed drainage areas 
and patterns of runoff will be similar to the existing permitted pre-development drainage patterns.  
The reduced peak discharge rates under post-development conditions are considered to be 
beneficial given the importance of reducing runoff during storm events.   

This information demonstrates that the existing pre-development drainage patterns will not be 
adversely affected by the proposed TS facility development. 
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6. EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

6.1 General 

As required, the erosion control measures will be documented in the Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) required by the applicable Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (TPDES) stormwater permitting requirements administered by TCEQ, that will be 
developed/updated by the operator for the TS facility before it begins operation, consistent with 
TPDES requirements.  These features include the establishment of vegetation or other landscaping 
on the non-paved portion of the property. In addition, site grading is designed to convey runoff 
from the TS site to the on-site stormwater Detention Pond without causing erosion (i.e., runoff 
velocities are less than five feet per second).  

6.2. Surface Water Maintenance Plan 

6.2.1 General 

During site construction activities and site operations, inspection and maintenance of disturbed 
areas and their surface water management system features will be conducted in accordance with 
the facility’s TPDES Multi-Sector General Storm Water Permit that will be obtained and/or 
modified before the transfer station is placed into operation as required for appropriate TPDES 
permit coverage for this facility.  Written records of these inspections and maintenance activities 
will be maintained as required by the TPDES permits.  

6.2.2 Site Maintenance Activities 

In general, the following procedures will be followed when deemed necessary by the inspections 
performed as part of the TPDES permit to maintain and ensure functionality of the surface water 
management system and erosion and sedimentation controls: 

• Eroded areas or areas with ponding water will be regraded to their original slopes and 
reseeded or covered with an erosion resistant material.  Upgrades to the original design 
specifications can be considered at this remedial stage depending upon the severity of 
systems degradation. 

• Additional temporary erosion protection and sediment control measures using 
established BMPs will be implemented (seeding, temporary berms, ditches, silt fences, 
erosion mat, check dams, silt traps, etc.), as necessary, during operation to minimize 



Austin Community Transfer Station, Travis County 
Type V MSW Facility, Transfer Station Registration Application 
Part III, Attachment 2 – Facility Surface Water Drainage Report 

 

 
GW7107/Attachment 2_Drainage Report CL  Geosyntec Consultants 
      Submitted September 2019; Revised January 2020 
      Page No. 2-11 

the amount of erosion and sedimentation.  These measures can be removed once the 
erosion has been stopped and long-term vegetation is established and permanent 
conveyance structures are in place. 

• Piped structures (i.e., Detention Pond outlet structure) will be kept free of debris to 
allow flows to achieve the design. 

• Vegetated water conveyance areas will be mowed periodically to encourage healthy 
growth and to maintain design flow capacities and erosion resistance. 

• Erosion control structures and drainage features will be cleaned periodically (removal 
of debris and sediment) in order to maintain design capacity.  The excavated sediment 
will be transported to designated areas of the site for spreading and drying (must be 
surrounded by adequate temporary erosion controls). 

• Areas of distressed vegetation will be identified and re-vegetated. 

• Excess silt, weeds and other debris accumulated in drainage channels and other 
conveyances will be removed to restore their design configuration, followed by re-
vegetating the disturbed areas as appropriate. 

The decision on whether or not maintenance or repairs of site surface water features are needed 
and the timing on implementing any remedies will be selected based on the severity of the erosion 
or damage compared to the disturbance that will be caused by the repair and seasonal factors 
(weather patterns, growing season, etc.). 
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7. CONCLUSION 

This Drainage Report has been prepared to demonstrate that the facility design complies with the 
requirements of 30 TAC §330.303 and to address the applicable requirements of 30 TAC Chapter 
330, Subchapter G.  The Drainage Report is accompanied by supporting hydrology calculations 
and hydraulic structural design calculations for the site’s drainage features.  The following 
conclusions summarize the results of the drainage analysis and design: 

• The drainage design criteria selected meet the requirements of 30 TAC Chapter 330, 
Subchapter G. 

• Erosion will be minimized through the interim and permanent design features and best 
management practices described herein. 

• The post-development discharge rates from the site are less than the pre-development 
discharge rates, and the discharge volumes, velocities, and time-to-peak discharge for the 
pre- and post-development conditions are similar. 

• The proposed TS facility is not within the 100-year floodway or 100-year floodplain and 
is on land that is at substantially higher elevation than off-site 100-year floodplain 
elevations.  The TS facility is protected from the 100-year frequency flood event. 

• The post-development drainage patterns will be similar to the existing pre-development 
drainage patterns and will direct surface water runoff to the same outfall locations.  The 
existing pre-development drainage patterns will not be adversely altered. 
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2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 HEC-HMS Computer Model 

Surface water discharges for the pre-development and post-development conditions are 
estimated using the Hydrologic Modeling System (HEC-HMS) computer program 
developed through the Hydraulic Engineering Center (HEC) of the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE).  The program simulates natural and controlled precipitation-
runoff and routing processes of a watershed.  HEC-HMS is the successor to and 
replacement for the HEC-1 program (USACE, 2000).  For precipitation-runoff-routing 
simulation, HEC-HMS provides the following components: 

• Precipitation-specification options can describe an historical precipitation event, a 
frequency-based hypothetical precipitation event (i.e., design rainfall or storm 
event), or an event that represents the upper limit of precipitation possible at a 
given location.  For this analysis, the 25-year (4% annual chance), 24-hour duration 
hypothetical precipitation event (herein referred to as the 25-year, 24-hour event) 
was used to compare pre-development and post-development conditions.   

• Water loss models can estimate the volume of runoff given the precipitation and 
properties of the watershed.  For this analysis, the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) 
Curve Number Loss Model was used (USDA, 1986). 

• Direct runoff transform models can account for overland flow, storage, and energy 
losses as surface water runs off a watershed and into the drainage channels.  For 
this analysis, the SCS Unit Hydrograph Model was selected. 

• Hydraulic routing models account for storage and energy flux as surface water 
flows through drainage channels.  The Kinematic Wave Model was selected for 
these analyses. 

• Hydraulic models of water-control measures such as surface water pond outfall 
structures (i.e., outlet control structures). 

HEC-HMS was used to model the pre-development conditions and the post-development 
conditions.  More specifically, HEC-HMS modeling calculates surface water runoff 
volumes, peak flow rates, and flow characteristics for the surface water pond. 
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2.2 Pre-Development Condition 

Figure 2A-1 presents the pre-development conditions.  Existing topographic information 
was compiled from photogrammetric methods based on aerial photography performed on 
20 February 2019 by Dallas Aerial Surveys (DAS), Inc.  Approximately 2.23 acres for pre-
development flow to the site outfall OF-1 location, approximately 6.42 acres flow to the 
site outfall OF-2 location, and approximately 2.12 acres flow to the site outfall OF-3 
location.  

2.3 Post-Development Condition 

The post-development drainage areas are delineated on Figure 2A-2.  The proposed surface 
water management system will maintain similar drainage patterns to the pre-development 
condition.  The proposed surface water management system will discharge at the site 
outfalls described in the pre-development condition section above. The post-development 
area TS-2 will drain to a stormwater detention pond (Detention Pond) located to the east of 
the TS building. Ultimately, surface water discharges from the Detention Pond at the site 
outfall OF-2. Under post-development conditions, approximately 2.23 acres flow to the 
site outfall OF-1 location, approximately 7.45 acres flow to the site outfall OF-2 location, 
and approximately 1.09 acres flow to the site outfall OF-3 location. Two culverts will 
serve as the Detention Pond outlet structure at the site outfall OF-2 and are modeled as 12-
inches in diameter.  

 

3 DESIGN PARAMETERS 

The following data and assumptions were utilized in selecting engineering parameters to 
estimate surface water runoff. 

3.1 Rainfall 

• Rainfall Return Periods, Durations, and Depths – The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) Hydraulic Design Manual (2019) provides guidance for 
rainfall frequency and duration depths.  The rainfall depths corresponding to 24-
hour duration hypothetical precipitation event and 25-year and 100-year frequency 
return periods for the site are 8.65 inches and 12.3 inches, respectively (NOAA 
Atlas 14, 2019).  The design storm hyetograph is defined using a SCS Type III 
rainfall distribution as shown in Figure 2A-3 (USDA, 1986). 
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3.2 Drainage Areas and Reaches 

• Drainage Areas – The contributing watershed areas for each basin (drainage area) 
in the pre-development and post-development models are divided into multiple 
subbasins (subareas).  Subbasins are modeled based on the receiving surface water 
drainage feature.  The SCS Curve Number Loss Model was used to estimate the 
volume of runoff from a given subbasin.  The SCS Unit Hydrograph Model was 
used to estimate the direct runoff flow rates from each subbasin.  Each subbasin is 
assigned a curve number representing the type of ground cover for a given soil for 
the area.  The subbasin area, curve number, and SCS Unit Hydrograph lag time 
input parameters are included in the HEC-HMS output in Appendix 2A-1. 

• Curve Number (CN) – Curve numbers were selected based on local 
regulations/practice and conservative assumptions. A CN = 80 was selected for 
unpaved areas within the drainage areas which is representative of open space with 
good grass cover (>75%) and Hydrologic Soil Group D. A CN = 98 was selected 
for areas that were paved and the stormwater detention pond. An area-weighted 
average was then completed for pre- and post-development at each drainage area. 
Table 2A-1 summarizes the CNs chosen for the analyses performed documented 
within this calculation package.   

• Manning’s Roughness Coefficients – Values of Manning’s roughness coefficients 
used in the reach routing calculations were obtained from the TxDOT Hydraulic 
Design Manual (2019).  Table 2A-2 summarizes the Manning’s coefficients used in 
this calculation package.  It should be noted that for design purposes, the culverts 
assume a Manning’s coefficient for a reinforced concrete pipe (RCP).  Any culvert 
material type may be used provided that the Manning’s coefficient is equal to or 
less than that for RCP. 

• Time of Concentration – The time of concentration is the time needed for water to 
flow from the hydraulically most remote point in a watershed to the watershed 
outlet. Computation of the time of concentration for the pre-development analysis 
was completed according to the recommended methodology from USDA (1986). 
Table 2A-3 displays the pre-development time of concentration calculations. The 
time of concentration calculations for all post-development drainage areas are 
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displayed in Table 2A-4.  

3.3 Surface Water Pond 

The proposed surface water Detention Pond is incorporated in the post-development 
analysis to temporarily detain surface water runoff and reduce discharge flow rates from 
the upstream areas. The pond is accounted for in the HEC-HMS program as a “reservoir” 
node.  The elevation-area relationship is input for the post-development surface water pond 
to describe the volume of storage provided, which is computed based on the surface water 
pond geometry.  Specifically, the surface area at various elevations throughout the pond 
was used to compute the elevation-area relationship.  Design characteristics of the outflow 
structures include pond outflow pipe diameter and emergency spillway depth and breadth.  
Input and output files for the surface water ponds design are provided in Appendix 2A-1.  
The pond discharges via the outlet culverts and their energy dissipation devices (e.g., 
riprap aprons) at the site outfall OF-2.   

3.4 Nodal Network Diagrams 

Nodal network diagrams used in HEC-HMS for the pre-development and post-
development analyses are provided and correspond to the output results included in 
Appendix 2A-1. 

• Pre-Development Nodal Network – Figure 2A-4 of this calculation package 
presents the nodal network drawing for the pre-development conditions.  The nodal 
network diagram represents the existing conditions draining to the site outfalls 
shown on Figure 2A-1.  

• Post-Development Nodal Network – Figure 2A-5 of this calculation package 
presents the nodal network drawing for the post-development conditions.  The post-
development nodal network diagram shows the subbasins, surface water pond, and 
site outfalls.  The nodal network diagram represents the proposed surface water 
management system and site outfalls shown on Figure 2A-2. 

4 RESULTS 

Modeling results from calculations presented in this calculation package indicate that post-
development peak discharges from the facility are less than the pre-development peak 
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discharge rates at the site outfall for the 25-year, 24-hour precipitation event.  Thus, the TS 
is not anticipated to adversely affect or significantly alter the drainage patterns in the 
vicinity of the site.  Table 2A-4 summarizes analysis results for the pre- and post-
development peak discharges and total discharge runoff volumes from the site.  The 
calculation results described in Table 2A-4 are provided in Appendix 2A-1.  
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Table 2A-1.  Summary of Curve Numbers used in Analysis1 
(from USDA, 1986) 
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Table 2A-2.  Manning’s n Values 
(from TxDOT, 2019) 
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Table 2A-3.  Pre-Development Times of Concentration 
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Table 2A-4. Post Development Time of Concentration 
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Table 2A-5.  Summary of Peak Discharge and Total Discharge Volumes at Site 
Outfall 

Location Item 
Pre-

Development 
Post-

Development 
(25-year) (25-year) 

OF-1 

Peak Discharge 
(cfs)  16.8  16.8 

Total Runoff Volume 
(ac-ft)  1.4  1.4 

OF-2 

Peak Discharge 
(cfs) 37.6 29.4 

Total Runoff Volume 
(ac-ft) 4.0 5.1 

OF-3 

Peak Discharge 
(cfs) 13.0 8.3 

Total Runoff Volume 
(ac-ft) 1.3 0.7 
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• Figure 2A-5.  Post-Development HEC-HMS Nodal Network 
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Figure 2A-3.  SCS Rainfall Distributions (from USDA, 1986) 

Project Site 
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Figure 2A-4.  Pre-Development HEC-HMS Nodal Network 
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Figure 2A-5.  Post-Development HEC-HMS Nodal Network 
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APPENDIX 2A-1 
HEC-HMS HYDROLOGIC MODEL PARAMETERS 
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Table 2A-1-1.  Pre-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Nodal Areas, 
Peak Flow Rates, and Runoff Volumes 
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Figure 2A-1-1.  Pre-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Runoff 

Hydrograph at Site Outfall OF-1 
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Figure 2A-1-2.  Pre-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Runoff 

Hydrograph at Site Outfall OF-2  
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Figure 2A-1-3.  Pre-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Runoff 

Hydrograph at Site Outfall OF-3 
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Table 2A-1-2.  Post-Development Surface Water Detention Pond Elevation-Area 
Relationship 
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Table 2A-1-3.  Post-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Nodal Areas, 
Peak Flow Rates, and Runoff Volumes 
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Figure 2A-1-4.  Post-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Surface 

Water Detention Pond Hydrograph and Elevation/Storage Relationships 
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Figure 2A-1-5.  Post-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Runoff 

Hydrograph at Site Outfall OF-1 
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Figure 2A-1-6.  Post-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Runoff 

Hydrograph at Site Outfall OF-2 
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Figure 2A-1-7.  Post-Development 25-year, 24-hour Precipitation Event Runoff 

Hydrograph at Site Outfall OF-3 
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SITE OPERATING PLAN (SOP) 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Terms of Reference 

The Austin Community Transfer Station (hereafter also referred to as the “facility” or “site”) is a 
proposed Type V municipal solid waste (MSW) facility, owned and operated by Waste 
Management of Texas, Inc. (WMTX).  This Site Operating Plan (SOP) provides general and 
facility-specific instructions for site management and personnel to operate the facility on a daily 
basis in a manner consistent with the design of the facility and with the applicable rules of the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  This SOP complies with the requirements 
of Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Title 30, Chapter 330, Subchapter E, “Operational Standards 
for Municipal Solid Waste Landfill Storage and Processing Units,” applicable to Type V MSW 
transfer station registrations. 

The specific procedures outlined in this SOP are operational requirements and must be understood, 
acknowledged, and followed by the site personnel.  This SOP will be retained at the facility 
throughout the active life of the facility until after certification of closure. 

References to the terms “Executive Director” or “TCEQ” used in this SOP shall refer to the 
Executive Director of the TCEQ or the designated representative(s) of the TCEQ.  References to 
information in the “registration” or “registration application” for this facility shall refer to the most 
current version of those documents, including any amendments, modifications, or revisions as 
approved.   

1.2 General Facility Information 

The Austin Community Transfer Station is located on the east side of Austin, Texas, approximately 
500 feet north of the intersection of Giles Road and US Highway 290.  The facility will accept 
and process MSW from public and private waste hauling vehicles, and from the public 
generally (refer to Section 3 of this SOP for specific waste acceptance information), and then 
transfer this waste to a  properly permitted MSW landfill for disposal.    
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2. RECORDKEEPING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

The facility will maintain the Site Operating Record for the life of the facility until after 
certification of closure.  The Site Operating Record will be maintained on-site, in an organized 
format, where information is readily locatable and retrievable, with the required records to be 
maintained as set forth herein.  Site Operating Record files that are older than five (5) years may 
be stored off-site at a local Iron Mountain® records storage facility.  Records stored off-site will 
be made available for review within 72 hours of a request.  Records, including waste manifests, 
may be maintained electronically and/or in a manner consistent with the e-manifest database 
requirements.   Consistent with 30 TAC §330.219, copies of documents that are part of the 
approved registration process and are considered part of the Site Operating Record for the 
facility are listed in Table IV-1. 

A list of records required to be maintained is provided below in Table IV-1.  These documents will 
be made available for inspection by TCEQ agency representatives or other interested parties. 

2.1 Required Records to be Maintained 

The facility will promptly record and retain in the Site Operating Record, either electronically or 
in physical format, the information and records listed below in Table IV-1. 

Table IV-1.  Recordkeeping Requirements 

Records to be Maintained in the Site Operating 
Record Frequency Rule Citation (30 TAC) 

MSW Registration 
 

Issuance of 
Registration  

§330.219(a) 

Approved Registration Application Approval of 
Registration 
Application 

§330.219(a) 

Site Operating Plan Approval of 
Registration 
Application 

§330.219(a) 

As-built set of construction plans and specifications After completion of 
construction 

§330.219(a) 

Other required plans or related documents As required §330.219(a) 
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Records to be Maintained in the Site Operating 
Record Frequency Rule Citation (30 TAC) 

All location restriction demonstrations Approval of 
Registration 
Application 

§330.219(b)(1) 

Inspection records and training procedures Per occurrence §330.219(b)(2) 

Closure plans and any monitoring, testing, or 
analytical data relating to closure requirements 

As required §330.219(b)(3) 

Cost estimates and financial assurance documentation 
relating to closure 

Annually §330.219(b)(4) 

Copies of all correspondence and responses relating 
to facility operation, registration modifications, 
approvals, and technical assistance 

Per occurrence §330.219(b)(5) 

All shipping documents, manifests, and trip tickets, 
etc., involving special waste 

Per occurrence §330.219(b)(6) 

Any other document(s) specified in the registration or 
by the Executive Director 

As required §330.219(b)(7) 

Trip tickets as required by §312.145(b)(2) Per occurrence 
(retained for 5 years) 

§330.219(b)(8) 

Dates, times, and durations of alternative operating 
hours (e.g., if not as stated in Section 8.4) 

As required §330.229(d) 

Fire Protection Plan Approval of 
Registration 
Application 

§330.221(c) 

Personnel training records and detailed job 
descriptions 

As needed §330.219(b)(2) 

Records to document the annual waste acceptance 
rate, including the annual solid waste summary report 

Annually §330.675(b) 

Random load inspection records Per occurrence §330.225 

Personnel operator licenses issued under 30 TAC 
Chapter 30, Subchapter F 

As needed §330.59(f)(3) 

All facility inspection and maintenance 
documentation noted in Section 8.15 - Facility 
Inspection and Maintenance Schedule 

As required §§330.223-330.243 
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Records to be Maintained in the Site Operating 
Record Frequency Rule Citation (30 TAC) 

Documentation that all wastes leaving the facility are 
being adequately managed by other licensed or 
permitted facilities 

As needed §330.205(a) 

 

Note that the recordkeeping requirements of 30 TAC §330.219(d) are not applicable because this 
facility is not a permitted solid waste compositing or landfill mining facility. 

2.2 Report Signatories 

The owner or operator will sign all reports and other information requested by the Executive 
Director as described in 30 TAC §305.44(a) if applicable, or they will be signed by a duly 
authorized representative of the owner or operator only if:   

• The authorization is made in writing by the owner or operator as described in 30 TAC 
§305.44(a); 

• The authorization specifies either an individual or a position having responsibility for the 
overall operation of the regulated facility or activity or for environmental matters for the 
owner or operator (e.g., environmental manager, or a position of equivalent responsibility).  
A duly authorized representative may thus be either a named individual or any individual 
occupying a named position; and 

• The written authorization is submitted to the Executive Director. 

If an authorization under this section is no longer accurate because of a change in individuals or 
position, a new authorization satisfying the requirements of this section must be submitted to the 
Executive Director prior to, or together with, any reports, information, or applications to be signed 
by an authorized representative. 

Any person signing a report shall make the certification in 30 TAC §305.44(b). 

2.3 Executive Director Access to Information 

All information contained in the Site Operating Record will be furnished to the Executive Director 
upon request and will be made available at reasonable times at the facility for inspection by the 
Executive Director. 
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2.4 Record Retention 

The facility will retain the Site Operating Record (all information contained within the Site 
Operating Record and all plans required for the facility) for the life of the facility until after 
certification of closure. 

2.5 Alternative Schedules for Recordkeeping and Notifications 

The Executive Director, in accordance with 30 TAC §330.219(g), may set alternative schedules 
for recordkeeping and notification requirements specified in 30 TAC §330.219(a)-(e). 

2.6 Personnel Training Records and Licenses 

The facility will maintain personnel training records and operator licenses.  Personnel training 
requirements will be as set forth in Section 3 of this SOP.  Personnel training records will be 
maintained until closure of the facility.  The facility will maintain operator licenses for MSW 
supervisors as required by 30 TAC Chapter 30, Subchapter F.  Personnel training records and 
operator licenses will be maintained in the Site Operating Record as indicated in Table IV-1. 

2.7 Waste Acceptance Rate and Waste Acceptance Records 

As indicated in Table IV-1, the facility will maintain records in the Site Operating Record to 
document the annual waste acceptance rate for the facility, and documents associated with waste 
acceptance (e.g., trip tickets, agency correspondence, and other waste acceptance records).  The 
Site Operating Record will also include copies of documents involving special waste (e.g., 
manifests, shipping documents, trip tickets, approval forms).  

The facility will also submit to the Executive Director the annual waste summary reports as 
required by 30 TAC §330.675(b) and will maintain copies of these annual waste summary reports 
in the Site Operating Record.  
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3. PERSONNEL AND TRAINING 

3.1 Facility Personnel 

The general organizational structure for facility personnel who will be involved in the operation 
of the facility will be as shown on the organizational chart provided below as Figure IV-1.  The 
Site Manager will have overall responsibility for daily operations.  Individual job titles and 
personnel are subject to change based on changes in operational conditions and changes in roles 
and responsibilities.  However, the total number of key site personnel will be sufficient to meet the 
requirements outlined in Table IV-1.  In addition, personnel training regarding duties and 
responsibilities will be maintained to ensure ongoing compliance with the requirements of this 
SOP. 

 

Figure IV-1.  Austin Community Transfer Station Organizational Chart 
 

A detailed description of roles and responsibilities of facility personnel are described in the 
remainder of this section. 
 
3.1.1 Site Manager 

The Site Manager will be ultimately responsible for daily facility operations.  As such, this 
individual will be directly responsible for staff and equipment allocation to ensure operation of the 
facility in accordance with the approved Site Development Plan, SOP, and applicable local, state, 
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and federal regulations.  The Site Manager serves as the emergency contact and coordinator for 
the facility and will be responsible for maintaining the Site Operating Record and required logs.   

The Site Manager has overall responsibility for implementation and adherence to this SOP.  
Wherever this SOP describes procedures or requirements without naming a specific individual or 
position responsible for those requirements, the Site Manager shall have primary responsibility for 
those requirements.  Where a specific individual or position is responsible for a particular task, 
that responsibility is described.  Otherwise, the Site Manager may delegate authority and assign 
qualified personnel to accomplish the requirements of this SOP.  The Site Manager will designate 
an individual(s) to fulfill his or her duties during periods when the Site Manager is absent.   

The Site Manager will have a minimum education of a high school diploma or equivalent and 
will have experience in MSW processing operations.  The Site Manager will have and maintain 
a MSW Facility Class A or B License as a MSW facility supervisor in accordance with 30 TAC 
Chapter 30, Subchapter F; and, as such, must meet the specific qualification standards (training, 
education, experience, applicable examination) contained in that Subchapter to obtain and 
maintain a Class B License.  The Site Manager’s designee will also have a Class A or B license. 

3.1.2 Lead Operator 

The Site Manager will appoint a Lead Operator who will be responsible for the safe operation of 
the equipment involved in the facility’s operation.  This individual will be responsible for detecting 
prohibited waste, potentially dangerous conditions, and potentially careless or improper actions of 
persons while on the premises.  The Lead Operator will consider personnel safety and will direct 
Equipment Operators on a daily basis regarding waste processing operations.  The Lead Operator 
will also perform other required tasks as directed by the Site Manager.  The Lead Operator must 
have a minimum of one (1) year of solid waste processing operations experience, be familiar with 
SOP requirements, and have the aptitude to manage personnel and implement operational aspects 
of solid waste processing operations. 

3.1.3 Facility Attendant 

The Facility Attendant is primarily responsible for maintaining complete and accurate records 
of vehicles and solid waste entering the facility.  The Facility Attendant will be trained in 
facility safety procedures, to visually check for unauthorized wastes, to weigh vehicles, to 
measure waste volumes if necessary, and to collect waste disposal fees.  Specifically, the 
Facility Attendant is required to: (i) monitor the incoming vehicles for waste type(s) and to 
exclude prohibited waste; (ii) inspect waste loads to confirm that they are authorized for 
disposal; (iii) review manifests and other shipping documents; (iv) record incoming waste 
loads; (v) review and confirm special waste documents; and (vi) accept tipping fees.  The 
Facility Attendant will be present at all hours when the transfer station facility is open to the 
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public.  The facility attendant, at a minimum, will have a basic understanding of accounting 
principles and basic communication skills. 

3.1.4 Equipment Operators 

Equipment Operators’ primary duties will include safe operation of the solid waste transfer-related 
and other facility equipment.  Equipment Operators will be responsible for detecting potentially 
dangerous conditions and potentially careless or improper actions of persons while on the 
premises. Equipment Operators will monitor and direct unloading vehicles and are also 
responsible for maintenance, construction, litter abatement, and general facility cleanup.  
Equipment Operators will intervene as necessary to prevent accidents and report unsafe 
conditions immediately to the Lead Operator or Site Manager.  Equipment Operators are also 
responsible for identifying prohibited wastes.  Equipment Operators, at a minimum, must be 
experienced in the operation of heavy equipment and demonstrate the ability to be trained in 
MSW processing operations.  Equipment operators will have a minimum of six (6) months 
experience in heavy equipment operation or supervised on-the-job training. 

At all times when the facility is open to receive waste, at least one of the Equipment Operators 
will be designated as the Lead Operator on duty, who will assume the role and responsibilities as 
described above for that position. 

3.1.5 Other Personnel (Laborers/Part-Time) 

The Site Manager may hire other personnel or third-party outside workers to perform mechanic 
duties (e.g., equipment repairs, servicing, and fueling) as well as laborer activities (e.g., patrolling 
for and collecting litter, other cleanup, manual labor, and site maintenance activities).  These 
personnel will be employed on an as-needed basis (e.g., part-time) and, accordingly, are not 
specifically reflected on the table of minimum personnel requirements. 

3.2 Training 

Training of facility personnel will consist of classroom instruction and/or on-the-job training that 
instructs site personnel in the performance of their duties and compliance with this SOP, the 
facility’s registration requirements and provisions, and applicable regulations.  Training will be 
directed by employees, supervisors, or other individuals experienced in waste management 
procedures and operations, health and safety, and related subjects needed for satisfactory job 
performance.  This may include in-house training by qualified individuals within company 
affiliates, as well as training at TCEQ-sponsored training courses or training events provided by 
other organizations as deemed appropriate by facility management.  Training will include 
instruction in the solid waste management and related skills, duties, and procedures relevant to 
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each position as set forth herein (e.g., fire prevention, facility safety, prohibited waste management 
procedures, etc.). 

A description of the training provided to each employee will be maintained in the Site Operating 
Record. 

3.3 Equipment 

The minimum equipment required to operate the facility is one front-end loader.  Refer to 
Section 8.2.1 of this SOP for a description of the equipment usage for the waste unloading and 
loading processes. 

Additional company/affiliate-owned or rental equipment, such as road tractors, water trucks, 
backhoes, grapple loaders, etc., may be provided as necessary to enhance operational efficiency.  
Additionally, miscellaneous vehicles, pumps, portable lighting, litter fences, instruments, fire 
protection, and safety and training equipment may also be on-site as necessary to support 
operations.  Whenever equipment breaks down or is taken out of service for maintenance or repair, 
back-up equipment will be rented from third parties or otherwise made available from other 
company-affiliated facilities.   

Equipment used for waste staging and loading (e.g., the front-end loader) will be maintained in an 
operational state, and periodically will be cleaned (washing, sweeping) on an as-needed basis to 
prevent the accumulation of waste residue on the equipment and the creation of odors. 
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4. WASTE ACCEPTANCE AND ANALYSIS 

4.1 Properties and Characteristics of Waste 

The Part I/II Supplemental Technical Report presents the facility’s comprehensive Waste 
Acceptance Plan, pursuant to 30 TAC §330.61(b).  The major classifications of solid waste to be 
accepted at the facility for transfer to a properly permitted MSW facility include household waste, 
yard waste, commercial waste, Class 2 and Class 3 non-hazardous industrial waste, construction-
demolition waste, brush, rubbish, shredded or quartered tires, and wastes incidental to MSW (e.g., 
municipal household hazardous waste, small dead animals).  Certain special wastes may also be 
accepted at the facility (see Section 4.5 below for reference to the special waste acceptance and 
handling procedures).  The waste classifications are defined in 30 TAC §330.3. 

The facility will accept waste generated from residential, commercial, institutional, municipal, 
manufacturing, industrial, recreational, and construction sources within Travis County and 
surrounding counties.  It is anticipated that accepted wastes will include paper, food wastes, glass, 
aluminum, metals, plastics, grass clippings, other organic wastes, wood wastes, textiles, bricks, 
and other inert materials. 

Consistent with 30 TAC §330.15, the facility will not accept Class 1 non-hazardous industrial 
wastes, regulated hazardous wastes, regulated asbestos-containing material (RACM), liquid 
wastes, radioactive wastes, polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) wastes, untreated medical wastes, or 
other wastes prohibited by TCEQ regulations. 

Class 2 industrial solid waste is any individual industrial solid waste or combination of industrial 
solid wastes that cannot be described as Class 1 or Class 3, as defined in 30 TAC §335.506 
(relating to Class 2 waste determination).  Examples of Class 2 non-hazardous industrial waste 
include “plant trash” or waste originating in the facility offices or plant producing areas that 
are composed of paper and/or wooden packaging materials, glass, aluminum foil, aluminum 
cans, aluminum scrap, stainless steel, steel, iron scrap, Styrofoam, rope, twine, uncontaminated 
rubber, uncontaminated wooden materials, equipment belts, wiring, uncontaminated cloth, 
metal buildings, empty containers with a holding capacity of five gallons or less, 
uncontaminated floor sweepings, or food packaging that are produced as a result of plant 
production.   

Class 3 industrial solid waste is any inert and essentially insoluble industrial solid waste, 
including materials such as rock, brick, glass, dirt, and certain plastics and rubber, etc., that 
are not readily decomposable as defined in 30 TAC §335.507 (relating to Class 3 waste 
determination).  Class 2 and Class 3 industrial solid wastes may be accepted at the facility, 
provided processing of these wastes does not interfere with proper operation of the facility.  
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Bulky and large items arriving at the transfer station will be placed on the tipping floor so as 
to allow the front-end loader to crush and flatten the items prior to loading into the transfer 
trailer.  Where this is not possible, bulky or large items will be loaded into transfer trailers that 
have been partially filled to prevent damage to the trailer from impact due to the heavy weight 
of the bulky and large items.  Appliances potentially containing refrigerant will be inspected 
to ensure that any refrigerant has been extracted in accordance with Section 608 of the federal 
Clean Air Act.  Items containing chlorinated fluorocarbons (CFCs) will be handled in 
accordance with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 40, Part 82. 

4.2 Volume and Rate of Transfer 

The facility will serve, in general, the individuals, businesses, institutions, and public and private 
collection vehicles from Travis County and surrounding counties.  The facility will process and 
transfer solid waste up to the registered maximum daily waste acceptance rate of 3,200 tons/day.  
The facility is designed for efficient waste processing.  The area to be used for unloading and waste 
transfer operations will be approximately 150 feet by 168 feet.  Facility layout drawings are 
included in the Site Development Plan (Part III, Attachment 1).   

The following types and estimated percentages of waste are expected to be received at the facility.  
These waste types and percentages are estimates only and may vary based upon the actual wastes 
received at the facility.   

 
Type of Waste   Expected Percentage of Waste Stream 

 
Residential Waste     45 % 
Commercial/Institutional Waste   30% 
Const & Demo Waste    15% 
Class 2 & 3 Non-Haz Industrial Waste     7% 
Other Authorized Waste     3% 

 

The facility is designed for the efficient transfer of MSW to trucks for transport to a permitted 
MSW landfill for disposal, typically on the same day the waste is received at the facility.  As 
economic conditions, population growth, and waste generation rates change, the volume of 
incoming waste may vary.  As noted in Section 2.7 of this SOP, the waste acceptance rate for the 
facility will be reported annually.  The maximum amount of waste that may be temporarily stored 
at the facility is 2,500 tons.  On average (i.e., under typical operating conditions), MSW accepted 
at the facility will be transferred on a daily basis (i.e., in less than 24-hours).  The maximum length 
of time waste material will remain (i.e., be temporarily stored) on-site is 48 hours. 
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The destination of the MSW collected by the facility is a properly permitted Type I municipal 
solid waste facility where the waste will be disposed. 

The facility will maintain documentation in the Site Operating Record that all wastes leaving the 
facility are being adequately managed by other authorized solid waste management facilities.   

4.3 Facility-Generated Wastes 

The only facility-generated waste is wastewater (i.e., wash water resulting from washing the 
tipping floor and, potentially, small amounts of liquids contained within the incoming waste 
loads).  This water will be handled and managed as contaminated water, and will be 
transported to a duly-permitted off-site treatment and disposal facility in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in Section 5 of this SOP.  All solid and liquid wastes generated by the 
facility must be processed or disposed of at an authorized facility. 

4.4 Sampling and Analysis for Solid Waste Processing and Experimental Facilities 

The requirements of 30 TAC §330.203(c) will be addressed by the facility as follows: 

• This facility is not an experimental facility, and furthermore, will transfer only MSW.  
There is no on-site processing of grit trap wastes, sludge – nor the generation of effluent 
from a treatment process.  As such, there will be no effluent discharged to a trap, 
interceptor, or treatment facility permitted under Texas Water Code, Chapter 26.  
Therefore, the sampling and analysis requirements of 30 TAC §330.203(c)(1) and (2) are 
not applicable. 

• Management of contaminated water generated at the facility is discussed in Section 5. 

4.5 Special Waste Acceptance and Handling Procedures 

A Special Waste Acceptance Plan (SWAP) is provided in Section 10 of this SOP.  The SWAP 
outlines the acceptance requirements and handling procedures for special wastes that are allowed 
for acceptance at this facility. 
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5. CONTAMINATED WATER MANAGEMENT 

The facility shall manage contaminated water in accordance with 30 TAC §330.207.  All 
potentially contaminated liquids resulting from the operation of the facility shall be disposed of in 
a manner that will not cause surface water or groundwater pollution, and the facility shall 
implement necessary steps to control and prevent the unauthorized discharge of contaminated 
water from the facility.  As noted in the Site Development Plan (Part III narrative report, 
Section 2), the facility is designed to manage stormwater in a controlled manner in order to 
not cause surface water or groundwater pollution. 

Contaminated water generated by the facility will consist of wash water resulting from 
washing the tipping floor and, potentially, small amounts of liquids contained within the 
incoming waste loads (i.e., leachate).  This contaminated water will be directed to a minimum 
2,000-gallon (nominal) contaminated water holding tank where it will be collected and 
contained until properly managed.  The contaminated water collected in the holding tank will 
be pumped as necessary into a tanker truck (properly registered hauler) for transportation to 
a duly-permitted off-site treatment and disposal facility that is authorized to accept this type 
of wastewater.  The Austin Community Transfer Station will adhere to the sampling and 
analysis (testing) requirements of the receiving treatment facility (and associated treatment 
facility concentration or other parametric limit requirements of acceptance for treatment). 

The discharge of stormwater from the tipping floor area will not occur.  All water coming in 
contact with waste will be managed as contaminated water.  The transfer station will be 
operated consistent with 30 TAC §330.15(h)(1)-(4), prohibiting the discharge of solid wastes 
or pollutants into waters of the United States.  The facility will not discharge contaminated 
water without a separate, specific written authorization from TCEQ under the authority of the 
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES). 

Uncontaminated stormwater run-on and run-off will be directed away from the transfer 
station building entrances by site grading.  The building interior where waste is processed 
will not result in any storm-generated run-off since the enclosed transfer station building will 
have a roof to prevent precipitation from coming in contact with waste.  Stormwater will be 
managed by maintaining the stormwater patterns identified in the Site Development Plan 
(e.g., the Site Plan in Part III, Attachment 2) in areas outside of the transfer station building 
footprint.   
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6. STORAGE REQUIREMENTS 

6.1 Solid Waste Storage 

Solid waste storage will take place either indoors in the enclosed transfer station building on the 
tipping floor or in tarped transfer trailers awaiting transport off-site.  All solid waste will be stored 
in such a manner that it does not constitute a fire, safety, or health hazard, or provide food or 
harborage for animals and vectors, or cause odors; and will be contained to prevent windblown 
solid waste and litter.  

As shown on the Facility Layout Plan in Part III, Attachment 1, Drawing III-1-2, the facility has 
designated an optional Citizen’s Recycling Drop-Off Area for potential on-site storage area for 
acceptable source-separated or recyclable materials in a location separate from the transfer station 
waste tipping area and transfer vehicle loading operations.  Refer to Section 6.3 of this SOP for 
further information on the optional Citizen’s Recycling Drop-Off Area and how it will be 
managed. 

No solid waste loading or storage will occur within any easement, buffer zone, or right-of-way 
that crosses the facility.  On-site storage of waste will comply with the maximum storage times 
and volumes set forth in Section 4.2 of this SOP.  Waste that is stored overnight at the facility will 
be either stored in tarped transfer trailers or stored indoors in the enclosed transfer station 
building on the tipping floor . 

The transfer station will not recover materials from solid waste that contains putrescible materials.  
The transfer station will not process liquid waste. 

6.2 Approved Containers 

It is required that all solid waste containing food wastes shall be stored in covered or closed 
containers that are leakproof, durable, and designed for safe handling and easy cleaning.  This will 
be accomplished through the use of approved containers, along with the waste processing methods 
to limit the length of time waste is stored on the tipping floor, as follows:  Incoming waste will be 
deposited onto the concrete tipping floor within the enclosed transfer station building.  Waste will 
be transferred to transfer trailers on a daily basis (i.e., within less than 24-hours) under typical 
operating conditions, and under all circumstances waste will not be stored on-site for more than 
48 hours.  The transfer trailers will be maintained in a condition such that they do not create a 
nuisance or conditions conducive for the harborage, feeding, and propagation of vectors.  The 
transfer trailers will be leak-proof, durable, and designed for safe handling and easy cleaning.  The 
transfer trailers will be equipped with tarps or covers to be used during on-site storage and 
transport.  These containers (mechanically handled) are designed to prevent spillage or leakage 
during storage, handling, and transport. 
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Non-reusable containers, if used, will be of suitable strength to minimize animal scavenging or 
rupturing during collection operations.  All containers to be emptied manually will be capable of 
being serviced without the collector coming into contact with waste. 

6.3 Citizen’s Recycling Drop-Off Area 

As mentioned in Section 6.1, an area of the facility has been designated for an optional Citizen’s 
Recycling Drop-Off Area.  The Citizen’s Recycling Drop-Off Area will be used if there is 
sufficient customer demand.  At this drop-off area (see Part III, Attachment 1, Drawings III-1-2 
and III-1-4 for location), small-quantities (i.e., non-commercial customers such as area residents 
with household recyclables) of acceptable source-separated recyclable materials would be received 
and stored on-site.  This area will be equipped with covered dumpsters or tarped roll-off containers 
where customers would be able to drop-off specified types of recyclable material.  Each container 
would be dedicated to one type of recyclable material (e.g., one each for newspaper, glass, plastic, 
etc.).   

When in use, signs will be posted next to the Citizen’s Recycling Drop-Off Area listing the rules 
governing the use of the drop-off area (e.g., who may use it, what may be deposited, what shall 
not be deposited, etc.).  The facility will remove the deposited recyclables when the containers are 
full and will transport them to an authorized off-site recycling facility where the material will be 
recycled or otherwise managed as recyclable material.  The facility will visually monitor and 
inspect the drop-off area and will maintain it in a sanitary condition.  Control of odors, vectors, 
and windblown material from this storage area shall be maintained by storing the recyclable 
material in covered dumpsters or tarped roll-off containers.   

6.4 Stationary Compactors 

A stationary compactor will not be provided at the facility.  Therefore, the requirements of 30 TAC 
§330.215 are not applicable to this facility. 
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7. FIRE PROTECTION PLAN 

This Fire Protection Plan describes the source(s) of fire protection (i.e., fire prevention and 
protection methodology), procedures for using the fire protection source(s), and employee training 
and safety procedures.  This plan has been prepared to address compliance with local fire codes.   

7.1 Fire Prevention 

In order to minimize fire hazards at the facility, the following fire prevention steps or procedures 
will be implemented. 

• Smoking is allowed only in designated areas.  Smoking is specifically prohibited: 

o at fuel storage and dispensing areas; 
o at the active waste tipping and loading areas; and 
o other fire-sensitive areas. 
 

• Fuels will be stored and dispensed only in authorized areas.  Efforts will be made to 
contain and control fuel spills immediately upon discovery.  Spilled fuel and impacted 
soil will be promptly collected, profiled, and properly disposed. 

• The open burning of waste is prohibited at the facility.  

• The facility will be equipped with readily-available fire extinguishers of a type, size, 
location, and number as recommended by the local fire department or the 
designated company fire prevention specialist.  Each fire extinguisher will be 
fully-charged and ready for use at all times.  Each extinguisher will be inspected 
on an annual basis and recharged as necessary.  These inspections will be 
performed by a qualified service company, and all extinguishers will display a 
current inspection tag.  Inspection and recharging will be performed following 
each use. 

• An adequate supply of water under pressure will be available for fire-fighting 
purposes.  The transfer station building will either be connected to a public water 
supply system or equipped with water storage tanks as the source of pressurized water 
for wash-down of the tipping floor, which will also be available for use by facility 
personnel for extinguishing fires. 

• In conjunction with the building permit process, the transfer station building will be 
designed to comply with applicable local fire codes, including the provision of fire 
protection systems (e.g., fire alarm, fire extinguishing or smoke control systems, 
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approved water supply capable of supplying the required fire flow or fire hydrant 
access, as applicable) as required by code for the size and usage of the building. 

• “Hot loads” (burning waste from incoming loads) will be prevented from being 
dumped in the active area of the transfer station.  The Facility Attendants and 
Equipment Operators will be alert and will observe incoming loads for signs of 
burning waste such as smoke, steam, or heat.  The vehicle will be directed to an area 
outside the transfer station building where waste can be safely discharged and isolated, 
and the fire extinguished.  Upon extinguishing the fire, the waste will be immediately 
moved inside the transfer station building. 

7.2 General Fire-Fighting Procedures 

The following general procedures will be implemented in the event of a fire. 

• If it can be done safely, fires will be promptly extinguished by trained site personnel. 
• If necessary: 

o Contact the local fire department by calling 911. 
o Notify the Site Manager and alert other facility personnel. 
o Assess the extent of the fire and the potential for the fire to spread. 
o If safe, attempt to contain or extinguish the fire until the local fire department 

arrives. 
o Direct the local fire department to the fire and provide assistance as appropriate. 
o Do not attempt to fight the fire alone. 
o Do not attempt to fight the fire without adequate personal protective equipment. 
o Evacuate the facility as necessary. 

 
In general, fire-fighting methods include separating burning material from other waste and 
spraying the burning material with water from the wash-down hoses or using a fire extinguisher.  
All transfer station equipment and vehicles will be equipped with a fire extinguisher, and two 
additional fire extinguishers will be located in the transfer station building. 

7.3 Specific Fire-Fighting Procedures 

The following specific procedures will be followed in the event of a fire. 

• If a fire occurs on a vehicle or piece of equipment, the Equipment Operator should 
bring the vehicle or equipment to a safe stop.  If the safety of personnel will allow, 
the vehicle must be parked outside of the facility away from fuel supplies, solid 
wastes, and other vehicles.  The engine should be shut off and the brake engaged 
(or other methods implemented) to prevent movement of the vehicle or 
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equipment. Fire extinguishers should be used to extinguish the fire, if possible 
without risk to the Equipment Operator. 

• If a fire is on the tipping floor, the burning area should be promptly isolated and 
pushed away from the other waste.  The burning area should be sprayed with 
water from the wash-down hoses, or, if small enough, extinguished with a hand-
held fire extinguisher.  

• If burning waste materials are discovered after having been unloaded at the 
transfer station, the load will be extinguished with water or by fire extinguisher, 
as appropriate. 

• Use the fire extinguishers located in the transfer station building and equipment, 
or the water hoses, to extinguish a fire, as appropriate. 

• The facility water supply for fighting fires is supplied by the public water supply 
system, via the wash-down hoses. 

7.4 Fire Protection Training 

Facility operations personnel (not including personnel with administrative duties only) will receive 
annual training in the contents of this section of the SOP.  The training will include: 

• review and discussion of this Fire Protection Plan; 
• fire prevention and hazard awareness; 
• fire safety; and 
• fire-fighting procedures 
 

Administrative personnel will receive training relating to fire prevention and hazard awareness and 
fire safety.  Records of fire protection training will be kept in the Site Operating Record. 

7.5 TCEQ Notification 

If a fire is not extinguished within 10 minutes of detection, the facility will make every reasonable 
effort to immediately contact the TCEQ Region 11 office by phone, but not later than four (4) 
hours after detection.  The facility will provide the Region with a written description of the fire 
and resulting response within 14 days of the event. 
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8. OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES 

8.1 Access Control 

Public access to the site will be limited to the gated facility entrance.  The Facility Attendant 
controls access and monitors vehicles entering and exiting the facility. The facility perimeter is 
fenced to control access and prevent unauthorized access and has lockable gates.  Fencing will be 
composed of (at minimum) a four-foot barbed wire fence or a six-foot chain-link fence or 
equivalent (e.g., iron or metal bar-style fencing).  The operating area (i.e., the transfer station) is a 
building. 

8.1.1 Facility Security 

Facility security measures are designed to prevent unauthorized persons from entering the facility, 
to protect the facility and its equipment from possible damage caused by trespassers, and to prevent 
disruption of facility operations caused by unauthorized facility entry. 

Unauthorized entry into the facility is minimized by controlling access to the site with the 
perimeter fence and by locking the gate at the entrance.  The gate will be locked when the facility 
is not accepting waste and the offices are closed. 

A Facility Attendant or other designated operating personnel will be on-site during operating hours 
and will monitor the entrance to the facility.  Entry to the facility will be restricted to designated 
personnel, appropriate subcontractors, approved waste haulers, the public, TCEQ personnel, and 
properly identified persons whose entry is authorized by facil i ty management.  

8.1.2 Traffic Control 

Access to the facility will be provided via the facility entrance driveway on Giles Road, and 
through the gates into the facility.  The Facility Attendant stationed at the scales will restrict 
facility access to authorized vehicles, will direct waste collection vehicles appropriately, and 
will monitor waste vehicle traffic to ensure vehicles are following the directed route.  After leaving 
the scale area, waste collection vehicles will drive to the tipping floor unloading area.  These 
vehicles will deposit their loads and then depart the site.  Transfer trailers will drive to the waste 
loadout tunnels at the transfer station building where they will be loaded before departing the site. 

In addition to the Facility Attendant and other facility personnel providing traffic directions to 
facilitate the safe movement of vehicles at the facility (including into and out of the transfer station 
building), appropriate signs will be positioned at the facility to guide users and indicate where 
vehicles are to unload.  Signs will be placed along the entrance road to direct vehicles, at a 
frequency/spacing that is adequate to guide users to the proper areas and identify which roads are 
to be used.  The use of forced access lanes through barricades, flagging, or other means will be 
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used in conjunction with signs for the prevention of indiscriminate dumping.  Roads not being 
used for access will be blocked or otherwise marked for no entry.  Signs will also direct vehicles 
to the facility exit. 

8.1.3 On-Site Access Roads and Parking 

The entrance and the on-site roads will be all-weather surfaced (e.g., gravel, asphalt, concrete) and 
will have a minimum width of two-lanes.  The scale area is equipped with a bypass lane in each 
direction (inbound and outbound).  The entrance and facility roads have been designed for the 
expected traffic flow, to provide safe on-site access for commercial collection vehicles and the 
public, to avoid disruption of normal traffic patterns, and to provide safe turning radii for vehicles 
that utilize the facility.  Vehicle parking is provided at the facility for employees and visitors, 
located north-northeast of the scale area (see Part III, Attachment 1, Drawing III-1-4). 

Equipment parking and staging will be directed by transfer station personnel so as not to 
block or hinder waste collection vehicles or transfer trailers from ingress or egress to the 
tipping floor and loadout tunnels.  

Refer to Section 8.8 of this SOP for access road dust and mud control requirements. 

8.2 Unloading of Waste 

8.2.1 Waste Unloading Procedures 

The Facility Attendant will monitor all incoming loads of waste (see Section 8.2.2).  Incoming 
waste hauling traffic will be directed to the tipping floor (waste unloading area) once the vehicle’s 
incoming weight or volume has been recorded at the scale area by the Facility Attendant.  As 
mentioned in the above section on access control, signs will be located as needed along the route 
to the unloading area.  Waste loading and unloading operations will only occur within the transfer 
station building and will be confined to as small an area as practical.  Safety bumpers at hoppers 
will be provided for vehicles. 

Collection vehicles will unload solid waste within the transfer station building on the tipping floor.  
Equipment Operators will monitor the unloading of incoming waste (see Section 8.2.2).  A front-
end loader will typically push the solid waste towards the transfer trailer loading area at the loadout 
tunnels on the sides of the tipping floor and transfer it to transfer trailers.  The facility will provide 
sufficient equipment to effectively operate in accordance with the operational standards required 
by this SOP, applicable TCEQ regulations, and applicable local, state, and federal regulations. 

Unloading of waste in unauthorized areas will be prohibited.  Any waste which is identified as 
having been deposited in an unauthorized area will be immediately moved to the unloading areas.   
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8.2.2 Procedures for the Detection and Prevention of Unauthorized Waste 

This section provides procedures for the detection and prevention of unauthorized waste, including 
regulated hazardous waste as defined in 40 CFR Part 261 and polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) 
wastes as defined in 40 CFR Part 761. 

Prohibited waste will not be accepted at the facility.  Additionally, the facility is not required to 
accept any solid waste that the facility determines will cause or may cause problems in maintaining 
full and continuous compliance with this SOP and applicable TCEQ regulations. 

The Facility Attendant is the first point of contact with the hauler.  The hauler will be asked to 
inform the Facility Attendant of the content of the load.  The Facility Attendant may visually 
inspect containers to verify contents.  In the event prohibited wastes are identified in the load, the 
entire load is turned away from the gate and not allowed entrance to the site.  In addition, if the 
waste hauling vehicle is delivering special or industrial waste, facility personnel may visually 
compare the material presented for disposal with the waste profile form to confirm that the physical 
characteristics (e.g., color, odor, appearance) of the material matches that detailed on the profile.  
In the event that the physical characteristics of the waste differ from the approved waste stream, 
the waste load will be rejected.  

Equipment Operators will visually monitor the unloading of waste.  Should any indication of 
prohibited waste be detected, appropriate facility personnel will stop the unloading of the 
vehicle to allow facility personnel to conduct a thorough evaluation of the load.  The driver 
will be directed to a load inspection area, where the load will be discharged from the vehicle.  
The load inspector will break up the waste pile and inspect the material for any prohibited 
waste.  Known prohibited waste will be placed back into the vehicle and the driver will be 
instructed to depart the facility.  Should any regulated hazardous waste be detected, the entire 
load will be rejected. 

Any prohibited waste that is not discovered by the facility until after it is unloaded will be returned 
to the vehicle that delivered the waste.  That party will be responsible for the proper disposal of 
this rejected waste.  In the event the unauthorized waste is not discovered until after the vehicle 
that delivered it has departed the site, the waste will be segregated and controlled as necessary.  
An effort will first be made to identify the entity that deposited the prohibited waste and have 
them return to the facility and properly dispose of the waste.  In the event that identification of 
the responsible party is not possible, the facility will arrange for the proper management of the 
waste or will notify the TCEQ and seek guidance on how to dispose of the waste. 

In addition to the above procedure, incoming loads will be visually inspected on a random 
basis. The Site Manager will be responsible for determining the random load inspection 
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schedule.  The driver of the randomly selected load will be notified and instructed to proceed 
as above to a load inspection area. 

The Site Manager will maintain and include in the operating record the load inspection reports 
for randomly inspected loads. Load inspection reports, recorded on standardized forms, will 
be completed for each inspected load.  The reports will include at a minimum, the date and 
time of inspection, the name and address of the hauling company and driver, the type of 
vehicle, the size and source of the load, contents of the load, indicators of prohibited waste, 
and results of the inspection.  

8.3 Spill Prevention and Control 

The tipping floor (i.e., waste unloading, processing, and storage area) has been designed to control 
and contain spills and contaminated water from leaving the facility.  Relevant transfer station 
design information is presented on Drawing III-1-5 of Part III, Attachment 1.  Since the transfer 
station tipping floor will be in a roofed-building, and because liquid wastes are not allowed to be 
delivered to the transfer station, only small amounts of liquids incidental to MSW may be within 
the materials delivered to the transfer station (i.e., precipitation from storm events will not enter 
the enclosed transfer station building).  The reinforced concrete transfer station tipping floor will 
be sloped towards a floor drain and will have exterior push  walls to serve as containment of spills 
and wash waters.  These liquids will be managed as contaminated water as described in Section 5 
of this SOP.   

8.4 Operating Hours 

8.4.1 Proposed Operating Hours 

The facility will be authorized to accept waste from operator-owned or affiliated-company 
waste haulers and from other commercial waste hauling companies between 3:00 a.m. on 
Monday through 7:00 p.m. on Saturday.  Hours when the facility is open to the public may 
be at any times within these hours and will be posted on the facility entrance sign.  

The facility will be allowed to process waste with heavy equipment, transfer it to transfer 
trailers, and transport waste and other materials on- or off-site any time between 3:00 a.m. on 
Monday through 7:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

On-site construction or maintenance activities involving heavy equipment and transport of non-
waste materials on- or off-site are allowed any time between 5:00 a.m. on Monday through 
9:00 p.m. on Saturday, and between 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Sunday. 

Other activities not involving waste operations or heavy equipment operation do not require 
specific approval and may be performed seven (7) days per week, 24 hours per day. 
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The facility may request TCEQ approval of alternate operating hours up to five (5) days in a 
calendar year period to accommodate special occasions, special purpose events, holidays, and 
other special occurrences.  Also, the TCEQ Region 11 office may allow additional temporary 
waste acceptance hours to address disasters, emergency situations, or other unforeseen 
circumstances that could result in the disruption of waste management services in the area.  The 
facility will record in the Site Operating Record the dates, times, and durations when any alternate 
operating hours are used. 

8.4.2 Justifications for Proposed Transfer Station Operating Hours 

Operating hours beyond the default hours in 30 TAC § 330.229(a) are necessary at the Austin 
Community Transfer Station to meet customer and community needs while maintaining safe, 
efficient, and cost-effective waste collection and transfer operations.  WMTX reasonably expects 
that most (but not all) of the customers and haulers utilizing the Austin Community RDF for 
disposal will transition their waste deliveries to the Austin Community Transfer Station as WMTX 
transitions waste operations from the landfill to the transfer station and the landfill ceases to receive 
waste.  The Austin Community RDF is currently authorized to operate from 9:00 p.m. Sunday 
through 7:00 p.m. Saturday and, if necessary, from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Given (1) 
the more limited transfer station operations as compared to the landfill (i.e., transfer vs. disposal); 
(2) the more limited maximum waste acceptance rate at the transfer station as compared to the 
landfill; (3) and the expected and estimated reduction in waste deliveries to the transfer station as 
compared to the landfill, WMTX estimates that waste processing operations on Sundays will not 
be necessary at the Austin Community Transfer Station. 

In 2019, the Austin Community RDF accepted approximately 27% of its waste loads outside of 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Also in 2019, the Austin Community RDF accepted 
approximately 28% of its waste tonnage outside of the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Certain of WMTX’s and the Austin Community RDF’s existing customers require waste collection 
services in the early morning hours prior to 7:00 a.m. Such contracts are commonplace in the 
industry for municipal and commercial/institutional customers, and WMTX expects to maintain 
and enter into such contracts when the Austin Community Transfer Station is operational.  The 
transfer station will service collection vehicles that collect and haul waste pursuant to the terms of 
such contracts. 

Collecting waste in urban areas in the pre-dawn hours keeps large waste collection and hauling 
vehicles out of the downtown, campus, and commercial areas during times of heavier traffic – 
when people are arriving at work, walking to class, or patronizing restaurants or other businesses.  
Collecting waste in urban areas after 6:00 a.m. can result in increased traffic congestion and it can 
be physically impossible to access the containers that need to be serviced due to the increased 
presence of other vehicles in the alleyways where the containers are located. 
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If the Austin Community Transfer Station was required to process all waste loads within the hours 
of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on weekdays only, the limited waste acceptance hours would result in an 
increase in the amount of traffic to and from the transfer station and within the facility during the 
busiest traffic hours of the day, and waste collection trucks would be lined up each morning for 
hours in front of the facility waiting for the gates to open, creating significant traffic congestion 
and safety issues and increasing air emissions. 

For many decades, the Austin Community RDF has served as a convenient and viable local waste 
management option for area residents.  If the Austin Community Transfer Station is to continue to 
provide this much needed public service, then the facility must be open during weekend hours for 
those individuals that work the typical Monday through Friday work-week.  In 2019, 7,603 
vehicles entered the Austin Community RDF during weekend hours and disposed of 
approximately 5% of the waste loads received at the facility during the year; the majority of these 
weekend waste loads were delivered by small haulers and members of the public. 

The need for operating hours beyond the weekday hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. is expected to 
increase in the coming years as the area economy continues to improve and as the population of 
Austin, Travis County, and neighboring communities and counties continues to grow. 

WMTX has historically managed the Austin Community RDF’s active hours of operation 
judiciously, opening the facility for waste acceptance and other operations in the evening, early 
morning, and weekend hours only as necessary to accommodate the needs of its customers and the 
community.  WMTX will carry forward and apply this managerial approach to the operations of 
the Austin Community Transfer Station. 

8.5 Facility Entrance Sign 

A conspicuous sign measuring at least 4-ft by 4-ft will be maintained at the entrance to the facility 
through which wastes are received.  The sign will be readable from the facility entrance and will 
state, at a minimum, in letters at least three (3) inches high: 

• the name of the facility; 
• the facility MSW registration number. 
• the type of site (i.e., Type V MSW facility); 
• the hours and days of operation for waste acceptance; 
• a 24-hour emergency contact phone number(s); 
• the emergency phone number of the local fire department (i.e., 911); and 
• facility rules (e.g., regarding prohibited wastes, stating that all loads must be properly 

covered or otherwise secured, etc.). 
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Other relevant information may also be included on the sign.  Note that waste acceptance hours 
may differ for commercial waste haulers versus the public, and, if different, both categories of 
waste acceptance hours will be posted on the facility sign.  In no instance will normal waste 
acceptance hours be outside the allowable hours for waste acceptance as set forth in Section 8.4 of 
this SOP. 

8.6 Control of Windblown Material and Litter 

Windblown material and litter will be collected and properly managed to control unhealthy, unsafe, 
or unsightly conditions by the following methods: 

• Waste transportation vehicles using this facility must be enclosed or use adequate covers, 
such as a tarp, net, or other means, to effectively secure the load consistent with §330.235 
and Section 8.7. The adequacy of covers or other means to secure incoming wastes will be 
checked at the facility gatehouse/scale area. 

• Windblown material and litter along the entrance road that has accumulated along fences 
and the registration boundary and throughout the facility will be collected once a day on 
days that the facility is in operation and returned to the tipping floor for processing. 

• The transfer station building will be an enclosed structure as described in Section 2.3.4 of 
the Site Development Plan Narrative Report to facilitate the safe and efficient flow of 
vehicles through the facility while also minimizing windblown material and litter.  
Unloading and loading of waste will be performed within the enclosed building, which will 
help shield the waste from wind and prevent the generation and off-site transport of 
windblown material and litter.  Should unhealthy, unsafe, or unsightly conditions occur, 
the facility will employ supplemental devices or other measures (e.g., portable litter control 
fences or wire mesh screening) to control windblown material and litter, as necessary. 

8.7 Materials Along the Route to the Facility 

The facility will take steps to encourage vehicles hauling waste to the facility to enclose or cover 
their loads with a tarp, net, or other means to properly secure the load.  Transfer trailers loaded 
with waste that are leaving the facility will be tarped.  These steps are necessary to prevent the 
escape of any part of the load by blowing or spilling.  The facility will post a sign at the entrance 
notifying haulers of this requirement and associated enforcement measures.  The facility will 
provide for the cleanup of waste materials spilled along and within the rights-of-way of the public 
access roads serving the facility for a distance of two miles in either direction from the entrance 
gate. Inspection and any necessary cleanup for the spilled materials will be performed once per 
day on days when the facility accepts waste.  The facility will consult with TxDOT, county, and 
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local government officials concerning cleanup of roads and rights-of-way consistent with 30 TAC 
§330.235. 

8.8 Facility Access Roads 

The facility entrance and on-site access roads will be as described in Section 8.1.3 of this SOP.  
Because the facility roads will have an all-weather surface (e.g., gravel, asphalt, concrete), the 
formation of mud will be prevented (i.e., the provision of all-weather road surfaces will serve as 
mud prevention/controls); it is not anticipated that mud or other debris will be tracked onto Giles 
Road given the all-weather surface that will exist on the site roads, thus preventing the vehicles 
from coming in contact with mud. 

The on-site access roads will be maintained in a reasonably mud- and dust-free condition by 
sweeping and/or periodic water spraying by a water truck dispatched to the site or with water 
obtained from the wash-down hoses, as necessary.  The entrance, access, and internal roads will 
be maintained in a clean and safe condition.  Grading and maintenance equipment will be used as 
needed to regrade the facility access roads to minimize depressions, ruts, and potholes. 

8.9 Noise Pollution and Visual Screening 

Since transfer activities will be enclosed within the transfer station building, generated noise will 
be largely confined to the inside of the the transfer station building, and the waste unloading and 
transfer operations will be visually-screened from the public to prevent adverse visual impacts.  
Waste transfer operations and associated noise are also screened and buffered via the building 
setback of about 250 feet from the public roadway (Giles Road) and an even greater setback from 
adjacent landowners.  These setbacks, which are greater than the regulatory minimum 50-foot 
buffer, are such that waste transfer operations at the site will not be readily visible from off-site 
locations.  Additionally, such operations will be at a distance and orientation such that potential 
noise pollution will be attenuated (i.e., by being blocked by the building walls, roof, and existing 
terrain, and/or by being dissipated across the setback distances from potential off-site receptors).  
Screening (for both noise and aesthetic purposes) will also be provided by a vegetated earthen 
berm and mature trees on top of the berm on registrant-owned property along Giles Road, and 
these features will remain in-place and be maintained throughout the operating life of the transfer 
station. 

8.10 Overloading and Breakdown 

As required by 30 TAC §330.241(a), the design capacity of the transfer station will not be exceeded 
during operation.  The design capacity of the facility is computed in the Part I/II Report, Table I/II-
2.  Such overloading beyond the design capacity will be prevented by conducting  real-time 
tracking of incoming waste tonnage received at the facility throughout each operating day (i.e., 
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each load is weighed and the data are recorded by the facility).  Through this real-time tracking of 
cumulative daily total waste receipts, the facility will continually monitor the incoming tonnage 
and will stop accepting waste before the registered maximum daily waste acceptance rate is 
exceeded, thus ensuring that the design capacity is not exceeded.   

The waste storage volumes and times set forth in Section 4.2 of this SOP will not be exceeded, 
and the facility will not accumulate solid waste in quantities that cannot be processed within such 
time as will preclude the creation of odors, insect breeding, or harborage of vectors.  If such 
accumulations occur, additional solid waste will not be received until the adverse conditions are 
abated.  

If a significant work stoppage should occur at the facility due to a mechanical breakdown or other 
causes, or the facility is expected to become inoperable for a period of 24 hours or more beyond 
the storage periods listed in Section 4.2 of this SOP, or the facility cannot operate in accordance 
with this SOP, the facility will restrict the receiving of solid waste and direct incoming solid 
waste to other approved processing or disposal facilities.  If the work stoppage is anticipated to 
last long enough to create objectionable odors, insect breeding, or harborage of vectors, the 
accumulated solid waste will be removed from the facility to an approved backup processing or 
disposal facility.  In no event will waste remain (i.e., be temporarily stored) on-site for more than 
48 hours. 

8.11 Sanitation 

The tipping floor will be washed down at least once per week at the completion of the daily 
processing period, or more frequently if it is determined to be necessary to control odors within 
the transfer station facility.  Wash waters will not be allowed to accumulate on the tipping floor; 
the tipping floor will be sloped towards a floor drain, where all wash water will be collected and 
managed as contaminated water, and properly disposed of in an authorized manner as set forth in 
Section 5 of this SOP. 

8.12 Ventilation and Air Pollution Control 

The facility is designed and will be operated to provide adequate ventilation for odor control and 
employee safety.  Ventilation in the transfer station building will be provided by the openings 
through which waste hauling vehicles will enter and exit, and vents installed on the building 
roof. 

The operator will prevent nuisance odors from leaving the boundary of the facility.  The following 
measures will be employed: 
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• On-site buffer zones will be maintained.  That is, all waste processing and storage will 
occur in areas setback from the facility boundary by a minimum of 50 feet (the setbacks 
from adjacent landowners are substantially greater than 50 feet).  In particular, the transfer 
station building where waste will be unloaded, processed, and stored, will maintain setback 
buffers within the facility boundary that are greater than the minimum required 50-foot 
buffer zone (as illustrated on Drawing III-1-2 of Part III, Attachment 1). 

• Solid waste processing will occur within the enclosed transfer station building. 

• Stored solid waste will be kept in odor-retaining containers (i.e., either indoors in the 
enclosed transfer station building or in tarped transfer trailers awaiting transport off-site). 

• Misting systems (using water) or non-aqueous odor control systems may be used to 
suppress odors, if needed.  The misting system may also be used to control odors through 
the addition of chemical deodorizers in the water.  Air authorization(s) will be obtained 
from TCEQ, as necessary, for the odor control system(s) used. 

• Ponded water will be controlled to avoid objectionable odors and nuisance conditions (e.g., 
by the enclosed transfer station building whose roof will prevent precipitation from coming 
in contact with waste and the sloping of the tipping floor in the transfer station building 
(which is where waste will be managed and stored) towards a floor drain).  In the event 
that objectionable odors do occur from any ponded water, appropriate measures shall be 
taken to alleviate the condition.  The site will be graded to drain so that stormwater will 
not accumulate.  Any unanticipated low spots where stormwater may pond will be 
addressed by filling or grading. 

There are no proposed process areas that recover material from any solid waste that contains 
putrescible wastes.  Additionally, the facility will not accept liquid waste; thus, there will be no 
exposure of liquid waste to the air.  There is also no proposed mobile waste processing unit 
equipment at the facility. 

Prior to operations, the appropriate air permit or authorization will be obtained, and the facility 
will operate in accordance with applicable air permit/authorization provisions so that air emissions 
from the transfer station facilities do not cause or contribute to a condition of air pollution as 
defined in the Texas Clean Air Act. 

8.13 Health and Safety 

Facility personnel will be trained in accordance with the procedures and topics outlined in 
Section 3 of this SOP, which will include training on the facility’s health and safety plan (which 
is addressed in Section 9 of this SOP). 
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8.14 Employee Sanitation Facilities 

Potable water and sanitary facilities will be provided for all employees and visitors. 

8.15 Facility Inspection and Maintenance Schedule 

Table IV-2, presented on the following page, provides the facility inspection and maintenance 
schedule. 
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Table IV-2.  Facility Inspection and Maintenance Schedule 

Item Task Frequency Inspector Type of 
Inspection 

Windblown 
Waste 

Police working area, entrance 
area, and perimeter fence for 

loose trash.  Clean up as 
necessary. 

Daily 
Site 

Manager or 
Designee 

Document in 
the Operating 

Record 

Materials along 
the Route to 
the Facility 

Police the entrance area and 
public access roads for a 

distance of two (2) miles in 
either direction from the 

entrance for litter.  Clean up 
as necessary. 

Daily 
Site 

Manager or 
Designee 

Document in 
the Operating 

Record 

Facility Access 
Roads 

Inspect facility access road 
for damage from vehicle 

traffic, erosion, or excessive 
mud accumulation. 

Weekly 
Site 

Manager or 
Designee 

Document in 
the Operating 

Record 

Contaminated 
Water Holding 

Tank 

Inspect integrity of the cover 
and check level in tank. Weekly 

Site 
Manager or 
Designee 

Document in 
the Operating 
Record and 
Coordinate 

Contaminated 
Water Removal 

per Section 5 
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9. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

9.1 General Facility Safety 

This section addresses general facility safety, and serves as a health and safety plan for the 
promotion of safe operations and activities at the facility.  The facility may implement additional 
company policies regarding health and safety, but such policies are beyond the scope of this SOP. 

Facility safety will be promoted by facility personnel using well-maintained equipment to perform 
standard work procedures.  Facility safety will be enhanced by limiting access to working areas to 
only authorized personnel.  In the event of an emergency, planned emergency response procedures 
will be followed. 

Access to the facility will be limited to authorized personnel as described in the access control 
section of this SOP (Section 8.1).  As indicated, access is controlled by physical barriers (i.e., 
fencing and lockable gates), and signage will be present to enhance access control and general 
facility safety.  Facility personnel are responsible to be alert for the presence of unauthorized 
personnel or persons in prohibited areas. 

In the event of an emergency, facility personnel will assess the situation, notify the Site Manager 
or designee, and take appropriate actions, such as rendering aid, calling for assistance, or closing 
access to the emergency scene.  Additional measures specific to fire protection are provided in 
Section 7 of this SOP. 

The emergency phone number is 911; this will be posted beside the telephone in the gatehouse. 
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10. SPECIAL WASTE ACCEPTANCE PLAN 

10.1 Introduction 

This Special Waste Acceptance Plan (SWAP) outlines the acceptance requirements and review 
and approval process that will be used to accept special waste.  Special waste is defined by TCEQ’s 
MSW regulations (30 TAC §330.3(148)).  Only those special wastes specifically listed below will 
be accepted at this facility without prior written approval from the Executive Director. 

• Dead animals and slaughterhouse waste that are incidental to routine collection of MSW 
and that can be systematically processed along with other solid waste. 

• Drugs and contaminated foods, other than those contained in normal household waste. 

• Empty containers that have been used for pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, or rodenticides 
provided the containers have been triple rinsed, crushed, or rendered unusable upon receipt 
at the gate. 

• Incidental amounts of non-regulated asbestos-containing materials (non-RACM). An 
incidental amount is defined as the maximum of 10-percent of the waste received on an 
annual basis by scale weight (annual basis is defined as the most recent four consecutive 
quarters). 

• Waste from oil, gas, and geothermal activities subject to regulation by the Railroad 
Commission of Texas when those wastes are to be processed, treated, or disposed of at a 
solid waste management facility.  Only those wastes authorized for disposal at a solid waste 
management facility will be accepted. 

• Waste generated outside of Texas that contains any industrial waste; any waste associated 
with oil, gas, and geothermal exploration, production, or development activities; or any 
material that is listed in the bullets above. 

• Special waste other than as described above and approved for acceptance by the TCEQ 
Executive Director. 

No special waste will be received at the facility unless it is compatible with the compaction and 
loading equipment operated at the facility or unless modifications are made to the facility to 
accommodate the special waste.  Any changes in operations must be approved in writing by the 
Executive Director prior to implementation.  

The following wastes will not be accepted at this facility: 
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• Regulated hazardous waste 

• PCBs 

• Liquid wastes 

• Certain special wastes, including: 

o hazardous waste from conditionally exempt small-quantity generators that may be 
exempt from full controls under 30 TAC Chapter 335, Subchapter N (relating to 
Household Materials Which Could Be Classified as Hazardous Wastes); 

o Class 1 industrial nonhazardous waste; 

o untreated medical waste; 

o municipal wastewater treatment plant sludges, other types of domestic sewage 
treatment plant sludges, and water-supply treatment plant sludges; 

o septic tank pumpings; 

o grease and grit trap wastes; 

o wastes from commercial or industrial wastewater treatment plants; air pollution 
control facilities; and tanks, drums, or containers used for shipping or storing any 
material that has been listed as a hazardous constituent in 40 CFR, Part 261, 
Appendix VIII but has not been listed as a commercial chemical product in 40 CFR 
§261.33(e) or (f); 

o Soil contaminated by petroleum products, crude oils, or chemicals in concentrations 
of greater than 1,500 milligrams per kilogram total petroleum hydrocarbons; or 
contaminated by constituents of concern that exceed the concentrations listed in 
Table 1 of 30 TAC §335.521(a)(1). 

o incinerator ash; 

o used oil; 

o lead acid storage batteries; and 

o used-oil filters from internal combustion engines. 

10.2 Special Waste Acceptance 

Prior to being accepted at the facility, special wastes must be preapproved by the landfill that will 
be receiving the waste, in accordance with the receiving landfill’s special waste screening and 
acceptance procedures.  Special waste evaluation and approval will take place prior to delivery of 
the waste to the transfer station.  Typically, the special waste analyst for the landfill will utilize 
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information provided by the generator (e.g., waste-specific chemical and characteristic information 
or process knowledge information) to determine the acceptability of a waste for disposal at the 
landfill.  The special waste analyst will be responsible for maintaining and utilizing current 
regulatory guidelines and constituent limits for evaluation of wastes.  The special waste analyst 
also will be responsible for knowing and applying applicable future changes to state and federal 
disposal regulations, review and acceptance procedures.  This information will be provided to 
transfer station personnel prior to waste acceptance at the transfer station.  

The preceding special waste review procedures will include the following. 

• The Special Waste Profile (SWP) sheet or waste profile document will be reviewed for 
completeness.  The SWP will typically be completed electronically through a Waste 
Management, Inc. portal set up for this process and may include electronic signatures.  The 
review will include: 

o The SWP must be completely and legibly filled out by the generator of the waste 
with all appropriate addresses, contact names, phone and fax numbers, and 
signatures. 

o The “Waste Stream Information” must include sufficient information to provide the 
special waste analyst a clear understanding of the waste type(s), origin, shipping 
method, and anticipated frequency of disposal.  This information will be used by 
the special waste analyst to compare the waste with applicable state and federal 
regulations.  If the description is not explicit, additional information will be 
requested of the generator.  The “Physical Characteristics of Waste” must include 
information on the chemical and physical properties of the waste sufficient to allow 
the special waste analyst to identify the waste and correlate the waste properties to 
applicable state and federal regulations. 

o The generator may be required to provide analytical data, safety data sheets (SDSs), 
or process knowledge information to the special waste analyst, showing the 
characteristics of the waste used as the basis to comply with 30 TAC §330.203(c)(2) 
and RG-003 for wastes regulated by the Railroad Commission and related wastes. 

• Site Specific Evaluation - It will be confirmed that all special waste acceptance is 
acceptable in accordance with the following: (1) TCEQ and local regulations and (2) permit 
conditions of the receiving landfill.  The special waste analyst may request additional 
information from the generator before rendering a decision.  This may include additional 
analytical, process description, MSDS, or other applicable information. 
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As noted in Section 8.2.2 of this SOP, facility personnel may visually compare the material 
presented for disposal to the SWP to confirm that the physical characteristics (i.e., color, odor, and 
appearance) or manifest description of the material match those detailed on the SWP.  In the event 
that the waste differs from the approved waste stream, the waste load will be held at the gate while 
the discrepancy is investigated and resolved; or if it cannot be resolved, the load will be rejected.  
The generator will be notified of the reasons for rejecting the load.  Additional process information 
and/or chemical analyses may be required to further characterize the waste.  

In accordance with 30 TAC §330.219(b)(6), the facility will maintain in the Site Operating Record 
all documents, manifests, shipping documents, trip tickets, etc., involving special waste. 

10.3 Special Waste Operating Procedures 

The transfer station facility will exercise appropriate care and safeguards when processing special 
wastes.  Specific handling/disposal procedures are detailed in Table IV-3 for the special wastes 
that will be processed at this facility.  

Drivers of transfer trucks containing special waste will provide the required documentation to the 
receiving landfill concerning the special waste contained within the transfer trailer.  The receiving 
landfill will be responsible to ensure the transferred special waste is disposed of in accordance 
with the landfill’s permit. 
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Table IV-3.  Special Waste Processing Procedures 

 

Special Waste Type Special Handling Procedures 

Slaughterhouse waste and dead animals 

Slaughterhouse waste consisting primarily of plant trash, 
shipping and packaging waste will be accepted. Also, dead 
animals that are incidental to routine collection of municipal 
solid waste and that can be systematically processed along 
with other solid waste will be accepted at this facility. This 
waste may contain some animal remains; however, this 
facility will not accept bulk quantities of dead animals or 
animal remains in a specific shipment or load. All 
slaughterhouse waste, including contaminated packaging 
materials, and dead animals will be processed upon receipt or 
covered with a minimum of three feet of solid waste until it 
is processed into transfer trailers. The tipping floor and 
equipment will be cleaned at the end of each day when 
special waste containing dead animals or slaughterhouse 
waste is processed.  

Drugs and contaminated foods that are not 
considered controlled substances 

These wastes will be processed into transfer trailers promptly 
upon receipt.  Operators will observe unloading and loading 
of these waste materials to ensure no scavenging or salvaging 
of the waste.  The tipping floor and equipment will be 
cleaned at the end of each day when special waste of this 
type is processed. 

Empty containers, including paper, cardboard, and 
metal that have been used for pesticides, 
herbicides, fungicides, or rodenticides 

These containers will be processed in the transfer station 
upon receipt. These containers will not be allowed to 
accumulate on the tipping floor. All containers received will 
be handled in accordance with Title 30 TAC §330.171 and 
will be triple rinsed prior to arrival. If containers cannot be 
processed upon receipt they will be crushed with the loader 
and rendered unusable.  

Incidental amounts of non-regulated asbestos-
containing materials (non-RACM) 

Loads of primarily non-RACM will be transferred directly 
from the tipping floor of the transfer station into the transfer 
trailers. The front-end loader will not attempt to compact or 
travel over the non-RACM. These procedures will minimize 
the handling of non-RACM so that the integrity of the 
material is maintained.  
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Special Waste Type Special Handling Procedures 

Selected waste from oil, gas, and geothermal 
activities subject to regulation by the Railroad 
Commission of Texas 

This waste will be accepted at this facility provided the 
incoming loads are delivered in quantities that will allow the 
waste to be processed safely and efficiently along with other 
solid waste. In addition, prior to acceptance at the transfer 
station, waste acceptance approval information from the 
landfill that will dispose of this waste will be obtained. The 
approval information will include all applicable information 
used to characterize this material. No liquids or sludges will 
be accepted. This waste material will only be accepted if the 
requirements set forth in TCEQ RG-003 are met.  

Wastes generated outside the boundaries of Texas 
that contain any industrial waste; any waste 
associated with oil, gas, and geothermal 
exploration, production, or development activities; 
or any other special waste that is accepted at the 
transfer station 

This waste shall be handled in accordance with the 
provisions outlined above and as indicated within this 
Special Waste Acceptance Plan for each specific type of 
waste.  
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